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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


LEBANON-EGYPT TRADE RELATIONS PROCEED IN FITS, STARTS 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 378, 19 May 84 pp 47-48 


[Text] Suddenly Egyptian-Lebanese economic relations plunged ahead. 
Officials from both countries exchanged visits. Then everything came to a 
halt. Did the initiative have political aspects which caused the develop- 
ments in Lebanon to freeze it? 


Over a period of about 9 months the economic relations between Lebanon and 
Egypt appeared to be of utmost concern to the (former) Lebanese minister 

of economy, Mr Ibrahim Halawah, who visited Cairo more than once, and the 
chairman of the National Council for Foreign Economic Relations, Mr Sami 
Marun, who visited Cairo on a number of occasions, at times on economic 
matters wearing a diplomatic hat, and at times on diplomatic matters wearing 
an economic hat. Despite these efforts and the visits connected with 

them, it is clear that Egyptian-Lebanese relations are still stumbling 

along on the economic level. The impetus and progress in keeping with these 
efforts have not been seen, nor has the growth been documented which reflects 
the good intentions that both sides are showing. 


Before examining the stages of these relations, references must be made 

to the continual political and security developments that Lebanon has 

been experiencing since the middle of last year and which have prevented 

it from taking care of economic as well as other matters and have hindered 
it from taking numerous basic measures toward strengthening relations with 
Egypt and other countries. But this alone cannot explain the continued 
stumbling in economic relations between Egypt and Lebanon, nor can it 
abolish some of the existing objective difficulties. The fact is that the 
first Lebanese move toward Egypt was made in the middle of February 1983 
when the Lebanese minister of trade and economy, Mr Ibrahim E.lawah, 
visited Egypt and held talks with Egyptian officials in regard to exporting 
Lebanese products to Egypt, especially apples and citrus fruit. At that 
time it was rumored that Halawah's visit was not merely for economics, but 
included an attempt to build diplomatic bridges between the two countries, 
especially since several weeks before there had been a visit by Egyptian 
officials to Beirut. They were Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
Butrus Ghali and the advisor to President Mubarak, Usamah al-Baz. It was 
also rumored at that time that the strained relations between Syria and 
Lebanon had obliged the lebanese regime to look to Egypt, perhaps to return 














Egypt to Lebanon's corner, or to create a kind of balance between contending 
powers. Afterwards it became clear that Egypt's return to Lebanon 

needs logical, understandable, and justifiable devices or windows that will 
permit Egypt to put its foot on Lebanese soil, whether it is the foot of 
economy or trade. The search for openings began, and what were the results? 


No doubt the first window opened by the minister of trade and economy, 

Mr Ibrahim Halawah, dealt with a trade protocol in effect between the two 
countries since 1965 which was suspended by one party (Egypt) after signing 
the Camp David agreement. Meanwhile Lebanon continued importing Egyptian 
products of vegetables, fruit, etc. while Egypt stopped Lebanese exports 
from benefitting from any exemptions provided in the protocol. Things 
continued in this fashion until Egyptian authorities announced revival of 
the protocol's validity effective the first of July 1983. So Lebanese 
manufacturers began acting on this basis. But they were surprised to find 
that the protocol did not yet appiy and would not apply unless the matter 
was taken up in some negotiations. Naturally this matter required another 
visit to Cairo, which achieved the following results: 


l-The two sides signed the minutes, which validates the protocol signed 

in 1965 without changing it, because amendment would require an exchange 
of papers and documents. Amendment would require the existence of 
diplomatic relations between the two countries. It is not likely that the 
two countries would have economic negotiations and turn the results of the 
negotiations over to the proper authorities for approval while there is no 
diplomatic representation between the two countries. 


2-Restoration of the protocol was tied to formation of a joint committee, 
made up of both sides, to take care of changing the lists of commodities 
included in the protocol in a way that is in harmony with economic 
developments between the two countries. This committee is specified in the 
agreement and its negotiations do not require official certification, since 
it is taking up the details of the agreement and the manner of applying it 
without touching on content. It was agreed then that Lebanon would 

proceed to name the committee tasked with negotiating so it could begin its 
work by the end of 1983 under penalty of cancellation of the basic protocol. 
Then, on the part of Lebanon, there was a slow-down. It is not known whether 
it resulted from Lebanese or Egyptian considerations. Three or so months 
passed before the Lebanese side named the committee to negotiate and amend 
the lists of commodities included in the agreement. Although the cabinet 
decided to name the committee and its chairman, the committee has not 

yet met. Consequently the committee has not made the trip to Egypt, so the 
protocol is just ink on paper. In the meantime some political developments 
emerged which had a negative effect on the economic negotiations. It 

was said that after Egypt had expressed its readiness to receive the 
committee, it requested a delay from Lebanon in protest of Lebanon's position 
with regard to Egypt's return to the Organization of Islamic States at 

the recent meeting held in Morocco, It was also rumored at that time that 
Lebanon chose to pause in its approach to Egypt following the sudden radical 
changes in Lebanese-Syrian relations, especially since the end of last 











February after the first summit between Presidents Amin al-—Jumayyil and 
Hafiz al-Asad. Up to the middle of this month the designated Lebanese 
committee has not left for Cairo, However the chairman of the Council of 
[Foreign Economic] Relations, Sami Marun, returned recently from Cairo 
carrying the impression that the Egyptian authorities are ready to receive 
the Lebanese committee. But the question is: Is Lebanon ready now? 
Especially after formation of the new government and Lebanon's entering a 
new political phase, possibly requiring review of everything, especially 
foreign relations. 


As a result of this the window remains closed, and no Egyptian air has 
leaked through it to Lebanon, just as no Lebanese goods have passed through 
it to Egypt, at least not in the volume hoped for. Before opening this 
window, and during this time, Lebanon eirdeavored to open another window 

to Egypt, but those results were no better than the first. This window 
was "her godfather". This time the chairman of the [Foreign Economic] 
Relations Council, Mr Sami Marun, is the one who obtained an agreement from 
Egypt for export of 5 million American dollars' worth of Lebanese apples. 
This step was welcomed by a great deal of Lebanese applause, but it came at 
a time when apple production was suffering tangible export difficulties. 
After discussion and administrative complications, export of the apples 
started, and problems and difficulties began, which have not yet ended. 
Then there was the closure of the port of Beirut since 6 February, which 
multiplied these problems and difficulties resulting from export of goods 
not in accord with stipulations, the responsibility of which rests on the 
shoulders of the exporters. But the Council of [Foreign Economic] Relations 
cannot be excused from partial responsibility, since it is the organization 
charged with oversight and control. No matter what happens the apple deal 
has turned into one of limited benefit and a basic flaw has emerged in the 
export set-up in Lebanon. It has also been learned that it is difficult to 
have profitable dealings between the public and private sectors. A‘’so it 
is impractical for Lebanon to export in accord with former individual 
formulas and without approval and integration between the organizations 
concerned, The word is now being bandied about that the apple deal will not 
be repeated because the point at which the two parties have arrived has not 
been encouraging. It is also being said that the goods imported by 

Lenanon from Egypt in exchange for the apples have remained a mystery. 


Examination at this stage permits some observations on what is behind the 
slow-down in relations between Egypt and Lebanon. The more significant 
of these observations are: 


--In its relations with Egypt, Lebanon has taken a shifting, unclear 
position and is in the middle between the Arab countries boycotting Egypt 
(Syria, Libya, South Yemen, etc.) and those that are open to Egypt (Oman, 
the Sudan, Morocco, Jordan, and, recently, Iraq). Lebanon is neither 
boycotting nor not boycotting. No doubt the lack of having reached a 
diplomatic settlement on this matter is having adverse effects on economic 
transactions. 
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--Egypt yearns to normalize relations with the Arab countries, one after 
another, and wants to restore diplomatic relations with Lebanon in a basic 
form. Then she will endeavor to develop economic relations. Despite the 
offers that Egypt has made to Lebanon previously for which it hoped, 
especially during this past year, to receive a sincere response, it is felt 
that Lebanon has had an opportunity to restore her relations with Egypt. 


--Lebanon is hesitant about restoring relations with Egypt because of obvious 
political considerations. It does not want to venture on an uncharted 

course in this direction, but wants to study all possible complications 
before taking this step. But the difficulties have multiplied recently, 

and consequently tangible results are not likely at this level. 


Despite this, the basic economic question remains: Does the Egyptian 
market warrant such Lebanese concern? Does the future hold a trade exchange 
between Lebanon and Egypt? 


The fact is that the size of the economic exchange between the two countries 
was limited, and still is, because of the non-consumer, controlled nature 

of the Egyptian economy and because of the difficult commumications between 
the two countries. It is clear that the open-door economic policy in 

Egypt, which was assumed to he in Lebanon's favor, has brought reverses. 

The Egyptian trade balance before the incidents was in favor of Lebanen, but 
later, since 1977, it has not been in Lebanon's favor. It can be said that 
the size of the exchange is not expected to register a noticeable increase, 
but there is something that invites interest in the Egyptian market because 
of the following: 


--Failure in carrying out the trade agreement with Egypt was one of the 
main things that caused the size of the exchange to be limited. 


-~-Lebanon faces difficulties in exporting products overland because of 
security and political considerations which are connected with transit 
matters and with current relations with nations bordering on Lebanon. 


--The size of Egypt's consumer market warrants Lebanese interest even 
though Limited results have been obtained. <A country like Egypt must be 
entered gradually, and firm relations established with it. 


Whatever happens, will Lebanon be able to boost her relations with Egypt 
through economy before diplomacy? 




















LIBYA 


SENIOR OPPOSITION LEADER DESCRIBES POLICIES, OBJECTIVES 
Munich AL-INQADH in Arabic No 7, Feb 84 pp 14-21 


[Interview with "Aziz ‘Umar Shunayb: "Our Brother ‘Aziz 'Umar Shunayb, For- 
mer Ambassador to Jordan, Talks to AL-INQADH;”" date and place not specified; 
Munich AL-INQADH in Arabic; monthly organ or the National Front for the Sal- 
vation of Libya"] 


[Text] In July of last year, 1983, Mr ‘Aziz ‘Umar Shunayb announced his 
resignation as Libya's ambassador to Jordan, thereby expressing his rejec- 
tion of and opposition to al-Qadhdhafi's fascist regime. 


Mr ‘Aziz ‘Umar Shunayb was born in exile in Damascus in 1936, and rose gra- 
dually in competence and military positions until he became a senior officer 
in the Libyan army before the accursed September 1969 coup, being a staff 
colonel occupying the position of deputy director of military training in 
the Libyan Chief of Staff during the previous period of the monarchy. It is 
worth pointing out that Mr ‘Aziz ‘Umar Shunayb declared that he was joining 
the National Front for the Salvation of Libya in September of last year, 
1983, at a press conference he held in the company of the secretary general 
of the front, Dr Muhammad Yusuf al-M*qaryaf. 


AL-INQADH magazine, which extols and praises this voice of rejection and the 
brave position of opposition to the the policy of crime and the terrorist 
al-Qaddhafi, is happy to present the honored reader with the following in- 
terview its correspondent held with Mr Shunayb, in which he mentioned many 
facts and items of information and more details which condemn al-Qadhdhafi. 
He also reviewed the state of the Libyan army now, and many of al-Qadhdha- 
fi's conspiracies and the dimensions and bases of his terrorist foreign po- 
licy, which have had as their goal the security and stability of some Arab 
peoples, net to talk about some Arab figures. Mr Shunayb has declared these 
for the first time. 


At the start of this conversation, Mr Shunayb talked about the condition of 
the army before and after the coup, and said: 


"The Libyan army, before the September 1969 coup, was a good model of orga- 
nization, and its men, officers and soldiers, had substantial competence in 

















terms of military expertise, awareness and order, especially as far as va- 
rious personnel, organizations and units went. 


"In brief, the personnel of the Libyan army embodied the high morale of 
military life, and the people in it were soldiers and officers who portrayed 
a proper picture of young Libyans' interest, receptivity to and zeal for 
military life. We need only say that the Libyan army at that time was an 
excellent model, in terms of its traditions, organizations and expertise, at 
the military level in our Arab region. 


"Al-Qadhdhafi came with his pathological thinking and imagined that he was 
truly a military leader. He tried to assume a new military philosophy for 
himself which was in keeping with his stupid conceptions and conflicted with 
all military principles, rules and sciences. Therefore he trod all military 
rules, principles, theories and sciences underfoot and started to imitate 
Western military concepts and theories and Eastern military concepts and 
theories and tried to combine them. However, he failed grievously, and as a 
result of that, the Libyan army proceeded to falter and suffer, and the 
officers, troops and commanders all ceased to be aware what the goal was, 
what was desired, and what method they should follow within the Libyan armed 
forces. The examples of al-Qadhdhafi's destruction of the traditions and 
organizations of the Libyan army are numerous. For example, officers of low 
rank started to give instructions to people who were higher in rank than 
they, and command started to be run by people who were affiliated to al- 
Qadhdhafi by a particular loyalty, not by people who had competence and ex- 
perience in command. 


"Al-Qadhdhafi tried to alienate the armed forces, divert it with destructive 
wars and thwart its ability and desire to change his dictatorial regime. He 
is well aware, in spite of all his attempts to destroy the Libyan armed 
forces, that the coming round of change will be in their hands and therefore 
we find him embarking on a final attempt to rid himself of the threat of the 
armed forces. This neive, desperate attempt is embodied in his boastful de- 
cision to replace the Libyan army by what he calls the people's armed for- 
ces. I can say and assert that that is a loathesome idea and al-Qadhdhafi 
will not succeed in carrying it out. Al-Qadhdhafi has missed the opportunity 
to understand that the armed forces are the basis and the foundation on 
which the people's armed forces are built, and the structure which must dis- 
seminate the notion of military life, military sciences and military tac- 
tics, and the notion of military strategy, and that the contrary, which al- 
Qadhdhafi is propagating, is not at all correct but is ignorance and subver- 
sion." 


[Question] As a result of your work as an ambassador, what was your evalua- 
tion of al-Qadhdhafi's foreign policy? On what foundation is that based? 


[Answer] First of all, there is absolutely no Libyan foreign policy. Al- 
Qadhdhafi has no political strategy or specific goals that have been drawn 
up. If one can say that there is a policy, it is a policy which is founded 
on impetuosity, poses and improvisation. 














Secondly, Libyan foreign policy is hatched and formulated abroad, and al- 
Qadhdhafi is being used by a certain body to carry it out and run it. This 
is the truth about Libyan policy, time has proved it, in the past in the 
future, and with God's permission it will not last long. 


[Question] What are the causes and the true dimensions of al-Qadhdhafi's 


sudden visits to a number of Arab countries shortly before the announcement 
of your resignation last July? 


[Answer] No president or leader has acquired such a bad reputation as has 
Col al-Qadhdhafi. Al-Qadhdhafi knows that he is detested and hated abroad 
and no one gives him any respect or appreciation. Al-Qadhdhafi emerged from 
the big prison, Libya, to break the noose of his isolation, which had 
brought him to the point of suffocation. He boarded his plane and went out, 
imagining and dreaming of the chairmanship of the African summit at Addis 
Ababa, and failed for the second time. He became distressed and this time 
followed his whim and proceeded to tour the Arab countries without objective 
or consciousness, begging for affection and courting pardon. But, thanks be 
to God, he failed to realize any real political gains in any of the coun- 
tries he visited (Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Jordan and even Syria), because he 
brought nothing new, and he is no longer an object of trust or belief, no 
matter what concessions or pleading he may offer. 


In Saudi Arabia, he tried to appear a pious Moslem. He went on the off- 
season pilgrimage and went around the Kaaba backwards, going from left to 
right; rather than carrying God's beloved book, he proceeded to go about 
with his Green Book to his right; in an effort to be pure and valiant, in- 
stead of praying to God to guide him and restore his mind to him, the igno- 
ramus repeated "The first [of September] is a belief and these are facts 
which our fraternal brothers and the people in Saudi Arabia know." 


In Jordan, when he arrived, King Husayn was there to meet him. He knew when 
he met him that al-Qadhdhafi had prepared to assassinate him for the third 
time, and all the officials in the Jordanian government also were aware of 
the news of the latest attempt, which had not yet been officially announced. 
Al-Qadhdhafi's visit took the form of a cover for the designs he was harbor- 
ing against King Husayn, and this intrusive visit was the object of scorn, 
mockery and disparagement among the Jordanian people and the government. 


At the airport al-Qadhdhafi, insisting that King Husayn had to travel with 
him at once to Syria, swore that he would get a divorce [if he didn't], as 
is his custom, but King Husayn, who has long wisdom and experience and great 
ability in the political affairs, issues, and various conditions of the Arab 
nation, did not agree to be spontaneous or courteous to al-Qadhdhafi so ea- 
sily. He knew what rancor toward him personally filled al-Qadhdhafi's heart, 
and paid no attention to al-Qadhdhafi's oath of getting a divorce, so this 
visit and al-Qadhdhafi's improvisation failed. Al-Qadhdhafi was the object 
of ridicule and laughter on the part of all Jordanian officials and ordinary 
circles. Then after that his visit to Svria failed, and all his visits will 
fail, because he is a person who has no principles or responsibility. 

















[Question] In spite of what has been published in the Jordanian papers AL- 
DUSTUR, AL-RA'Y AL-"AMM and SAWT AL-SHA'B, the Iraqi newspaper AL-JUMHURIYAH 
and the French newspapers LE MONDE, FIGARO and L'EXPRESS regarding al-Qadh- 
dhafi's plot against the life of King Husayn, the king of Jordan, many peo- 
ple are still waiting for further details. 


[Answer] In the middle of the month of Ramadan 1402 [early July 1982], I 
came to Tripoli and met Col al-Qadhdhafi at the Bab al-‘Aziziyah camp after 
midnight, in the presence of the secretary of communications, Dr Miftah al- 
Usta ‘Umar, and al-Qadhdhafi assigned me personally to carry out the follow- 
ing directives: 


First, to seek to liquidate King Husayn, at a time when events in Lebanon, 
Syria and the Arab world were going through an intense political ferment. 


Second, to mobilize non-Palestinian personnel to carry out this operation, 
because al-Qadhdhafi considers that the Palestinians are not trustworthy in 
this regard. 


Third, to cooperate with Arab countries which the Libyan embassy would sup- 
ply with ground-to-air missiles known as SAM-7's or Strellas, which can be 
carried and used by a single person, to carry out the operation. 


Fourth, to fire the missile at the plane in which King Husayn was flying, at 
an altitude of 3,000 feet, so that the plane could be blown up. 


Fifth, to adopt an alternate method, in the event there was no success in 
bringing it down with the first missile, by firing a second one. 


Sixth, to carry out a specific study of the areas to which the airplane 
could return, in particular the al-'Aqabah and Amman airports. 


Seventh, the execution of this criminal act would be take place on the 
occasion of King Husayn's birthday, on 18 Novamber 1983. 


On the basis of these criminal directives which al-Qadhdhafi's terrorist 
mind and thinking had flooded over with, which he assigned to me personally, 
I came to a total conviction that stayine one more day in the government 
should be considered a major crime. 'owever, I preferred to stay on, to 
learn about the Arab reactions in this regard, and I then travelled to the 
Arab country al-Qadhdhafi had talked about, met with officials there and 
informed them of al-Qadhdhafi's plan and directives. There was agreement in 
principle, and this was considered an excellent action. However, this coun- 
try soon retreated from its position at the second meeting, out of fear that 
this sort of action would have bad reactions and that it could cause many 
political crises, as well as being the working of an adolescent head of 
state, al-Qadhdhafi; this Arab country preferred not to implicate itself 

in the latest attempt to assassinate King Husayn. 


This is one aspect of the conspiracy. On the other hand, al-Qadhdhafi consi- 
dered that Jordan, a fraternal Arab country, enjoys complete political sta- 
bility and pursues a firm, clear policy. Al-Qadhdhafi tried to stir up much 











dissension, disturbance and commotion in the internal context, threatening 
the security and stability of this fraternal country, since he tried to in- 
plicate me personally in buying the consciences and spirits of many Palesti- 
nians who constitute a substantial proportion of the Jordanian people, and 
assigned me to try to work to infiltrate and insinuate myself into the ranks 
of our Palestinian brothers in Jordan, especially the people living in the 
al-Yarmuk, Shilnir, al-'Aqabah, and Amman camps, and classify them into var- 
jous groups which would be a reserve force for the Palestine Liberation 
Organization on the one hand and a political force opposed to the Jordanian 
authorities on the other, so that many struggles and political clashes would 
arise between members of the same country and the same people. 


[Question] I wish you would talk to us in further detail about al-Qadhdha- 
fi's conspiratorial, treasonous role vis-a-vis the Palestine cause. 


[Answer] For 14 years the Arabs have been waiting to see what al-Qadhdhafi 
would do; he brags and makes claims about his anxiousness to work for the 
liberation of Palestine. We all, the Arabs anc the Palestinians in particu- 
lar, believed al-Qadhdhafi at the beginning, and waited a long time. What 
happened, what has al-Qadhdhafi said, and what has he done? 


In 1970-71, al-Qadhdhafi prepared a program and agenda for the liberation of 
Palestine, 


Al-Qadhdhafi sent a cable to Yasir ‘Arafat on one occasion, stating that he 
would carry a rifle himself and go fight with him in southern Lebanon to 
defend the resistance. He declared that himself in an official public speech. 


Al-Qadhdhafi promised money, arms and materiel and made this commitment io 
the Palestinian leaders and many Arab leaders. When the necessary, difficult 
time came, and the Palestinian leaders implored him to intervene, he aban- 
doned them. His simple-minded answer, his excuse and his elegant jest were 
“eeographical distance." This fraudulent excuse did not prevent al-Qadhdhafi 
from sending his planes to Nicaragua, Latin America and other remote areas 
of the world, filled with arms. 


Al-Qadhdhafi sent another cable to Yasir ‘Arafat during the siege of Beirut 
appealing to the resistance to commit suicide. 


Constantly, by all ways and means, using temptations and exercising all 
forms of pressure in the difficult, critical times the Palestine Liberation 
Movement and the Palestine cause were going through, he tried to co-opt the 
leaders of the Liberation Organization and impose tutelage and subordination 
on Palestinian decision-makers. However, he failed and failed grossly, and 
all his attempts at co-optation were rejected. 


During the war in southern Lebanon, al-Qadhdhafi sent a shipful of weapons 
to an Arab country on the pretext of sending it to the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, and when the ship stopped at a port in that Arab country, 
instructions came from al-Qadhdhafi to hand these arms over to other differ- 
ent forces. The Arab country I am talking about knows the truth of this 
matter very well. 

















He started conspiring and overtly creating dissension and schisms in the 
ranks of the resistance, and ventured to establish two organizations which 
are known to us all and to support them with money, arms and individuals, to 
fight the FATAH organization and its political leadership, which rejected 
him, then to create a rift in the Palestine Liberation Organization in order 
to create secondary terrorist organizations in Palestinian ranks. 


At the beginning of 1983, an Arab president asked al-Qadhdhafi to intercept 
a ship loaded with tanks and sink it. This ship was transporting more than 
240 tanks from Gibraltar to Israel. It passed close to Libyan shores, but he 
did not dare do anything. 


He deposited massive amounts of money to support the secession movement and 
the state of fragmentation the Palestinian resistance is going through, by 

buying some symbols and the consciences of some people in some Palestinian 

camps. We now see the fruit of that in the form of destructive wars in the 

Palestinian ranks. 


The Libyan forces situated on Lebanese territory took part in blockading and 
bombing the positions of the Palestinian leadership and the forces of the 
Liberation Organization in Tripoli. Thus al-Qachdhafi has proved his conspi- 
racy openly. 


At a meeting in an Arab capital following his departure from Beirut, our 
brother the fighting man Yasir ‘Arafat personally informed me that al-Qadh- 
dhafi had tried to entice him to go to Libya to eliminate him, but Yasir 
‘Arafat knew what al-Qadhdhafi was arranging for him and refused to go. 


These, in brief, are some of al-Qadhdhafi's positions on the Palestine 
cause, its leaders and its struggle: a series of lies, deceptions, contra- 
dictions and conspiracies. I went through a good deal of them and learned 
very much from Palestinian brothers and others in many Arab countries with 
which I was in contact. Al-Qadhdhafi offered the Israeli caravan of death 
and offered Israel all this, which it had failed to achieve. Here we are all 
living and seeing the results of al-Qadhdhafi's treasonous, terrorist plan- 


ning. 


[Question] On 30 November 1983, a joint statement was issued by the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organization and the National Front for the Salvation of 
Libya sharply condemning al-Qadhdhafi's conspiratorial, aggressive acts a- 
gainst the Palestine cause and the Palestine Liberation Organization and its 
leaders. Do you hav@ any comment on that statement? 


What repercussions do you anticipate from that statement? 


[Answer] The recent statement issued by the Liberation Organization and the 
Salvation Front came as a most truthful expression of all that is raging in 
the wounded, betrayed Palestinian spirit. It also came as an expression and 
enbodinent of the depth of the pain and suffering which our Libyan people 
are experiencing under the burden of al-Qadhdhafi's tyrannical, despotic 
grip. The statement also came as a most truthful affirmation and expression 
of understanding and harmony between the organization and the front. The 

















organization is the democratic structure and the only true entity represen- 
ting Palestinian legitimacy and the Palestinian cause. In addition, the Na- 
tional Front for the Salvation of Libya is the true, pure, generous face of 
the preponderant opposition current inside and outside Libya. There is no 
doubt that this clear statement and this expressive meeting and true harmony 
between the organization and the front will be received with the utmost at- 
tention and appreciation by our people in Libya, who have always been parti- 
sans of the cause. I can assert that the man on the great Arab street will 
also receive this statement with much satisfaction, interest and apprecia- 
tion. There is no doubt that this genuine meeting between the organization 
and the front will be a strong blow to al-Qadhdhafi and indeed will be a 
nightmare increasing al-Qadhdhafi's pain and sufferings from the opposition, 
especially the clear, constructive opposition which the National Front for 
the Salvation of Libya embodies. 


[Question] Now that the picture of al-Qadhdhafi's betrayal of the Palestine 
cause and its organization and leadership have become rounded out, is there 
anything you would like to say to our brothers in the organization command? 


[Answer] The organization, through long, continuous study, has gone through 
many trials, tribulations and conspiracies. The organization's leadership 
has lived with all al-Qadhdhafi's contradictions and treacherous roles, it 
has lived through al-Qadhdhafi's hollow promises, and it has lived through 
his statements which were like drums, echoing though not being turned into 
reality. It has also lived through al-Qadhdhafi's fantasies and fumblings, 
and has reached one conclusion, which is that al-Qadhdhafi is the last crea- 
ture who can be relied on to offer anything serious and real to its cause. 
Our brothers in the organization have gone through all that with great pa- 
tience, and they have learned who al-Qadhdhafi is and that he has not and 
will not offer anything to them except betrayal, conspiracies, and abuse -- 
characteristics for which al-Qadhdhafi has a natural propensity in his 
thinking, behavior and actions. In my estimation the Palestine Liberation 
Organization is now faced with a position that calls on it, indeed compels 
it, to take the initiative to present and disclose all proof and documents 
which will show al-Qadhdhafi in his true conspiratorial nature. The time has 
come for the organization to reveal to the Palestinians and the Arabs every- 
where the treasonous roles and the destructive criminal acts which al-Qadh- 
dhafi has plotted and carried out, how, when and where. 


I urge our Palestinian brothers to be stronger and greater than all al- 
Qadhdhafi's pressures. They have been patient and silent long enough over 
what went on and is going on in Beirut and Tripoli, which has caused the 
heart of every Arab who is sincere and devoted to the cause to bleed. I urge 
our brother and friend Yasir ‘Arafat now not to make a truce with al-Qadh- 
dhafi and to reveal all his acts of betrayal of the Palestinian cause, sup- 
ported by all documents and evidence. 


[Question] What is your information about the tragic story of Imam al-Sadr? 


What about the documents establishing guilt for his execution, which you 
have referred to on more than one occasion? 
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fAnswer] First of all, we implore glorious God to have mercy on Imam Musa 
al-Sadr, who lived bravely and died fighting for his principles. 


As regards the story of his liquidation and murder by al-Qadhdhafi's terror-~ 
ist agencies, that has been confirme.u and is the truth. However, our broth- 
ers in southern Lebanon believe that the imam is still alive, though I can 
say that the imam was killed and it has been confirmed that he was killed in 
the Bab al-'Aziziyah camp in Tripoli. Let the criminal known as Hasan Ashkal 
be asked about the secrets of this vile crime. The matter of sending other 
persons to Rome, where they stayed in hotels, posing as the imam and his 
comrades, is a silly farce which Libyan intelligence hatched and all our 
brothers in Lebanon, brothers in most organizations of the Palestine resis- 
tance and brothers in Libya know and confirm it. 


It remains for me to point out, for the first time, that the AMAL group docs 
not want to confirm that, but rather often denies the murder of the iman, 
for numerous reasons, one of which perhaps is the mam's distinguished sta- 
tus, especially since he is the symbol around whom all factions rally; in 
the event his killing and death are confirmed this group could lose many 
moral, spiritual and material benefits that have arisen from this status. As 
regards the documents establishing guilt and the proof to which reference 
has been made in the papers, I do not want to comment now on where they are 
or to whom they have been handed over, 


[Question] What about relations with the Sudan? 


[Answer] Al-Qadhdhafi, hiding behind slogans of auctioneering over Arab uni- 
ty, tried to bring the Sudan under his tutelage, but our brothers in the 
Sudan, after discovering the truth about al-Qadhdhafi and his lowly aims, 
rejected al-Qadhdhafi's loathesome theses of unity, and al-Qadhdhafi started 
to flaunt and gamble with another card. He started to entice the fraternal 
Sudan with money and agricultural and economic aid and the establishment of 
many development projects. He still did not succeed in winning our brothers 
over; in spite of indigence and need, the fraternal Sudan refused all tha 
money and aid al-Qadhdhafi offered, because it was not of honorable intent. 
On this occasion we might mention that al-Qadhdhafi offered the Sudan a sum 
of money as aid; that was at a very early time, before the truth as disco- 
vered about al-Qadhdhafi and his role and objectives had become clear. When 
the fraternal Sudan later refused all al-Qadhdhafi's notions and approaches, 
al-Qadhdhafi asked the Sudan to return that amount at once, knowing that the 
Sudan at that time was in the most extreme need and want. However, the Su- 
dan's dignity and pride refused to let it agree to be indebted to al-Qadh- 
dhafi for so much as a piaster, and President Ja‘far al-Numayri asked the 
noble, aware members of Fis people to pay a piaster, known as the piaster of 
dignity, the Sudanese citizens responded to the rejection, the sum was col- 
lected, and al-Qadhdhafi's dirty money was returned to him. When al-Qadhdha- 
fi failed to buy people's integrity and consciences, he resorted to stirring 
up dissension, disturbances and commotion in the fraternal country of the 
Sudan, but he did not succeed, and finally, after he had failed, by all ways 
and means, to achieve what he wanted, he resorted to armed aggression and 
open hostility. What happened in March 1983 took place, but he still did not 
succeed, and will not succeed in gaining what he wants from the Sudan. The 
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aware, perceptive embers of the Sudanese people and its devoted men hav? 
been and will remain on their guard against hin. 


Our brothers in the Sudan rejected al-Qadhdhafi, rejected his money and re- 
fused to give in to his threats. This historic stand by the Sudan was the 
greatest support for the cause of the Libyan people and the Libyan opposi- 
tion. Indeed, the Sudan, which is Libya's fraternal twin neizhbor, went far- 
ther than rejecting al-Qadhdhafi; our brothers in the Sudan tok a brave, 
historic stand with the Libyan opposition, and offered it every aid and as- 
sistance, with all the effort and ability that was in their power. I as a 
member of the Libyan people can only salute, praise and extol this historic 
position of the fraternal Sudan's. The generous sacrifice by our brothers in 
the Sudan, which had no limits or conditions, and their support for the 
cause of the Libyan neople and the Libyan opposition, based on conviction in 
our goals and premises and conviction in our people's need and poor state, 
will i111 remain a debt owed by our spirits and the spirits of all our peo- 
ple, who expected this famous historic role of the Sudan. The Sudan has 
offered the best aid and has been the best respondent and the best protago- 
nist of our Libyan people in their ordeal. 


[Question] Let us move on to evaluate al-Qadhdhafi's relations with Algeria. 


[Ane ver] Libyan-Algerian relations are going through an abnormal stage. 
Since the death of President Houari Boumediene, may God have mercy on hin, 
Libyan-Algerian relations constantly and greatly deteriorated, to the point 
where one day they reached the stage of military confrontation between the 
two countries, and the Libyan forces were put on alert and stood face to 
face with the Algerian forces on the borders between the two fraternal coun- 
tries. Had it not been for intercession by an Arab country at the last mo- 
ment, an armed clash would have occurred whose consequences would have been 
best known to God. Many people might not know about this, but it actually 
happened. 


For the first time, also, I \ould like to reveal an attempt to assassinate 
Mr Chedli Bendjadid, the preparations for which were ordered by al-Qadhdha- 
fi. I might mention that the Algerian president, Bendjadid, made a visit to 
Tripoli, and in the course of discussions with al-Qadhdhafi had a difference 
of opinions; the discussion became heated and deep, radical differences in 
political positions and approaches emerged. As a result of that, al-Qadhdha- 
fi“decided to eliminate President Chedli Bendjadid, and suwnmoned the direc- 
tor of military intelligence at that time, Mustafa al-Kharrubi, and ordered 
that a bomb be placed at once in the plane transporting the Algerian presi- 
dent, provided that the act of setting it off take place in Tunisian air- 
space, so that the event would be considered destiny and fate, the result of 
a technical disturbance. Al-Kharrubi tried to convince al-Qadhdhafi to 
change hic mind, especially since he was in a state of nervous irritation, 
but al-Qadhdhafi reiterated his insistence on carrying it out, and al-Khar- 
rubi could only refuse to carry out this vile conspiracy. With thanks to 
God, President Chedli Bendjadid returned safely, but Mustafa al-Kharrubi was 
sentenced to prison for a month at the time. 


This in brief is the sorry state of Libyan-Algerian relations, deterioration 
and conspiracy as a result of al-Qadhdhafi's stupidities, tyranny and pride, 











which drives him to conspire to liquidate, kill, and have contempt for the 
life of any president, leader or king who differs with him or refuses a 
request of his. Al-Qadhdhafi is not concerned with the subsequent damage and 
the serious political consequences which might afflict a given country as a 
result of that. 


[Question] How do you view al-Qadhdhafi's position during the coming Arab 
summit conference which is to be held in Riyadh early next year, bearing in 
mind that al-Qadhdhafi has stressed more than once that 1983 would be the 
year of decision with Arab regimes and governments, so that in his view 
revolutionary committees and the regime of the people's power will be in- 
posed in all areas of the Arab nation? 


[Answer] As far as al-Qadhdhafi goes, it is not to be ruled out that he can 
Say anything or do anything. In the first place he is against the security 
and stability which many Arab countries are experiencing. In order for us to 
be aware of al-Qadhdhafi's position on Arab rulers, kings and presidents and 
their governments, and on the summit conferences specifically, we must re- 
member his position regarding the Fez conference, where he tried by all ways 
and means to make it fail and to create rifts within it going by the signs 
of various events on the Arab stage, taking into consideration al-Qadhdha-~ 
fi's foreign policy, and we must rememeber that al-Qadhdhafi will be the 
main force for destruction and instrument for dissension and pressure to 
make this summit, or any coming Arab conference, a failure. Time has proved 
that, and still will guarantee that that is proved. 


[Question] You mentioned that you have documents and evidence to establish 
al-Qadhdhafi's guilt which prove that he has conspired against many promi- 
nent Arab figures and leaders and has betrayed the Palestinian cause. Where 
are these documents? What is their fate? 


[Answer] Yes, there are official documents and evidence to prove everything 
I said regarding al-Qadhdhafi's conspiracies, and these documents will sup- 
port everything I have said. Regarding these corroborating documents on al- 
Qadhdhafi's conspiracy against them, many of the fraternal Arab countries 
they are concerned with have given out copies of these documents. 


In addition, the National Front for the Salvation of Libya is now keeping 
copies of all these documents and evidence; the appropriate time for their 
publication and submission to the press will come. 


[Question] What is your opinion on the role the Libyan opposition movement 
is playing? 


[Answer] The Libyan national opposition abroad is a good, positive, desira- 
ble phenomenon, because it is the natural extension and the true picture of 
the Libyan situation, and is the reserve which complements the actual, real 
people's opposition inside Libya. 


[Question] What is your evaluation of the steps the National Front for the 
Salvation of Libya has taken so far? 

















[Answer] As far as the front goes, I consider that it has realized excel- 
lent, tangible success, and that it has been able to gain the honor and 
esteem of many countries, especially Arab ones. In the front's prograns, 
means and platform we can see tidings of well-being and success. It can in 
fact do much to bring al-Qadhdhafi down; in fact, it must be considered one 
of the strongest forces that are capable of achieving that. The front has 
attained good status, a reputation and interest in official Arab and other 
circles, and many countries consider that the personnel and personalities 
embody good enlightened examples which are representative of all the differ- 
ent Libyan regions, groups and sectors that are able to sacrifice and exert 
efforts to turn over this black page in the history of our Libyan people. 


[Question] What is your personal view of the alternative, following, God 
willing, the fall of al-Qadhdhafi's regime? 


[Answer] Our Libyan people, since 1911, have gone through various stages and 
numerous political experiences. I believe that in the light of these lessons 
which have been learned, our people can choose the proper alternative, and 
in the program the National Front has presented concerning indications of 
the alternative, I can see something that will guarantee that this question 
specifically is answered, a program by which one can be guided, especially 
since it is founded on aware, profound study and has been guided by all the 
experiences of political struggle. I believe that we must view this matter 
with great attention and care, since the stage following al-Qadhdhafi's fall 
is the most important one, and all the intelligent, mature, vital forces of 
the Libyan people must rally to reach mutual understanding over it and set 
out the requisite studies and perspectives for it. 


[Question] Many press sources, including the Tunisian media press, in issues 
which came out in the first week of September 1983, pointed out that an 
attempt was made to assassinate you by the arrangement of al-Qadhdhafi's 
agents. Did you know about that? What comments do you have? 


[Answer] Yes, I learned in advance of these criminal arrangements, and was 
advised not to take these [air]Jlines. I refrained fron going where I had 
intended to, going elsewhere in Europe. This is the first time I have talked 
about this incident, the gist of which is that al-Qadhdhafi's intelligence 
believed, or word had leaked out to it, that I was intending to go from 
Paris to Tunis on a Tunisian civil aircraft, and made preparations to assas- 
Sinate me by blowing up the plane. However, the French authorities learned 
of the matter, forced this plane to land at Lyon airport in France and re- 
moved the explosives. 


Al-Qadhdhafi tried this criminal, terroristic technique on me after he had 
failed in the attempt to make threats, when he sent more than one party, 
especially some of our brother Arab foreign ministers, to ask me to content 
myself with the stand of resigning and stopping there, warning me against 
escalating it by disclosing and revealing his conspiracies and crimes a- 
gainst our Arab brothers. 


[Question] News which some Arab newspapers have carried indicates that you 
are retaining Libyan money. In another area, the newspaper AL-SHARQ 

















AL-AWSAT, in its issue of 16 July 1983, wrote that the branch of al-Qadhdha- 
fi's news agency in Beirut had circulated the news that you were accused of 
embezzling government money. To what extent is this news correct? 


[Answer] I would have liked not to comment on that matter, in defense a- 
gainst all possibilities or doubts, but in spite of that I would like to 
stress the following facts and points: 


First, what some papers undertook to report does not go beyond journalistic 
theorizing, and nothing more. 


Second, in my statement to AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE I dealt with the money 
flowing into the Libyan embassy, which did not necessarily flow into the 
pockets of the Libyan ambassador. 


Third, during my work as an ambassador in Bucharest, Rumania, and in Amman 
in Jordan, I was careful to have all the money dispensed by the members of 
our delegation. I might mention that our brother al-Salihin al-Jawhari, the 
counsellor of the embassy in Amman, knew where every dirham was spent, and 
how it was spent, and he himself spent it. The same with our brothers Sa'id 
Kashlaf, al-Jilani al-Malhuf, Muhammad Bilhajj, and the other brothers and 
colleagues who were in Amman; they were the ones who made the expenditures, 
under my aegis. However, I did not dispose of any money at all. In addition 
to that, in brief, all the sums that were spent in Amman or elsewhere were 
all allocated and signed. I challenge al-Qadhdhafi to disprove that, whate- 
ver the type of expenditure might be. If the situation requires, I will show 
and feature all the papers and receipts which prove al-Qadhdhafi's guilt to 
the press. Al-Qadhdhafi cannot and is unable to prove guilt, because he is 
the one whose guilt has been proved. 


[Question] Could you describe al-Qadhdhafi in a brief sentence? 
[Answer] Al-Qadhdhafi, most briefly, is the sick man of the Arabs. 
[Question] Have you any statement to make to all the Libyan people? 


[Answer] In reality, I vacillate between the emotions and intellect. The 
emotions of love, loyalty and deep attachment to our patient, forbdearing 
nation and people are massed within my heart as I address myself to then, 
because I feel the bitterness of their sufferings and pains, and am also 
experiencing with them their hopes and aspirations for the day of deliver- 
ance and victory, with God's permission. From the standpoint of the mind, I 
address myself to our people, to our mothers, brothers and sisters, not to 
surrender to this nightmare, lest al-Qadhdhafi succeed in destroying the 
Libyan people in the present and the future. I tell all our patient, figh- 
ting people that through patience, exertion, sacrifice and expectation of 
God's support and aid, the existing clouds of the accursed September [coup] 
will be dispelled and will leave the skies of Libya, the country of love, 
welfare, generosity and hospitality. Let us all rise to the challenge and 
the responsibility, so that we can bring tidings of the day of salvation. 
Indeed, let us make the dawn of that awaited day. 











‘Aziz ‘Umar Shunayb in a Few Lines 


Mr ‘Aziz ‘Umar Shunayb received a bachelor's degree in military science from 
the Royal Military Academy of Sandhurst, Britain. 


He received a master's degree and war staff rank in Cairo. 





He occupied the post of assistant for military training and the chief of the 
branch of training and maneuvers in the Office of the Chief of Staff of the 
Libyan army. 


He received the rank of staff colonel on 9 August 1968. 


The accursed September [coup] authorities jailed him for 50 months star- 
ting 1 September 1969. 


When he came out of prison he was put under house arrest at his home for a 
period of 6 months. 


He then engaged in business for himself. 


He was appointed Libya's ambassador to Rumania, then Jordan, until the day 
he declared his resignation in July 1983. 


He declared that he was joining the National Front for the Salvation of 
Libya on 22 September 1983, at a press conference he held in the Sudanese 
capital, Khartoun. 


Al-Qadhdhafi Fights Crocodiles 


A few days before the fall of the tyrant Idi Amin, I happened by pure chance 
to be in Benghazi with our brothers ‘Azzuz al-Talhi and ‘Abd-al-Majid al- 
Qa' ud The latter young fellow was secretary of justice. Al-Qadhdhafi sud- 
denly made contact from the command camp in Benghazi and asked our brother 
*Abd-al-Majid al-Qa' ud to pass on military orders and instructions to the 
armed forces situated on the banks of Lake Victoria in Uganda, requesting 
them to move toward a specific focal point and goal. The reply came from 
Uganda, in amazement, that that focal point or site would be no good and 
that it was not possible for any movement to be carried out there, especial- 
ly since the terrain and the nature of the theater of operations were not 
fit for the execution of any military operations in that area. It also was 
apparent that that area into which al-Qadhdhafi wanted to move his armed 
forces was full of crocodiles. With this ignorant mentality, al-Qadhdhafi 
thought and imagined that he could lead the struggle from Benghazi to Kampa- 
la over 4,500 kilometers away. That is a summary of the reality, and the 
brothers whose names I mentioned are alive and prospering. I wish them long 
life and rapid awareness so that they will realize who al-Qadhdhafi is. 


[Signed] Ambassador ‘Aziz ‘Umar Shunayb 


During his visit to Austria in March 1982, as he was going about one of the 
main streets in Vienna, the capital of Austria, al-Qadhdhafi ran into a 
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demonstration which was passing down that street, and insisted on getting 

out of his car and taking part in the demonstration, thinking that it was a 
manifestation of welcome which the people of the city were holding to cele- 
brate his felicitous arrival. He started shouting and repeating his loathe- 


some slogans, waving his hands and bobbing right and left in joy and de- 
light. 


After he had become tired from shouting, he turned to one of his companions 
to ask about the occasion of the demonstrations, as if he was pointing with 
pride to the extent to which the people were delighted with him and to their 
respect and esteem for him. He received a slap in the face when he was in- 
formed that the demonstration was not as he had thought and assumed but that 
it was a demonstration which young Iranians in Austria were holding to con- 
demn and castigate the current Iranian regime. 
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NUMAYRI REPORTED TO BE ABOUT TO DECLARE SELF KHALIFAH 


London AFRICA CONFIDENTAL in EnglishNo ll, 23 May 84 p 8 


[Text ] 


C50: 


4500/77 


SUDAN:IN THE NAME OF ALLAH. President Jaffar Nimeiri, 
encouraged by tame holy faqirs ‘. (Islamic religious men), is 
about to declare Sudan a fully Islamic state with himself as the 
Khalifa el Muslamine - the absolute ruler. A constitutional 
committee, chaired by Dr. Abdul Hamid Salah, once close to the 
Ansar leader Sadiq ef Mahdi and who returned to Sudar in 
the mid-1970s National Reconciliation exercise, has reportedly 
finished its work in time for the expected announcement of an 
Islamic state. 

Cabinet reshuffles and dismissals are continuing. The most 
notable was the sacking on 13 May of the newly appointed interior 
minister, Gen. Kamal Hassan Ahmed, and his replacement by 
former police chief Ali Yasin. Most other changes are largely 
irrelevant at this stage. Government machinery hardly exists and 
most ministers, liable to be dismissed at any time, wield no 
power. The State Security Organisation, many of whose senior 
officers are aghast at Nimeiri’s Islamic plunge, is in turmoil. 
(Early this month over a dozen of its officers, including four 
colonels, were sacked). Morale at army headquarters in Khartoum 
has reached rock bottom. (Last week Maj. Gen. Sadiq E! Banna, 
former commander of the Ist division in the south - AC Vol 24 
No 21 - was retired after trying to dismiss a case of coffee 
hoarding brought before one of the Khartoum courts). 

Following a visit ot Khartoum two weeks ago by US assistant 
to secretary for African affairs, Chester Crocker, and other state 
department officials, the American administration appears to 
have given up hope that Nimeiri will relax his Islamic drive or 
that he will even declare publicly the exemption of non Muslims 
from Sharia law. Hence there is discussion within the administra- 
tion about the possibilities for encouraging a successor, if only 
an interim one, to Nimeiri. Omer ef Tayeb, first vice-president 
and head of the SSO, is the only name put forward as remotely 
plausible, despite his low standing in Washington. (Earlier this 
year, it will be recalled, Omer announced after a visit to Washing- 
ton that the US was about to airlift military equipment and 
supplies to Sudan - a claim that was immediately denied by the 
administration). Omer has no grass-roots support and has a 
limited intellectual grasp of the affairs of state. His only advantage 
is that he is a moderate Muslim. A few days ago his brother, 
Mohammed, was imprisoned for alleged sugar-hoarding. 

Efforts by Tiny Rowland of Lonrho (AC Vol 25 No 10) to 
initiate - partly on behalf of the US - negotiations between the 
Sudanese People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) and Khartoum, 
have predictably come to nothing. The imminent liklihood of an 
Islamic state will preclude completely any such talks. Conceivably 
Rowland has long-term plans to get in the running for building 
a railway linking Egypt and Sudan and for building an oil pipeline 
from the Bentiu oil fields to Port Sudane 
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EXPLAINED 


Iraq bas a relatively long experience in initiating develop- 


ment and planning programmes. The initial move was the 
establishment of the Development Board in early {950s to 


draw up partial development plans for some sectors of the 
economy. Lhe board was authorised to undertake planning 
and implementation of major development projects financed 
by of revenues during what could be called the “partial 
programming” stage of planning in [rag. The board managed 
to undertake the implementation of two plans which extended 


19ST to 1989. 
fhe second stave of plan- 


ning 


from 
“central government 
investment” stage. extended 
from 1959 to 1968S) Though 
planning was more advanced 
in terms of comprehensive 
it tated to 


cover all sectors and tields of 


ness mn this stave 


CCONMOMIC GCUNITICS 


In 1968S when the Arab 
Bath Soctalist Party took 
the reims of government tt 


embarked on 
socialist 


building a 
SOCICIN, SO TE Was 
Inevitable to reconsider the 
Planning system in a torm 
that could be able to practise 


its Work in oan efttictent way 


to cope with Revolution’s 
momentum, 
Thus. the Ministry of 


Planning regulation was 
amended and the Central 
Statistical Organization. the 
National Center tor Consul- 
tancy and Manavement De- 


velopment. the Central 
Organization tor Specttica- 
tions and Standards. and the 
National Computer Centre 
were originated. 
Therefore. the third stage 
of planatng which started 
following the Resolution, 
marked the bevining of 
“comprehensive planning: 
in Iraq in) which serious 
attempts have been made to 
plan all whether 
public. private or mixed 
ownership. Tt is) expected 
that a further improvement 
fo national planning wall 
oceur in PISS when the new 
five year development plan 
covering all sectors will be 
implemented with well de- 
fined objectives and a very 
flexibte implementation 
mechanism which will be the 
fourth development plan to 
be set by the vovernment to 


sectors. 








continuc them tramttul and 
crvioUs WOERK LooOverpass all 
nevative attitudes and bot 
Henecks accompanted the 
execution of the previous 


plans 
The Planning Hierarchy 


Phere are three planning 
bodies in traq: representing 
two levels of authority: the 
central and sectoral levels. 

| The central level: The 
revolution Command Coun- 
clas the highest authority of 
the planning machinery. 
Having levishative. executive 
and pudicnil powers. tt pre- 
scribes general targets and 
objectives consistent with its 
socio-economic philosophy. 

The Planning Board. the 
highest planning body. has a 
diversified membership in- 
cluding the president of the 
country. the ministers and 
senior party officials. 

It is noted through the 
present formation of the 
planning board that the fol- 
lowing considerations are re- 
garded: 

a. Representation of the 
political side by the chatr- 
man ot the board and minis- 
ters. 

b. Representation of the 
main socio-economic and 


physical « developmettsec- | 


tors by the partiepabon of 
ministers. 7 

The task of the planning 
hoard is to set up general 
and detailed plan for nation- 
al development and. its 
budget and the annual plans 
proceeding theretrom, as 
well, coordination of ccono- 
mic. financial, monetary and 
commercial policies which 
censure better execution of 
the plan and give an opinion 
on the scheme of the general 
annual budget of the state. 
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Within the general trame ot 
the plan, orient the ccono- 
mic ucuivities. in the private 
within the general 
frame oot the national de- 
velopment plan. 

The Planning Board ts 
assisted by a committee cal- 
led the Steering Committee 
headed by the Minister of 
Planning with membership 
from the directors of technic- 
al commissions of the Minis- 
trv of Planning. The Plan- 
ning Board ts the major pol- 
evemaker on the national 
level. prescribing major eco- 
nomic and planning objec- 
tives and directives. Its acti- 
Vities included drawing up 
major development) prog- 
rammes: coordinating the 
countrys economic. finan- 
cll monetary and trade poli- 
cles: and directing and pre- 
scribing economic activities 
of private sector. 


SECTOL. 


The sectorial levels 


This level includes the 
sectoral ministries which 
have planning and follow-up 
departments to plan ona 
detailed sectoral level and 
undertake plan implementa- 
tion sectorially. 


In addition. there is the 
specialist, level. It includes 
major state organisations. 


administrations and come 


panies. Pier! planning -acti- 


villes involve teastbhrlity Stu- 
dies. follow-up ata project 
level and 
UCTIVIEN 
thon. 


reallocation of 
targets by otnstitue 
Stages of plan formulation 


1. The top authority: (the 
political leadership) pre: 
scribed: basic: economic and 


socKH Larets 

2 The central planning au 
thormtics - the Planning 
Board aad the Ministry of 
Plhinning - then decide the 
necessary diatit to be tol 
lowed by drawing up oa 
framework of the overall de- 
plan 
cludes. among other things. 
the trend of the plan. seeto 


ral targets and the means ol 


velopment which tn 


achieving sectoral objece- 
tives. By fitting the sectoral 
plans into the deratt 
framework, the overall plan 
is established in the form: of 
figures at the national and 
sectoral level. The central 


planning body then direets | 
its recommendations to the | 


executive munisterial level. 


3. Every concerned minis- 
try must then decide on the 
basis of planning and econo- 
mic criteria Which of the new 
proposed proyects would 
best atta the plan's targets. 
Hhis stage is completed by 
comptling detailed sectorial 
data which help to integrate 
the sectoral plan with its 
detailed targets and specitic 
projects. The central plan- 
ning system then has the 
option of revising the targets 
of the detuled national plan, 


4. The central planning au- | 
thorities ino appraising the | 


MUINIStes: recommendations 
test the proposals against the 
following criteria: 
practicality (which implies 
avoiding overhy ambitious or 
unrealistic targets): 





fluxibilie: reduttion of re- 


woah disparity: 

balince between resources 
and then uudization: 

and manpower require- 
ments and development. 
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AGRICULTURAL CONFERENCE FORMS COMMITTEES FOR 1983-64 PLAN 

baghdad THE BAGHDAD OBSERVE? in English 13 Apr 24 p 4 

{Article by Basin huftin} 

[text] On March 24 1984, the 13th agricultural conference was held to dis- 
cuss the agricultural plan for the summer and winter seasons of the current 
year and to assess what was attained against planned target of the last year. 
the participants in the conference were grouped into six committees including 
those of animal and plant production, researches and guidance, soil and water 


resources, agricultural services, loans and marketing. 


The committees discussed the plans of the agricultural establishments already 








approved in the agricultural conferences held in the various provinces last 


february. 


the participants in the committee incluced representatives of the Ea'th 


Party's Central Farmers bureau, 


ie Central Federation of Farmers' Societies, 


tne General rederation of Cooperative Societies, tie State Establishment for 
Agriculture aud Agrarian Reform in the autonomy Region, departments of the 
.inistries of Lrrigation and Agriculture and Agrarian Reform, and a number of 


specialists. 


ine participants were of the same opinion that their decisions and plans should 


have a direct bearing on liv- 
ing conditions of citizens, 
especially after Iraqi people 
have foiled all attempts to 
weaken Iraq economically. 

They spoke of “green 
revolution” hoping that Iraq 
would be also the bread- 
basket of the Arab world in 
the coming decades. Their 
good reason is that the agri- 
cultural planners have at 
their hands almost all the 
ingredients of a bumper har- 


vest. In addition to the am- 
ple water resources supplied 
by the Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers, Iraq has abundant oil 
and natural gas to generate 
electricity needed for pumps 
to irrigate land, drain water- 
lagged areas and flush away 
salt deposits. 

Therefore, the basic re- 
quirements of agricwkural 
planning must be secured. 
These include ploughing and 
harvesting machinery, seeds 





and fertilizers, warehouses 
and transportation. 

During the years that fol- 
lowed 1968 Revolution the 
Agrarian Reform Law was 
largely applied, more land 
was brought under cultiva- 
tion and major irrigation 
projects were constructed. 

According to available sta- 
tistics, more areas have re- 
cently been reclaimed and 
State farms are giving far- 
mers more incentives to en- 








courage them to increase 
productivity. 

Individuals and companies 
are also invited to lease new- 
ly reclaimed agricultural 
areas. This has been in con- 
formity with law No.35 for 
1983. According to the 
Minister of Agricultural and 
Agrarian Reform, Mr Sad- 
diq Abdul Latif, so far 300 
contracts have been signed 
with Iraqi and Arab farmers 
leasing to them agricultural 
land in the central and north- 
ern parts of the country. 
These farmers are provided 
with all necessary facilities to 
cultivate these areas. 

He said some 300,000 
donums of these areas let to 
farmers would be cultivated 
with cereal grains, cotton, 
sun-flower and sesame. 

According to law 
No.35 these contractors are 
allowed to export some of 
their produce, the Minister 
said. They also have plans to 
set up animal-breeding farms 
and orchards. 

The government also set 
up large farms to plant agro- 
industrial crops in a bid to 
achieve a sort of agricultural- 
industrial integration. 

According to the confer- 
ence sources, the general 
objectives of increasing agri- 
cultural production include 
the provision of necessary 
goods needed by citizens for 
living; requirements of 
national industry and the ex- 
portation of the surplus. 

The government has in- 
vested large funds in agricul- 
ture. According to the Cen- 
tral Political Report of the 
Ninth Congress of the Arab 
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Ba’th Socialist Party, some 
ID.2029.6 million was in- 
vested in agriculture for the 
years 1975-1981 compared 
with only ID.239.3 million 
during the period 1968-1974. 
Thus the total value of the 
agricultural production 
jumped from ID.354.9 mil- 
lion in 1974-to ID.1280.1 
million in 1981: . 

The recommendations 
made by the conference’s 
committees made out the 
general guidelines of the 
1983-1984 agriculture plan 
for summer and winter sea- 
sons. 

The animal and plant pro- 
duction committee recom- 
mended increasing the cul- 
tivation of feed crops for 
poultry, bring the animal- 
feed factories of the private 
sector under the supervision 
of the authorities to secure 
good production and plant 
Mdre industrial crops needed 
in the production of raw 
materials used in manufac- 
turing animal-feed. 

The recommendations 
also called for encouraging 
the private sector to breed 
egg-laying hens and chicks. 
Veterinary services should 
be mproved to secure high 
animal production. Equip- 
ment used in artificial in- 
semination should be taken 
care of. 


The committee outlined 
the plan of animal produc- 
tion for this year. The plan 
provides forthe production 
of 68 million table and 
chicekn eggs; 43,500,000 
chicks, 950,000 tons of chick- 
en feed, 30,600 tons of 


S 


frozen fish and 14,000 tons 
of milk. 

The committee also called 
for expanding the plantation 
of yellow maze, making far- 
mers and contractors of re- 
claimed land abide by the 
agricultural instructions 
issued by the Ministry to 
achieve the optimal exploita- 
tion of land. 

Farmers should also plant 
the good and improved 
seeds, and use the fertilizers 
and pesticide. 

Farmers who plant rice in 
the province of Najaf and 
Qadissiya should be encour- 
aged to reinstall their water 
pumps to irrigate the newly 
reclaimed land. 


The agricultural services 
committee drew up plans for 
using machinery, means of 
protecting crops and agri- 
cultural training and gui- 
dance plans. According to 
the committee’s report 
14,400,000 donums would be 
ploughed this year; 50,006 
tractors should be made 
available for farmers: 
10,400,000 donums are to be 
harvested; providing farmers 
with 50,000 tons of seeds of 
cereal grains and 466 tons ot 
vegetable seeds and 289,000 
tons of various fertilizers. 

The soil and water re- 
sources commiitee’s report 
dealt with topics including 
water storage, land reclama- 
tion, irrigation and drainage 
networks, pumping stations, 
operation and maintenance 
of irrigation projects, 
machinery services, artesian 
wells, oases and soil protec- 
tion. 











RAILWAY AUTHORITY PLANS hI1IGH-SPEELD 


RAILROADS 
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[Text ] 


The New Railway Implementation Authority (NRIA) in 
Iraq exerts ambitious efforts to develop and extend its 
infra-structure in the field of mass transportation systems and 
rail networks to the highest level of advanced technology. 


To keep pace with the 
soaring rates of economic 
growth in frag and to keep 
up with the economic and 
social progress it aims to 
provide for an integrated 
transport network to link the 
countrys provincial. rural 
and urban networks with 
each other and to cater for 
demands generated by high- 
er rates Of population growth 
and increasing rates of per 
capita income. 


For this purpose and in the 
interest of over-regional con- 
nections as well as the ulti- 
mate aim to create interna- 
tional rail links over the 
boundaries of Iraq. ans in- 
vestment intensive program. 
me has been staged for the 
benefit of the country’s poli- 
cv of improving and extend- 
ing its existing rail and com- 
munication network. 

Following thorough and 
intensive techno-economic 
feasibility. studies, super- 


ceeded by various detailed, 


designs for respective new 


eh 


routes and railways network 
Originally at a length ot 
approx. 1200 Km Standard 
Gauge railway line. will be 
extended to a length of 
approx. 4000) Kamsin, its final 
stage. increasing the trans- 
port capacities to cater for 
the projected needs. 

In order to create a com- 
petitive Means of transport, 
the new high speed railway 
lines are designed to. the 
highest standard of technolo- 
gv equipped with the most 
advanced tacilities available. 
for efficiency and satety. 

The projects in general are 
designed as double lines, and 
the sub-structures are de- 
signed to run passenger 
trains at 250 Knv/h and goods 
trains at 140) Kavh. 


The operating techniques 
and the system of traffic con- 
trol feature the latest level of 
advanced technology and the 
utilisation of the most soph- 
isticated equipment avail- 
able to modern railways con- 
Struction, operation and 
maintenance. 


— 


] 
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The movement of trenmht 
and passenver trattie ona 
renional basis is) computes 
controlled by the method of 
Central Trathe Control, 
making use of the latest and 
Most spechiliscd equipment 
for snalling and telecom 
MUNTCATIONS 


The tacilities provided tor 
the train user. trenht hand- 
ling. maintenance purposes 
and accommodation tor the 
railway statf are to the high- 
est standard tor ctticiency 
and comfort. 


Functional buildings are 
desizned tor maintenance, 
minimising eftort and to the 
best utilisation for their 
occupants. Station buildings 
have been designed to tit in 
with the local architecture, 
with all necessary amenities 
to provide for the passen- 
vers comfort and to: facil 
tate a smooth and ettortless 
journey from the purchase of 
the ticket. luggage handling 
and the use of waiting 
rooms, right to the destina- 
tion which he has chosen, 


New housing areas tor 
railway staft are provided at 
intervals along the line, 
usually near already existing 
communities, thus catering 
tor the emplovees needs and 
providing for his stay ina 
most comfortable way. al- 
ways in the immediate vicin- 
itv of his working place tor 
stand-by purposes. Work- 
shops and maintenance cen- 
tres are provided for. with 
tho equipment for the neces- 
sary repair works mainte- 
nance and repair of rolling 
stock and fixed installations. 

For the implementation of 
the high speed. computer 
controlled railway network 


the New Rathways Imple- 
mentation Authority was 
established on) September 
2S. YS] and the progress 
has advanced to a stave 
where a number of proyects 
have already been submitted 
to contractors: for the con- 
struction of these high spect 
heation modern projects 

Although the designs cater 
fora 250 Knvh tor passenger 
trains and 140 knmvh- for 
freight trains, during the first 
Stage the pussenger trains 
will initially be operated at 
160 Kmh and treight trains 
at 100) Kin/h. The traction 
chosen ts diesel-electric. Fu- 
ture clectrification has been 
considered in all planning 
and design works. 

In its policy of priority to 
transport. and communica- 
tions project. Iraq features 
amongst the leaders in the 
implementation of high 
speed railway operating for 


over-land transportation. 
Kirkuk-Baiji-Haditha 


General description of the 
route 

The new high speed. Stan- 
dard Gauge railway line wall 
connect Haqlaniya station of 
the Baghdad-Hsatbah Stan- 
dard Gauge railway project, 
with Kirkuk. In Kirkuk the 
line links up with the Stan- 
dard Gauge railway line con- 
necting Baghdad with Mosul 
via Kirkuk and Arbil, which 
isin the design stage. 

At Bap the line intersects 
with the existing Baghdad- 


“Mosul Standard Gauge rail 


way line. The new line caters 


for ordinary passenger and 
woods tratfic. with the emph- 
asis oon sulphur transport 





trom) the northern parts of 
the counties at al Misting 
(neat Mosul) via Barge te 
watts Phaqhaniva | destined 
hor the fertilizer plants do 

ted oan al Om bor the 
initial perrod. complying 
with the expected transport 
quantities. the tine will be 
constructed to a single track, 
although at) various strue- 
tures provisions have been 
made tor a future doubling 
with electrification, accord: 
ing to the needs which will 
ALIse, 

From its starting point at 
Haqlaniva station (1520 m 
ast.) at Km O, the route 
separates trom the Baghdad- 
Hsaibah line to proceed to- 
wards Bay. describing a 
long drawn reverse curve in 
a north-eastward direction, 
The line crosses the Eup- 
hrates river at approx. Km 
7.2 east of Haglaniyah sta- 
tion. The structure foreseen. 
isa S40 m lony bridge about 
34 m above the river’s meun 
water level (YI m a.s.t.). 

At this location the river ts 
normally 4$0 m wide. with a 
possible increase in width of 
an additional 100 m= during 
the seasons of melting snow: 
In HS source region. 

The west bank of the cup- 
hrates rises steeply. whereas 
the east bank slopes gently. 
requiring shore spans in the 
bridge to a length of about, 
300 m- up to a point where 
the alignment intersects with 
the embankment at a reason- 
able height. This) provides 
that the irrigated strip. ot 
about 200: m width along the 
river will be virtually un- 
touched by construction, 
preserving the palm tree 
plantation, 

From this point the tine 

















continues steadily north-cost 
bleaching the Watershed of 
the Euphrates and the Wadi 
Pharthar (224 moasdhy at 
approx Km 34. bem the 
highest pomt im its western 
section 

Continuing the line de- 
scends to 75.35 m acs.b to 
cross the wide valley of Wadi 
Tharthar, on a 12 m= high 
embankment with a 10 span 
40) m long bridge at km 95. 

Following the slightly 
ascending terrain. the line 
reaches Bait at Km 146 
where it intersects with the 
existing Standard Gauge 
Baghdad-Mosul line. At 
Bait a completely new sta- 
tion with all the necessary 
facilities tor train operating 
and maintenance will replace 


the existing station facilities. 


The location of the new 
station is about 5 Km from 
the existing one, in a south 
custward direction on the 
outskirts of Baiji. 

Further the line continues 
through an active sand dune 


of the river the Jabal Makul, 
the tine cuts into the Jabal 
Hamin on the east bank and 
continues through an area 
with frequent vallevs, ¢ros- 
Sing a number of waids and 
necessitating several deep 
Cullinys. 

Fiom the Jabal Hamrin to 
the irigation area south of | 
Rivadh the rouse passes 
plane topography with a salt | 
lake depression on minor ex- 
tent and depth westward of 
the salt lake the average 
hoht i approx. 174 m. to 
rise to about 184. m on the 
east. An area. intensively 
used for irrigation, and agri- 
cultural purposes is trossed 
mea Rivadh station. at Km | 
204 where new facilities tor 
stall housing will be pro- | 
vided. Kirkuk freight station 
and goods vard is reached at 
Kim 245. where new facilities 
are planned for the transfer 
and despatch of goods. The 
new tine ends at Kirkuk pas- | 
Senger station at’ Km) 252. 
where complete new  facili- 





area with shifting sands. It 
crosses the Tigris River near 
al-Fatha at Km 162 over a 
960 m long bridge, rising at 5 


tics for the railway passen- 
vers ure provided to meet 
the demands of passenger 
services for existing and fu- 





percent to an average height 


ot 144 m_ a.s.l.. stretching © 


over a Mountain gorge with 


the water level at about 112 


m a.s.t. 
Leaving on the west bank 


ture demands. 

Here the line also links up 
with the Kirkuk-Arbil-Mosul 
line which is currently ina 
design phase. to be im- 
plemented in the near fu- 


tute. 
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BUILDINGS ORGANIZATION EXECUTES 59 PROJECTS IN 1983 
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[lext ] 





The State Organisation for 
Buildings despite war condi- 
tions execu‘:d 59 various 
health educational and cultu- 
ral projects in 1983 at a total 
cost of ID 459,731, 911. 
These projects were part of 
the plan of the Organisation. 
The plan also covers 1984 
and "p to the year 2000. 


In the health sector, 12 
projects were accomplished 
by the Organisation at a cost 
of 1D 139,620,000. These in- 
cluded six major hospitals, 
one in each of Nineveh, 
Qadissiya, Dohouk, 
Ta’meem, Mothanna a and 
Wasit Provinces. 

Each hospital has 400 
beds. 

In Baghdad, Digar, Najaf 
and Qadissiya provinces, 
the Organisation built four 
children’s hospitals as well as 
a nursing school and a res- 
taurant in Nineveh pubiic 
hospital. 


27 





Education 


As for the educational sec- 
tor, an allocation of ID 
54,314,000 was spent in the 
execution of 24 various pro- 
jects in different provinces 
included six educational aid 
centres and four student’s 
hostels for industrial schools 
in Basra and Dhigar in addi- 
tion to the new hostels built 
in the College of Medicine, 
Baghdad university. 


In other provinces three 
agricultural schools two 
commercial schools an insti- 
tute of technology and a 
teacher’s college were built. 


Buildings 


in the field of public build- 
ings, 13 projects were ex- 
ecuted at a cost of ID 
241,877,000. They include 
al-Rashid Hotel, the Confer- 
ences’ Hall and the head- 
quarters of the ECWA 
Organisation in Baghdad. In 
addition the organisation has 
built a number of technical 
training centres and 74 guest 
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houses. 

As far as the cultural sec- 
tor is concerned projects 
costing ID 3,400,000 were 
built. They include youth 
buildings, headquarters for 
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the branches of the general 
federation of Iraqi students 
in Anbar, Qadissiya and 
Saladdin provinces, and 
other buildings. 

As for this year, the orgar. 





nisation has allocated ID 
379,910,000 to execute 57 
projects including hospitals, 
technical institutes and other 
buildings in various pro- 
vinces. 








PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


KHALID AL-HASAN DISCUSSES FATAH REBEL MOVEMENT 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1438, 25 May 84 pp 33-36 


[Interview with Khalid al-Hasan, Fatah Central Committee member, by ‘Adil 
Malik: "The Fatah Opponents Are Living in a Ghetto"; date and place not 
specified] 


[Text] A conversation with Khalid al-Hasan is always characterized by the 
clarity of his vision of the present and his reading of the future. 


In this intereview with AL-HAWADITH, Abu al-Sa'id depicts the Palestinian 
situation as he sees it at this stage. He reveals numerous facts about 
matters, without forgetting to aim criticism at the parties that have been a 
cause of the occurrence of the rift in the Fatah movement. He thinks that the 
opponents of the general line of the leadership of the Palestinian revolution 
are living in a "ghetto"--a closed quarter--and he calls on all to rally 
around the leadership. At the same time, he admits the existence of errors, 
"for if the stagnation afflicting Palestinian legitimacy lasts, it will end 

in erosion." 


In his view, the experiences that have thoroughly shaken the ranks of the 
Palestinians recently have confirmed the existence of a good level of awareness 
among some parties. However, the required Palestinian awakening has not been 
achieved yet. 


In this interview, Khalid al-Hasan offers the finest political and emotional 
defense against the charges leveled at Yasir ‘Arafat's visit to Egypt after 

his departure from Tripoli. He calls on others to focus on the results of this 
visit, instead of concentrating on the way in which it took place, because this 
has become "a part of the past." 


In presenting his support for this visit and confirming the importance of 
Egypt, he gives his view that the Arabs are incapable of creating leadership 
in the absence of Egypt. He thinks that the Steadfastness and Confrontation 
Front has become "the Steadfastness and Deterioration Front." He discloses 
the fact that some persons in the Palestinian and Arab scenes possess "the 
genius of failure" without knowing it. 


[Question] What is the character of che stage through which the Palestinians 
are passing? What tendencies and currents exist within the Fatah movement? 














[Answer] It is very clear that there is more than one current in this area. 
One must speak frankly on the subject, but there is no immediate need to 
associate matters to those involved by name. There is a current, or rather 
there are parties or forces working to subdue the Fatah movement by freezing 
the mechanism of legitimate Palestinian authority with the aim of paralyzing 
its effectiveness and bringing it to a point at which it will find that, in 
order to be able to resume the practice of Palestinian political activity 
through the mechanism of legitimate Palestinian authority, it must submit to 
conditions not yet known. Then there is another orientation; it is the orien- 
tation of Fatah and those who support it in the Palestinian organizations. A 
battle for the independent character of Palestinian decision-making has taken 
place, and the Palestinian people have adopted without exception a comprehen- 
sive, mass stance, both inside the occupied homeland and outside, and both 
inside the Palestinian camps and outside them. In each Arab country, these 
camps are closer to ghettos subject to outside control than they are to places 
with freedom of expression. After all this, these organizations see that no 
one has deviated from support for the independent character of Palestinian 
decision-making and loyalty to legitimate Palestinian authority. People have 
done so not merely out of solicitude for legitimacy, but because they reject 
outside interference with legitimacy. They reject any change in the symbols of 
legitimacy that would come from outside the Palestinian will and the Palestinian 
community, just as they reject any change in legitimate Palestinian authority 
coming as a result of an individual or even a collective Arab desire. These 
feelings, which have been expressed by a united, mass stance everywhere there 
are Palestinians, have reinforced the position of Fatah, according to which 
Palestinian legitimacy must be preserved and the mechanism of Palestinian 
legitimacy must resume its functioning. Naturally, as long as certain parties 
try to paralyze legitimate Palestinian authority by failing to attend the 
meetings of the legitimate frameworks, it will be necessary in return to work 
to hold meetings of the frameworks. Since the basic legitimate framework from 
which all legitimate Palestinian authority arises consists first of the people, 
and then of the National Council, we must appeal to them for a decision. This 
is the source of the position of Fatah and the organizations that support it. 
The people back Fatah on this and agree that we must hurry and summon the 
National Council. In addition to the National Council, there must be a huge 
popular conference containing the members of the conferences of all the popular 
federations, who are elected democratically from the base to the summit. They 
number more than 1500 persons. Consequently, Palestinian legitimacy will have 
a new birth, or its birth will be renewed. By means of this difficult and 
painful birth, the other legitimate frameworks will be able to resume their 
activity, since their effective presence will be resumed. 


There is a third opinion held by some organizations. Although they are either 
convinced by what we say or really believe in the independence of Palestinian 
decision-making, they think that their circumstances do not enable them to 
practice this clear, mass-based, revolutionary position, because of the pres- 
sure they are facing. They are trying to temporize, hoping that circumstances 
might change and that the veto imposed on them might be lifted, either as a 
result of a change in the substance of the position of those who hold the veto 
or a change produced by the mediation efforts of the friends of those with the 
veto power. In that case, they would be able to attend these meetings without 





suffering from the reactions that would harm them on the level of their organi- 
zations, if they were to turn to the legitimate Palestinian authorities without 
the agreement of those who use the veto against these authorities. 


These are the existing currents. However, we must realize something essential 
here: Good luck has allowed the Middle East region to experience a political 
vacuum because of the paralysis afflicting the engineers of international 
policy. I mean by that the two great states. There is no doubt that the 
passing of Andropov has affected the mechanism and speed of Soviet activity 
with regard tc the subject of the Middle East. Moreover, the American elec- 
tions have caused complete paralysis with regard to the subject of the Middle 
East and many other international issues. It has even caused paralysis in 
Europe. 


I say that this paralyzed international situation is to a large extent a 

measure of good luck for us at this stage. Since the world can do nothing now, 
we are not in a state of conflict with any international political position on 
the Palestinian issue. This is especially true of the American position. How- 
ever, we must realize that if the current stagnation in the Palestinian 
legitimacy continues, it will produce a kind of erosion in the end. The harm 
produced by this will consist of the fact that the enemies of the Palestinian 
people in international politics will say that there is no legitimate authority 
with which they can deal. They will say that no Palestinian decision-making 
ability exists, that no Palestinian position exists, and that no mechanism for 
Palestinian action exists. As a result, all the political achievements realized 
in the past years, for which a high price has been paid in hardship, effort and 
blood, will become a part of history. Thus, national responsibility, pan-Arab 
responsibility, human responsibility, and any form of responsibility to which 
any ideological expression belongs unanimously agree that this stage calls for 
us to refrain from an act of organizational theft by exploiting the bad situa- 
tion and to demand self-produced gains that presuppose refraining from concern 
with self-interest through non-confrontation and the exploitation of the time 
element. Perhaps circumstances will change, especially if this word 'perhaps' 
is on its way. As for those who believe in Marxism, which cannot depend on 
"perhaps' a great deal, these leaders must turn aside from these small matters 
and place the revival of Palestinian legitimacy at the head of the list. They 
must rally around legitimate Palestinian authority, so that they can demonstrate 
its continuity and existence. There are other requirements, some of which are 
true and necessary, such as the regulation of the mechanism for making decisions 
and the organization of the mechanism for working with the decisions. It is no 
longer enough to make a decision and be steadfast. In addition to making deci- 
sions, we must adopt in a spirit of truth and comprehensiveness the practical 
positions necessitated by the adoption of these decisions. The media must 

treat these decisions truthfully. The decisions cannot say one thing while 

the media say another. Faithfulness to the process must be the essential rela- 
tionship in the true sense of the term. In this way, the legitimate Palestinian 
authorities will be able to impose their presence and position, and not only on 
the Arab world, but on the international scene as well. Measures like these 
have become urgently necessary. I do not want to refer to the negative aspects 
of the negotiations that have been conducted so far. To do so is no longer 
profitable. These negotations do have positive aspects. The mere fact that 
people are meeting is one. 

















The last meeting in Algeria is providing an impetus to a kind of activity. I 
hope temporizing will not be the goal. If this situation continues and people 
are convinced that the goal of negotiations is to buy time, then a decisive 
Situation will be reached. Let him come who wants to, and let him go who wants 
to. In the end, the people are the ones who decide, not the organizations. 


[Question] The Palestinian cause has experienced some turning points in recent 
years, such as the departure of the Palestinian resistance from Beirut and 
Yasir ‘Arafat's departure from Tripoli. Of course, there are differences 
between Beirut and Tripoli. However, after Beirut, there was a process of 
rallying around the legitimate Palestinian leadership, while after Tripoli the 
Palestinian leadership was exposed to a well known operation intended to dis- 
credit it. Is there an awareness in the Palestinian ranks of what is really 
going on? To what extent have the legitimate Palestinian authorities been 
hurt? 


[Answer] Il believe that there is consciousness, but not awareness. There is 
consciousness and understanding of the erosion afflicting the legitimate 
Palestinian leadership because of the theoretically correct position held by 
some organizations. If there were complete awareness, it would necessarily be 
accompanied by the courage it requires, as well as by the position this demands. 
It seems that this has not appeared yet, because of the great dependence on 
'perhaps.' People hope that circumstances will be changed by the attempts 
being made by our international friends to end the veto cast against the 
Palestinians by some brother Arab parties. 


Some organizations do this--I mean those that did not take part in the aggression 
against the Palestinian people in Tripoli. Aggression against the Palestinian 
people, especially the camps, is an immediate departure from the right to be 
affiliated to the legitimate representation of the struggle. This is the posi- 
tion of the Palestinian people first and foremost, and of the organizations 
secondly. One thing that inspires tranquility in one is the fact that the 
people are far ahead of their organizations and leaders. The people are united, 
while the organizations are not. The position of the people is clear, while 

the organizations cover their positions with theoretical justifications of no 
value. The people want a clear, effective and decisive position, while the 
organizations make their private calculations by themselves. These calculations 
should be a lesson to them. Thus, we can say that the departure from Beirut 

and Tripoli reinforced the legitimate Palestinian authorities among the people. 
I do not believe that any leader ever enjoyed the popular support Yasir ‘Arafat 
did during the Beirut crisis and the Tripoli crisis. What happened was a 
plebiscite that pushed the masses to unite around the legitimate authorities, 
despite what was said about their symbols. Errors have been made, but the 
popular position rose above them nevertheless, because this stage calls for us 
to rise above our mistakes and strengthen the foundation without which we 

cannot build a thing. Without legitimacy, nothing will be built. 


[Question] In addition to what has become known about the step taken by Abu 

"Ammar when he went directly from Tripoli to Egypt, how do you evaluate this 

move, which has aroused great surprise and both positive and negative commen- 
tary? In what way can it help the Palestinian cause? 
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[Answer] Before we talk about the essence of your question with regard to the 
evaluation of this step, it seems to me that we must talk about the causes that 
led to the positions that have resulted from this step. These positions have 
gone to the point of considering Abu ‘Ammar to have departed from the national 
line. Thus, he must be changed. This position has occupied my attention to 
an unusual degree. I recently reached a personal conviction I hope is correct. 
All of us on the Palestinian scene--I do not mean just Fatah, but am speaking 
about things in general--are living through a stage in which we possess a 
genius for failure without knowing it. There is something called the histori- 
cal method. It is the method followed by historians in their research and 
studies. This method always looks in the past for the causes of what happened 
and for the roles of those who participated in events. According to this 
method, one then evaluates what happened and produces results known as lessons 
learned from history. This is the right method for historians to follow, but 
the politician who follows the method of the historian in his thinking will 
fail in the end. The historian searches in the past, while the politician 

does not. Rather, he interacts with the present. The task of the politician 
is to solve the problems of the present in order to create a better future. 
Insofar as the solution is correct, progress toward a better future takes 
place. As for historians, they are constantly searching for the past. Thus, 
if a politician practices the method of historians, he will always live in the 
past and be behind the times. He will find himself reacting. He will spend a 
lot of time evaluating events, which fade into the past as soon as they occur, 
but he will not interact with the results of events. A politician either 
creates events or interacts immediately with the results of events made by 
others, be they his allies, his partners, his friends, or his enemies. Then 
there is the method of the philosopher. A philosopher is a person who looks 
for a way to attain that on which a better future must rest. That is, he looks 
for the essential or optimal goal on which the present must be based, with 
respect to himself as a philosopher. 


A political leader is a man who must be well enough informed about history to 
absorb the lessons of history that are relevant to his tasks. These historical 
lessons act as admonitions to him when he takes his decisions. 


Our problem in this regard is that we are living through a stage on the Arab 
and Palestinian levels in which the common mentality is a mixture of the method 
of the historian and that of the philosopher. This is especially true of our 
very progressive brothers. Therefore, they make their failure much greater 
than it would be if they were to follow a single method. If we look at 
‘Arafat's visit, we can compare two basic elements: the method by which the 
decision was made and the results of the action produced by the decision. 
There is a big difference between the two. If the question being discussed 
were "Should Abu ‘Ammar go to Cairo or not," then all that has been said on 
the subject of the visit would be true. However, in the end, one must decide 
to agree or not agree. This is the position of the political leader. But the 
visit has actually happened. It has become a part of the past and cannot be 
eliminated. To dive into a discussion of intentions, motives, and the process 
of evaluation amounts to mixing the method of the historian with that of the 
philosopher. It amounts to being lost between the past, which has ended, and 
the future, which has not come. Therefore, now that the visit has occurred, 
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it is very natural for its results to be discussed. Were they good or bad? 
The bad is limited while success is exploited, for the goal of the politician 
in the last analysis is to achieve success for his cause and struggle. With 
regard to the way in which the decision was made, Abu ‘Ammar erred when he 
made it alone. This is considered one of the bad things about the visit or 
one of its negative results. Measures are being adopted to prevent the repe- 
tition of this error. For a human being to go from the summit of the struggle 
to the depths of treason in a few minutes is something no intellect can accept, 
except for the intellects of those who like self-destruction and failure. 
Unfortunately, such things occur daily in the arena of the struggle, be it the 
Arab or the Palestinian struggle. Let us return to the subject of the visit. 
As I said, if I want to distance myself from the method of the historian, I 
will not ask how Abu ‘Ammar did it. I will not inquire whether he organized 
it or agreed to it while he was in Tripoli or not. Did the operation take 
place in Port Sa'id or al-Isma'iliyah? Was it an emotional moment or one of 
political understanding? Was it an operation with a long-term goal, or just 
an expression of the despair produced by what happened in Tripoli? Or was it 
a reaction to what happened in Tripoli? I will not ask these questions, but 
what happened in Tripoli, as both we and the Soviets said, went beyond the 
bounds of reason. We must ask the following question: Has Egypt's departure 
or absence from the arena of Arab leadership destroyed the Arab position or 
not? I do not say 'harmed'; I ask whether it destroyed it or not. The simple 
answer to that question is that Egypt's absence from the Arab scene has 
destroyed the Arab position, because it has not been demonstrated that there 
is an alternative to Egypt in the leadership position. It suffices for me to 
Say that Arab decisions no longer have a mechanism of action on the interna- 
tional scene. Consequently, the effectiveness of an Arab decision fades away 
as soon as the media noise associated with the decision's announcement quiets 
down. The Fes resolutions demonstrate that clearly. Does the interest of 
imperialism lie in having Egypt stay isolated from the Arab world or not? It 
is perfectly clear that the interest of imperialism lies in the continuation 
of Egypt's isolation from the Arab world. This is something both historians 
and politicians know. Since colonialism in the Middle East began at the start 
of the 19th century, the colonialist powers have been trying to tear the Arab 
world apart and isolate Egypt in particular from it. '‘Abd-al-Nasir said in 
front of me more than once that America had offered him the return of the Sinai, 
on the condition that he cease his Arab activity. He refused. He always said 
that the West Bank and the Gaza Strip had to be regained before the Sinai and 
the Golan Heights, because the problem was on the West Bank and in Gaza, not 
in the Golan and the Sinai, in terms of the international situation. There- 
fore, self-interest requires the return of Egypt, while the interest of 
colonialism lies in keeping Egypt separate. The pan-Arab interest and the 
national interest both require the return ot Egypt. The resolutions of the 
Baghdad summit were not against Egypt; they were against the al-Sadat policy. 
Al-Sadat was killed and Husni Mubarak succeeded him. In politics, the new 
president does not bear the responsibility for what the previous one did. 
Indeed, even according to political custom, a new prime minister does not bear 
the responsibility for what the previous prime minister did, unless he upholds 
the latter's policy. We know that when a state wants to change its policy, it 
changes its government. It brings in a new prime minister and a new foreign 
minister. The change in personalities tells one that a change of policy is 
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is afoot. As for the policy, if I may continue to use the historical method in 
this evaluation, Husni Mubarak and his successors will continue to be guilty of 
what al-Sadat did. This is the height of failure, or what we call the genius 
for failure. When Husni Mubarak came along, we needed Egypt. We needed to 
leave the theory of thinking in inherited terms behind, because leadership is 
not an inheritance. Mere pretty ideas do not mean that those who think them 
are qualified to lead. Leadership has 1001 foundations. The Arabs have not 
demonstrated that they are capable of creating leaders now that Egypt is absent. 
Let me even repeat something said by His Highness King al-Hasan II: "The 
Situation we Arabs are in is strange. Our summit conference is supposed to be 
a leading institution for the nation, as is the case with the African Unity 
summit, the non-aligned summit, or the summit of the Common Market countries. 
But in my position as head of the summit, I do not know a thing about what is 
going on in the Arab world. Consequently, I have begun to feel that I am not 
the head of an Arab summit, but the chairman of the sessions of the summit. 
Such an institution as this is of no political benefit." 


Thus, I can understand why King al-Hasan was very eager to hold the next Arab 
summit. He wanted to end his chairmanship of the previous Arab summit, so that 
he could rid himself of the emotional frustration. He cannot play the role of 
summit chairman, and he does not want to bear the responsibility if it has no 
content. He was given responsibility for the 7/-member committee. He was not 
able to hold a meeting for it at which he could present the results of what 
had happened, so that a report could be written about the results of its acti- 
vities and later submitted to the Arab summit. This is how far the deteri- 
Oration in the mechanism of Arab action has gone. 


In sum, we need Egypt. Egypt also needs us, because the loans it will get from 
America in 1985 are barely enough to cover the interest on the loans it took 
out prior to 1985. This means Egypt is heading for a stage in which it will 

be in a state of economic dependency--to a greater extent than is necessary in 
international relations--on the American economy, or on American capitalism 

and the White House. In pan-Arab terms, such a development cannot be permitted. 
We must save Egypt. 


The Marxists speak of the dialectic. The simplest thing the dialectic means is 
that nothing occurs by itself. Each action requires two parties. If we want 
to apply this idea to Egypt, then to the extent to which we ask it to distance 
itself from the Camp David policy, the Arabs must aid Egypt to do so. This 
means rewarding the people of Egypt, who have refused normalization to the 
point that the grocers in some obscure quarters in Egypt, and in Cairo in par- 
ticular, now put advertisements in front of their shops saying, "We have no 
Israeli goods." Their purpose is to attract customers to buy from these 
Egyptian shops. These great people, who experienced long years of deprivation 
because of the Palestinian cause or the struggle with the Zionist enemy, were 
told that "Heaven will open its gates, and you will eat chicken and meat." 
Then they found that what had happened was not merely against their interests, 
but against their feelings and sensibility. Consequently, they took a stand 
and began, even though indirectly, to feel that their Arabism was something 
real, as was the cause of Palestine. We must not forget that almost every 
family in Egypt has a member who was martyred or wounded in Palestine. How 
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does one detonate these popular feelings? Whether Abu ‘Ammar intended it or 
not, as a result of his visit, these Egyptian masses regained their awareness 
of the Palestinian subject. They transferred it from their unconscio 

their consciousness. The Arab and Palestinian milieu returned to the ts 
of Egypt as a result of the reception and welcome Yasir ‘Arafat received and 
the statements on the visit that were issued by the Nationalist Movement, 
especially the one issued by the Grouping [Party], which appeared in AL-AHALI. 
The response of the people in the streets to this position is an indication of 
the kind of political position the Egyptian people want their government to 
adopt. Consequently, it has created a mass position with a political orien- 
tation identical to the one we are asking for from the Egyptian government. 
This is a factor in the direction of change. We must realize that dishonor is 
not that simple. Government on the basis of intentions is impossible. To 
move from a state of patriotism to one of betrayal, and then froma state of 
betrayal to one of patriotism, is something that can only happen among the 
animals. Consequently, if this shift in classification indicates anything at 
all, it means that one has a genius for failure, as a result of being steeped 
in the methods of historians and philosophers. This means cither that those 
who have taken this position are not qualified for positions of political 
leadership, or that certain pressures are being exerted. Consequently, le who 
gives in to such pressures on this level with respect to his stance is not fit 
to be in a position of leadership, for leadership requires one to be responsible 
and courageous at the same time. 


[Question] Your answer is the best political and emotional reading of Abu 
"Ammar's visit to Egypt. However, just as you are accustomed to letting others 
hear your opinion with objectivity, we have grown accustomed to you listening 
to the opinions of others with the same objectivity. On this basis we ask the 
following question. ‘Arafat's going to Es ¢ was a turning point. It is true 
that the Egypt of Husni Mubarak is not th Jgypt of al-Sadat. However, the 
Camp David treaty remains. The Egypt of Camp David remains. Who drew closer 
to whom through Abu 'Ammar's visit to Egypt? 


[Answer] I do not believe that Yasir ‘Arafat drew closer to Camp David. He 
does not derive a bit of benefit from it. If ‘Arafat's goal is to become the 
president of the republic in a state, he cannot achieve this with Camp David. 
If he wants to be a headman of a minority under Israeli protection, then there 
is no need for all this struggle, devotion, and sacrifice, if he wants his fate 
to be like that in the end. I am not saying that Egypt can leave Camp David 
behind at once, because the requirements of such a departure are not given. 
Egypt made a treaty with Britain in 1936 that was cancelled in 1951 before the 
23 July revolution. It was impossible to avoid signing the treaty at that 
time, and once signed, it could not be cancelled any sooner. "Abd-al-Nasir 
could not achieve the nationalization of the canal before reaching an agreement 
that assured the departure of the English. Politics is a struggle of wills 
liked to forces. It is not a theoretical disputation in which the victor is 
the man with the strongest argument or the most correct thinking. Even in 
conversation, those who possess a correct idea but cannot defend it are defeated 
by those who possess a less correct idea but are more capable of defending it. 
Camp David will not be eliminated with the stroke of a pen. However, if the 
extant circumstances change, then Camp David will be undone by several factors. 











One of these factors is internal. It is the creation of a state of revival 
from within in a direction opposed to the Camp David policy, as well as the 
building of a strong Egyptian army capable of defending Egypt even if the 
result of cancellation were an Israeli attack on Egypt. I still remember with 
pleasure this statement of Field Marshal Abu Ghazalah: "The Camp David peace 
is not Egypt's peace but Israel's. Peace is not considered to be the peace of 
a state unless that state has an army capable of defending its borders against 
the attacks of the other party. Consequently, do not ask me about Egypt's 
peace unless we come to have such an army." 


The foreign factor is the Arab position vis-a-vis the Egyptian economy. Has an 
Arab discussion concerning the Egyptian economy taken place with Husni Mubarak? 
I know that President Saddam Husayn offered al-Sadat $5 billion annually in 
order to solve his financial problems. Al-Sadat refused. Has the suggestion 
been made again to Husni Mubarak? Has he agreed to programming the withdrawal 
from Camp David? No. Our problem in the Arab world is that we are not aware 
of the content ot our decisions. We behave in an absolutist, nihilistic 
fashion. Look at those who believe in Marxism. They have turned Marxism into 
a priesthood. They have become a new Vatican with a progressive slogan. 
Consequently, they do not consider affairs with the relativism imposed by the 
material facts of life. They ask others to do everything while they do nothing. 


[Question] In this context in particular, what do you think of the statement 
that Yasir ‘Arafat's visit to Cairo was a pivotal visit, in the sense that it 
consecrated new Arab axes? 


{Answer] There is a difference between axiality and strengthening one's own 
position. It had nothing to do with axes at all. However, it might have 
something to do with strengthening one's own position. Why did the visit not 
have anything to do with axes? If Abu ‘Ammar and the Palestinian leadership 
possess the kind of awareness 1 hope they do, then neither of them believes 

in Arab axes. There is a very simple reason tor this. It is the same reason 
that has caused the Palestinian leadership not to believe in individual action. 
The Palestinian leadership does not reject individual action because it is 
affiliated with treason, as Brother 'Abd-al-Halim Khaddam says. Instead the 
Palestinian leadership and Fatah in particular reject all individual action, 
whether it be Arab or Palestinian. However, I do not find that those who fight 
individual action practice collective action. Nevertheless, we must understand 
that the Palestinian cause possesses an international dimension not present in 
any other cause. The problem is basically international, but the solution to 
it now cannot be international, even if there were a military option. The 
Arab military option can only become effective if certain international 
alliances that do not yet exist are set up. There must be secret, collective, 
Arab organizing that will surprise the enemy with a military battle. There 
must be a will to struggle that will continue without demanding a cease-fire. 
The latest stage does not indicate that anything like this is in the offing. 

If the Arab armies had waged war in Israel as the Iraqi army has in I[ran, then 
the problem would no longer exist. Therefore, the game of axes is rejected, 

as is the notion of individual action, because the presence of this interna- 
tional dimension in the Palestinian cause necessarily subordinates it to the 
equations of the international struggle and international politics. In turn, 
international politics are subordinated to what is called in the modern sense 
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or in modern diplomatic and political parlance pressure cards. This term refers 
to interests. In our modern era, interests consist of a very important geo- 
graphical location. As Arabs, we possess such a location. Interests can also 
be a matter of economics. Either we are a desirable consumer market, or we 
possess natural resources the world needs, or we possess a capital surplus the 
world needs. The Palestinian people do not possess any of these pressure cards. 
They possess neither land, nor natural resources, nor a consumer market, nor 
surplus capital. Consequently, they do not possess the other pressure card 
factor: alliances. This is because they do not possess interests on the basis 
of which alliances can be concluded. Thus, if someone undertakes individual 
Arab or Palestinian action, he enters into balances in which he controls no 
pressure cards or very few. The experience of al-Sadat is very clear in this 
regard. Therefore we need all the pressure cards the Arabs and the interna- 
tional Arab alliances possess, in order to be able to confront the pressure 
cards held by Israel through its alliance with America. Therefore, the game of 
axes is a contradiction. Both it and individual action are in contradiction 
with this situation. 


Therefore, the Palestinian line cannot be sound if it believes in axes or works 
with them. However, we must understand with complete clarity that we need 
bilateral relationships to strengthen ourselves, on the condition that they 

are not axial. That is, they must be a foundation for concentrating the forces 
of pressure in the interest of the Palestinian cause, instead of being axial 
and causing disunity on the Palestinian scene. Such disunity will end with the 
elimination of the pressure cards the axis itself possesses. This is what 
happened to the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front. Out of a sense of 
either humor or pain, I call it the Steadfastness and Deterioration Front. 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


"ARAFAT DISCUSSES INFIGHTING, LEBANESE CRISIS 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 57, 12 May 84 pp 15-17 


{Interview with Yasir ‘Arafat, PLO chairman, by Diyab Nabhan and Abu Bakr 
al-Sharif: "Israel Intends to Turn Southern Lebanon Over to Dani Sham'un, 
and Egypt Is Entering a Silent War Against Camp David"; in Baghdad and Rabat, 
date not specified] 


[Text] This interview with Mr Yasir ‘Arafat was conducted by AL-TADAMUN in 

two Arab capitals. In Rabat, where he attended the meetings of the Jerusalem 
Commission, Abu ‘Ammar received our comrade Abu Bakr al-Sharif. In Baghdad, 

he received our comrade Diyab Nabhan. In the two interviews, Abu ‘Ammar warned 
once again about the "sectarian ghoul," the "danger of Balkanization," and 

the possibility that "Israel will turn southern Lebanon into a canton under 

the leadership of Dani Sham'un."" This last item is a new piece of information 
Abu ‘Ammar is announcing. He does not cease to repeat it, to warn, and to 
announce that "By God, I have been told. And so, by God, I am bearing witness." 
Has this information reached those whom the matter concerns? 


Abu 'Ammar's quiver is filled by what is said and what is not said. An inter- 
view with this man, whose face shows all the signs of the Palestinian concern 
mixed with other Arab concerns, has to be full of sorrow. However, the cur- 
rent situation will not permit me to write all that Abu ‘Ammar said outside 

the framework of our journalistic interview with regard to his visit to Baghdad, 
his meeting with Iraqi President Saddam Husayn, the character of the talks held 
during this meeting, and the subjects with which they dealt. 


Abu ‘Ammar said to AL-TADAMUN: 


"T amundertaking this visit to the Iraqi region as important and serious cir- 
cumstances are present in our Arab nation. Fateful challenges are imposing 
themselves on the entire Arab situation. Together with my brother, President 
Saddam Husayn, and my brother Iraqi officials, I discussed all the circumstances 
and developments present on the Arab and Palestinian levels. I was reassured 

by him concerning the situation at the front, and I spoke with him about the 
importance of mobiliziug efforts to stop the war, especially since we in the 

PLO have contributed and are contributing to this effort in various inter- 
national forums and commissions. I have noted that the brother president is 
greatly interested in and supportive of the PLO, its leadership, the Palestinian 














people, and their just cause. I saw that Iraq supports without hesitation, 
with strength, and with decisiveness both our revolution and our people. 
Despite the circumstances of the war, Iraq is not hesitating to extend the 
hand of assistance to the Palestinian revolution." 


The Palestinian Dialogue 


After the departure of the resistance from Beirut in the summer of 1982 and its 
later departure from Tripoli, serious disturbances appeared in the Palestinian 
arena. It witnessed numerous internal challenges that progressed from differ- 
ences in points of view to secession, a battle among the popular organizations, 
and finally a dialogue conducted via a third party through the exchanging of 
memoranda, as happened in Aden a while ago. The direct dialogue that took 

place a while ago between the four organizations took place outside the frame- 
work of the PLO, because the Palestinian Communist Party is not a fighting 
faction. Thus, it is not recognized as an organization or a faction within 

the PLO. Similary, the recent dialogue in Aigeria took place between the Fatah 
movement, the Popular Front, the Democratic Front, and the Palestinian Communist 
Party. It has been the point of view of Fatah that a dialogue in the frame- 
work of the PLO should take in the other factions that have defended independent 
Palestinian decision-making. These include the Arab Liberation Front and the 
Palestinian Liberation Front, which is led by Abu al-'Abbas. According to 

Abu ‘Ammar, the dialogue has borne fruit. He believes that the succeeding 

stage of the dialogue will affirm this. It is supposed to have begun on 9 May. 


A Palestinian political source has told AL-TADAMUN that the dialogue will 
succeed without a doubt, and that the Palestinian National Council will be con- 
vened no later than the first week of June. Along side it will be held a popu- 
lar conference that will be attended by 5000 Palestinian popular cadres. Abu 
"Ammar said the following about al! that: 


"It is important for us to record that the plot that followed the departure 
from Beirut was intended to erase the Palestinian number and finish what Sharon 
failed to achieve in Beirut. Thus, we must state that the first thing the 

plot focused on right after the departure was an attempt to rend the Palestinian 
scene through an exposed Arab conspiracy that made use of some Palestinian 
symbols as a cover. The same thing happened in 1976, when some Palestinian and 
Lebanese symbols were used against the PLO and the national movement in Lebanon. 
The most important thing we can take pride in is that despite the violence of 
the plot, the PLO was able to be steadfast in confronting it. It did so despite 
the fact that the plot used all available means, including the attack on the 
Palestinian camps in northern Lebanon, the attempt to eliminate the PLO in 
Tripoli, and the commission of massacres at Nahr al~Barid and al-Badawi. The 
conspiracy was not satisfied with this, for it then tried to attack the legi- 
timacy of the PLO by detaining the members of the executive committee and 
restricting their movements, as well as by keeping the Palestine National 
Council from convening through the use of various pretexts and means. Despite 
all this, we in the PLO have been eager to open a dialogue with all the 
Palestinian organizations that have contributed to the defense of the organza- 
tion and independent Palestinian decision-making, as well as with those organ- 
izations that believe in this principle and work for its sake, but were not 
permitted by various circumstances to take part in defending it and their 
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revolution and people. That is why we have held meetings continually in the 
various Arab capitals with these brothers. The latest was the meeting in 
Algiers. It has been agreed that it will be followed on 9 May by another 
meeting which will be expanded to include all the forces on the Palestinian 
scene I have mentioned, in addition to the independent elected members of the 
executive committee. The meeting will base its activity on the resolutions of 
the Palestine National Council. We have agreed to take no other working paper 
than these resolutions as our guide." 


Abu ‘Ammar went on to say, "On this basis, it has been agreed in principle to 
convene the Palestine National Council after the dialogue is over. Along side 
the meeting of the National Council, we will hold an expanded popular conference 
at which all the sectors of our people will be represented. Thus, the 
Palestinian representation at this conference will have the broadest possible 
popular base taking part in the decision-making. At the same time, we will 
issue a call for a popular conference in Jerusalem in order to affirm this 
concept and the popular stance of our masses both inside and outside the 
occupied territories, which have formed and still form the true pillar and 
Support on which the PLO depends on its difficult, rugged and long course." 


AL-TADAMUN can confirm that a decision has been made to hold a popular con- 
ference, and that PLO Central Committee Member 'Abd-al-Rahim Ahmad has been 
given the task of preparing for it in his capacity as head of the PLO's 
popular organization office. 


Abu ‘Ammar's Meeting with Brzezinski 


When Abu ‘Ammar left Tripoli, many were expecting the end of the PLO. Some 
based their political calculations on the notion that the organization had come 
to an end. At least this is what Zbigniew Brzezinski, the American national 
security advisor in the administration of former President Jimmy Carter, told 
Yasir ‘Arafat at a dinner recently attended by the two men at the home of an 
Arab official in Tunis. Brzezinski explained that the entire administration 
of American President Ronald Reagan had based and still does base its calcul- 
ations on the idea that the PLO has come to an end. Brzezinski asked in 
astonishment how the PLO could remain steadfast after all that had happened 
to it. Abu ‘Ammar answered by reminding him of his famous statement of 1979: 
"Good-bye, PLO." The Palestinian leader also told the former American 
official, "You are now out of power, while I am still head of the PLO." 


Concerning this meeting Abu ‘Ammar told AL-TADAMUN the following: 


"During Brzezinski's recent visit to Tunis, I received an invitation from a 
friend who is an Arab official to meet him. I welcomed the opportunity, 
especially since it was Mr Brzezinski who in 1979 uttered the famous state- 
ment: "Good-bye to the PLO."' We had a long conversation about various issues 
of interest to us, especially with respect to the American position on our 
just cause and the unlimited support the American administration gives to the 
Zionist enemy, whose arrogance and occupation of our Arab and Palestinian land 
it helps to continue. At the beginning of the conversation, he confirmed to 
me that the session was private and did not represent any American recognition 
of the PLO. He said that no official American party had asked him to have 
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this meeting. For my part, I respected this confirmation of his, but I told 
him: "You American officials always do this. We hear the good things you say 
about the just Palestinian cause and the Palestinian people only when you are 
out of power. In the same way, Carter, Ford, and Nixon said important things 
about the Palestinian people and their just rights after they had left office." 
Abu ‘Ammar has described this year as dangerous, saying it was a year in which 
the cards would be gathered. The Israeli elections will take place in July, 

a year ahead of time because of the domestic setbacks the Likud's policy has 
suffered and the successful opposition to the Zionist occupation of southern 
Lebanon. Then there are the American elections, which are usually described 

as being the worst time when the worst decisions are taken. Perhaps the intro- 
duction into the campaign of the issue of Jerusalem and the attempts to move 

the embassy there is a real indication of bad times for bad decisions in 
America. For its part, the Arab region is facing numerous and varied challenges. 
One thinks of the Zionist challenge, the Iranian challenge, and the challenge 
posed by what Abu ‘Ammar calls the threat of Balkanization. The latter is a 
summation of all those challenges. 


What sides are involved in the Balkanization plot? What are its instruments 
and modes of expression? These questions are especially important now that 

the attempts at division have reached the Palestinian scene. The Palestinian 
cause is a fundamental unifying factor on the Arab scene. When it is afflicted 
by division, then the threat of Balkanization becomes clear. Therefore, Abu 
"Ammar is ringing the warning bell and saying: 


"The most dangerous thing we are facing has to do with what I have called the 
danger of Balkanization. This expression was used by Kissinger in numerous 
articles and analyses on the region. In a number of them, he referred to the 
need to push the region into a state of Balkanization, in order to facilitate 
the process of controlling it. I remember that Kissinger said this as well 
in his meeting with Yugoslavian President Tito in the beginning of December 
1974. This meeting came after the Rabat resolutions, which contained an Arab 
consensus that the PLO was the sole legitimate representative of the Palesti- 
nian people. During our visit to him in northern Yugoslavia on 5 December 
1974, Tito warned us about the expressions Kissinger had used. At their head 
came this expression about the need to Balkanize the iegion, especially since 
--as Kissinger put it--the Rabat resolutions had reversed the equation in the 
region for him. Now the goal of this on-going plot is to divide the region 
along sectarian lines and stir up disturbances and wars. All we have to do is 
take a look at what is going on now in Lebanon to see these Zionist and 
American attempts, in which some Arab parties have become involved. The aim 
is to rend and divide the region, to stir up sectarian conflicts in it, and 
to stimulate internal struggles, thereby threatening the future of the entire 
Arab nation. 


It is easy to carry out both the plan Kissinger spoke of and the sectarian 
partition plans the rules of the sons of Zion have spoken of." 


"Arafat went on to say: 


"Tt is necessary for me to ring the bell in order to warn my Arab nation of the 
predicament into which it is being pushed and in which these parties have become 
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entangled. One can understand perfectly America's concentration, since 
Kissinger made this intamous statement of his on considering the cause a 
unifying factor within the Arab nation while the Palestinian revolution has 
formed a guarantee for unity within Lebanon. It blocked the unleashing of 

the sectarian ghoul in Lebanon and the region. What happened was a translation 
of this plan, which was worked out in the American Pentagon and executed by 
Israel. Its implementation has been aided by the Arab elements who have become 
entangled in the plan." 


"Arafat added: 


"We must remember the American decision to invade Lebanon through the agency of 
Israel in the beginning. A quick look at what Alexander Haig has written will 
uncover all the dimensions of this plan and this awful crime. Sharon cooper- 
ated with Alexander Haig in the drawing up of its details and in its execution 
against the people of Lebanon and Palestine and the PLO. They believed that 
they would be able to pulverize the PLO and its foundations in a few hours or 
days. But their calculations went awry, just as a Palestinian proverb says. 
The PLO and its Lebanese allies waged the most magnificent confrontation and 
the longest and most important Arab-Israeli war in southern Lebanon and Beirut. 
The war is still going on in the form of the successful war of attrition 
launched by the joint Lebarese-Palestinian forces against the Israeli forces 
in the south." 


Abu ‘Ammar went on to say: 


"The Palestinian revolution is waging its war and battle on more than one front. 
These include heated military battles, the successful war of attrition, the 
battle to reorganize our ranks, the reconstruction of our infrastructure, and 
the battle of media confrontation. The enemy's media have launched a campaign 
of lies. Unfortunately, some of our magazines, newspapers, and information 
media have picked up on them and repeated them as if they were facts, thereby 
forgetting the poison the enemy media spread. In addition to all that, there 
is the confrontation on the Arab level, which is proceeding through the battle 
of rebalancing. We mean by that the re-rectification of the situation within 
the Arab corpus and in the Middle East region. Effort is being focused in 
particular on securing the return of Egypt to its natural place in our Arab 
nation and on re-establishing its leading role in this context, so that we can 
stand side-by-side with the Egyptian people and help each other, far from the 
policies of Camp David. We can say that Egypt is now entering a quiet but 
successful battle in this context. It suffices for us to observe the failure 
of the enemy in the battle in this context. It suffices for us to observe the 
failure of the enemy in the battle to normalize relations with Egypt. This 
failure was also demonstrated by the recent decision by President Husni Mubarak 
to cut relations with El Salvador and Costa Rica and by the commitment Egypt 
has announced to the resolutions, goals, and principles of the Islamic Confer- 
ence. Egypt has strongly resumed the practice of its role in the conference. 
In addition, it cooperated militarily in the protection of the Palestinian 
forces that left Tripoli in December 1983. There are still other positions 
which the Arab citizenry has begun to notice continually in Egypt's policy. 
However, there is another matter that is just as important. It is the necessity 











ot ending the Iran-Iraq War. If it were not for this war, it would not be 
possible for the enemy to isolate the Palestinian revolution, the Palestinian 
people, or the Lebanese people. With Egypt absent and Iraq distracted, this 
isolation occurred in our Arab East and the insolvence of our enemy increased." 


fhe South Is a Canton Under the Leadership of Dani Sham'un 


Abu ‘Ammar was asked about his view of the situation in Lebanon in general and 
the tuture of the south in particular. 


"Everything I warned about has now become a fact: cantons, sects, sectarian 
princes, the sectarian cancer, and the execution of the Zionist plan against 
our Arab nation that was referred to by Ben Gurion and Moshe Sharett in their 
memoirs and by the rulers of Zion in their books. The plan was also referred 

to by the documents 'Abd-al-Nasir turned over, which were published in the 

book "The Dawn of Israel". What we are facing now is this plan. Unfortunately, 
it would not have been possible for this plot to arise or succeed if it had 

not been for the entanglement in it of some Arab parties. This plan was 
revealed by what happened in Tripoli and the Biga'. The attack on the 
Palestinian revolution, its expulsion from Beirut and Tripoli, and the two- 
sided Arab-Israeli siege created an opportunity for Lebanon to be raped. 

These events allowed the Lebanese people to be raped and divided and Lebanon's 
territory to be partitioned. I warned about this sectarian cancer and 1 am 
still warning about it. I have been repeating this warning since I left Beirut. 
If we look at the issue of the Israeli newspaper MA'ARIV that was issued on 

9 July 1982, we will find an analysis of this kind about the partition ot 
Lebanon. Indeed, it deals with the division of Lebanon. As tor the south, 

it will become a canton under the control of Dani Sham'un." 


We asked Abu ‘Ammar how this would come about. 


"The third canton under the control of Dani Sham'un will be an enlarged version 
of the experience of Sa'd Haddad. I would like to mention here that the way 
was paved for this matter at a serious conference held recently at Jazzin. 

The conference was very serious, but it seems that we do not read. If we read, 
we either do not absorb or do not want to absorb." 


Abu ‘Ammar went on to draw our attention to the seriousness of the situation in 
southern Lebanon by saying: 


"Israel's ambitions begin with southern Lebanon. The maestro in these sectarian 
entites will be Israel. I support the cancellation of the 17 May agreement. 
Cancellation was a victory for our Arab nation. But | must pose a question. 
Does it show contempt for our minds? How is it that the 1/7 May agreement has 
been cancelled and eliminated, while the Israeli embassy is still present in 
East Beirut under the name of the Israeli Office? Just as the cancellation ot 
this treaty was announced, another office was opened for the Lebanese Front in 
Jerusalem under the leadership of Pierre al-Najjar. You know the efforts 

Israel was making at the same time to gain control ot the Druze entity. That 
matter is no secret to anyone any more. However, we are ringing the bell tor 
the Arab nation, so that it will awaken to this sectarian cancer, which is 
far more dangerous than any other. Is this not an expression of contempt 
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our Arab nation and the Arab mind? The Arab press is promoting the political 
and sectarian "striptease" operation in the region. It covers these Arab 
regimes, which have taken part in the crime. Its only concern is to look for 
a way to "subjugate" the Palestinian revolution. Twenty years of fighting and 
effort and hundreds of thousands of martyrs and wounded are of no account in 
the conscience of this press. I am sorry. At any rate (he laughs), I am not 
waiting for anyone to give me his voice. In Beirut, Damascus, and Tripoli, 
however, I was asked to be quiet. Arab officials contacted me by telephone 
and asked me to stop talking. With this price, I could get out alive. I told 
them I would talk so that future generations and the Arab masses would know 
the truth about the plot." 


We asked Abu ‘Ammar about the ability of the Lebanese national resistance to 
fight Israel in the south. We also asked him about the likelihood of the elec- 
tions in Israel affecting the future of the south. He seized on the second 
half ot the question first and said in an angry tone: 


"Is it not sad that it is the habit of the Arab press these days to talk about 
the Israeli and American elections and what canbe expected from a new admin- 
istration among the Americans or Zionists? Unfortunately, we seem to be 
looking for salvation in the holes of snakes. As for the answer to the ques- 
tion about the Lebanese resistance in the south, it is yes. The resistance is 
capable of fighting the occupation, especially since the Palestinian revolution 
takes part in all the operations in the south in one way or another. We take 
part completely, or with arms. We cooperate with all our capabilities and 
facilities with our Lebanese brothers in all these operations. Israel knows 
this. Therefore, it has re-opened its camps. The Ansar camp now holds 1400 
Palestinians and 950 Lebanese." 


Settlement: An International Conspiracy 


The interview with Abu ‘Ammar turned to the policy of Zionist settlement in 
Palestine. This policy has so far led to the expropriation of half the land 

on the occupied West Bank and the implantation of tens of thousands of settlers. 
This is not to speak of the Shamir government's announced plan to establish 

31 new settlements before the next elections in July. In this context, Abu 
"Ammar said: 


"There is no doubt that there is a huge Zionist conspiracy with international 
dimensions whose aim is to achieve complete control over Palestinian land, 
Judaize it, and strengthen the occupation. Our people inside the occupied 
territories are now being exposed to the worst kind of terrorism, oppression, 
expropriation of land, and destruction of homes. Even the springs of water 
have been seized, as loathsome as it sounds to say that. In addition, these 
steadfast people are suffering immeasurably from the economic situation and 
financial inflation in the occupied territories, which has no parallel in any 
other country of the world. The Israelis are getting increasing support from 
the Israeli government in keeping up with the inflation. At the same time, 
the burden falls with all its severity on the necks of our people. This was 
one of the basic points brought up at the meeting of the Jerusalem Committee, 
which was held recently in Fes. It is also the main reason why we called for 

















a meeting of the Muslim foreign ministers, which will be held in Algeria for 
this purpose. We have also brought up this subject in the Arab League and at 
the Security Council. We in the Palestinian leadership devote special care to 
this subject. The PLO gives our people what support it can. In addition, it 
cooperates with Jordan through the Joint Palestinian Committee in order to 
support the steadfastness of our people in the occupied territories." 


Abu ‘Ammar continued speaking. He pointed out that: 


"The Zionists want Palestine without its inhabitants. Your magazine, 
AL-TADAMUN, published material in its 21 April 1984 issue that dealt with the 
Israeli plot to tap the waters of the Litani. This confirms that there will 
be no withdrawal from the Lebanese region. It is part of the deal that was 
made and part of the price paid to Israel to undertake its invasion against 
the Palestinian and Lebanese people in Lebanon." 


Abu ‘Ammar added: 


"IT must record here the steadfast and firm stand taken by our masses in the 
occupied territories in the face of this ugly plot. They are demanding that 
our Arab nation give them the material means they need to be steadfast in the 
fact of the seriousness of this stage and the cruelty and ugliness of the 
plot, so that we will not say, as the Jews said to the Prophet Moses: 'May 
you and your God go and fight. We will sit here."" In addition, let me say 
that we in the PLO think that steadfastness has two basic foundations. There 
must be more firmness and struggle with all available military, political, 
media, and mass means. In addition, the greatest possible amount ol materia! 
support must be provided to our steadfast masses, who are stationed in 
Jerusalem, the first direction for prayer and the third of the noble holy 
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SYRIA 


PROMINENT OFFICIAL INSISTS SYRIA NO OBSTACLE TO SUMMIT 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 378, 19 May 84 p 29 
[Article by Marwan al-Muhayini] 


[Text] Syria sees no hope of a change in the American position on the 
Middle East but will not oppose any Arab summit oriented toward reviving 
Arab solidarity. 


Syria has again called for an international conference under the aegis of 
the UN, with the widest participation possible, to bring peace to the Middle 
East. During talks last week with Romanian President Ceausescu, President 
Hafiz al-Asad stated that Syria is eager to establish peace in the region 
on the basis of Israeli withdrawal from all occupied Arab territory 

and restortation of the legal rights of the Palestinians, including the 
right to self-determination and the establishment of their own independent 
state in accord with UN resolutions. However, President al-Asad indicated 
that, in addition to this Syria wants "peace through equality and will 

not work for peace that starts from a position of weakness." He also 
referred to "the Israeli policy of agression and Israel's ambitions for 
expansion and supremacy." 


The situation inthe Middle East was the main topic of the talks between 
Presidents al-Asad and Ceausescu. It was also clear that their viewpoints 
did not coincide. They were identical on some matters and close on others. 


Observers noted, from what was published concerning the talks and from 

what was contained in the joint statement, the absence of harmony in the 
positions of the two sides, especially regarding American and Israeli 
policy, not in the Middle East only, but at the international level. This 
became clear during the speech made by the two presidents at a dinner party 
when President al-Asad concentrated on "the aggressive expansionist 
intentions of Israel and the hostile policy of the United States toward the 
rights of Arabs and unlimited support of Israel," while the Romanian 
president avoided any reference to that. But Ceausescue charged the 

Soviet Union with equal responsibility for the tense situation in Europe 
since he said that this "tense situation is a result of the stationing of 
American missiles on the one hand and the Soviet countermeasures on the 
other."' When the Romanian President called for direct negotiations to 
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bring about peace in the Middle East, President al-Asad had to remind him 
of the agreement of the two nations, during previous meetings between the 
two heads of state or their delegates, to support the holding of an 
international conference under the auspices of the UN. He repeated the 
statement on Israeli intentions and aggressive practices and its obdurate 
policies. He pointed out that Israel's rulers do not want to bring about 
peace, just as they do not contribute to making peace. 


In this respect AL-MUSTAQBAL directed the following question to a 
prominent Syrian official: 


Most Arab states have previously called for and worked toward holding this 
international conference for peace in the Middle East. Why do you not 
coordinate your efforts with these states in calling for holding this 
conference? 


The prominent Syrian official replied: 


There is a substantial difference between Syria's motive in calling for 

the conference and that of some of the other Arabs. The difference is that 
we have called for this international conference without any delusions 

about the American position and policy or the extent of America's commitment 
to support Israel, or about the explanation for expected changes in the 
Zionist entity along the path on Israel hostile to peace, whereas some 

Arabs believe that it is possible for the American position to be neutral 
and for the Israeli aggressive methods, which are inimical to peace, to be 
changed along the way. Therefore coordination on this matter would bear 

no fruit. Consequently it is necessary to establish genuine, fighting 

Arab solidarity and a strong Arab front exerting its maximum pressure on the 
American position, 


AL-MUSTAQBAL: Since we are talking about Arab solidarity and since the Arab 
foreign ministers will soon be meeting, the atmosphere would be favorable 
for holding the future Arab summit. Will you set forth the Syrian position 
on this matter? 


The Syrian official answered promptly: 


First, I want to explain very cleariy that Syria has not been and will not 
be an obstacle to any Arab meeting, conference or summit. The Arab League 
can bear witness to that. Also Arab solidarity has been and will continue 
to be a constant goal of Syria. We are prepared to attend every conference 
at any level, but we want solidarity for backing our single holy cause, 

not for other purposes, and not under the American umbrella. We will 
participate in the foreign minister conference and in the summit if it is 
scheduled. Syria will be, just as it always has been, positive, and will 
explain its strong position to its brothers just as its ideas, whic! 
developments have proven to be true and its long-range view, which even 








have confirmed to be correct, have been made clear, I want to mention 
the phrase used several times by President al-Assad, that Syria 
strenthens the [Arab] nation as much as the [Arab] nation strengthens 
Syria. 
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OIL REVENUE DECLINES 14.4 PERCENT 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Doha GULF TIMES in English 14 May 84 p 12 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


4400/251 


Abu Dhabi: Dubai's income 
from oil exports dropped by 
14.4% last year due to a fall in 
oil prices, according to a study 
by the Dubai Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry. 


The Emirates news agency Wam 
said the study showed that oil ex- 
ports which were valued at 
Dhi4.5bn accounted for 68.3% of 
the Emirate’s total exports of 
Dh21.3bn while non-oil expcrts 
amounted to Dh1,548m. 

Last year Dubai exported 
1,315,000 more bafels than in 
1982 but revenues dropped by 
Dh2.4bn because of the fail in oil 
prices. 

The main importers of Dubai oil 
are Japan, France, West Germany, 
Spain and the United States. 


The ten-year study showed 
Dubai's oil income increased at an 
annual average rate of 27.2% from 
Dh3.9bn in 1974 to a peak of 
around Dh17bn in 1981-82. 


Despite the fall in oil revenue, 
Dubai continued to have an im- 
pressive trade surplus of Dh1.72bn 
in 1983, with total trade volume 
reaching a new high of Dh40.8bn. 


This was mainly due to re- 
exports, the study said, which 
jumped from Dh2.75bn in 1982 to 
Dh5.19bn last year. 


This, the study added, ‘‘helped in 
minimising the effects of the oil 
price situation”. 

However the study pointed out 
that since the value of re-exports is 
not required by law to be quoted in 
invoices, the actual “value of re- 
exports may be higher than that 
appearing in the balance of trade.” 


The study further noted the vul- 
nerability of the local market to 
Changes elsewhere in the world, 
pointing out import prices increased 
by 14.3% in the last ten years at an 
annual increase of 143.2%, which 
was most noticeable in the case of 
manufactured goods. 











UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


GDP RECORDS SHARP DECLINE 
Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 7 Jun 84 p l 


[Text ] THE UAE's gross domestic pro- 








duct showed a sharp decline of 
13.5 percent in 1983, compared 
with the previous year, mainly due 
to a 25.2 per cent fall in revenue 
from oil sector, according to the 
Central Bank annual report for 
1983. 


It attributed the decline in the oil 
revenue to cut in the output as the 
UAE is committed to the production 
quota allocated by Opec which 
amounts to 1.1 million barrels a day. 
A fall in oil price of five dollars per 
barrel, has also contributed to the 
decline in the revenue. 

Noting that the recessionary trend, 
which began in 1981, continued dur- 
ing the year, the report did not foresee 
the UAE benefiting from the 
economic recovery currently visible in 
the industrialised countries. 

“The UAE will not benefit from it, 
except in a very limited way because 
the slight increase in demand for oil 
resulting from the recovery, will not 
be enough to increase the share of the 
UAE in the total production of 
Opec,” it said. 

The report also pointed to a 
“gradual planned decrease’ in the 
demand for Opec and Oapec oil by the 
Western countries and “a marked 
trend in the industrialised states, espe- 
cially in the United States and the 
European countries, to reduce their 
dependence on Gulf oil.” 


The UAE fuel reserves are pres- 
ently estimated at 31.9 billion barrels 
of oil and 2.52 billion cubic metres of 
gas, the report said. 

It said oil and gas exploration in the 
country continued during past year 
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with the development of Abu Dhabi's 
500,000 barrels a day Upper Zakum 
field at a cost of 5.5 billion dollars and 
the granting of seven new concessions 
in Dubai. 

Gas output during the year declined 
due to the decrease in oi! output. For 
instance, output of the gas liquefac- 
tion plant in Ruwais, one of the three 
such plants in the country, fell to 2.2 
million metric tons during the first 
eight months of 1983 though it has an 
annual capacity of 4.8 million metric 
tons, the report said. 


Total public revenues during the 
period 1981-1983 fell about 43 per 
cent in comparison with 1980, while 
government oil revenues during the 
same period fell by one half of its 
former level. 

Public revenues in 1983 amounted 
to Dh 32.3 billion compared with Dh 
39.6 billion in 1982, showing a decline 
of 18.4 per cent. 

Public expenditure also decreased 
from Dh 42.2 billion in 1982 to Dh 
37.9 billion in 1983, due mainly to the 
new financial policy based on 
rationalising and restricting the public 
expenditure to basic necessities. 


According to the report, current 
expenditure during the year rep- 
resented 63.7 per cent of total public 
expenditure while development 
expenditure represented 17.09 per 
cent, 

The country's current account surp- 
lus was estimated at Dh 16.7 billion 
compared with Dh 25.7 billion in 
1982. 

The surplus in the balance of pay- 
ments was Dh 0.5 billion in 1983 
compared with Dh six billion in 
1982 —WAM 














TRADE TIES WITH BANGLADESH EXPAND 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 13 May 
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THE UAE and Bangladesh have 
signed an agreement for the 
expansion of bilateral commercial 
relations. 


Our Correspondent reports from 
Dhaka: Bangladesh Commerce 
Minister Mohammed Abdul Matin 
and the UAE Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Rashid Abdullah 
signed the agreement on behalf of 
their countnes. 

A Bangladesh ministry spokesman 
later told newsmen that the accord 
would act as an ‘umbrella’ for signing 
further trade protocols between the 
two countnes covering various com- 
modities. 

Under the agreement, briefly 
reported in yesterday's newspaper, 
Bangladesh will export 37 items to the 
UAE, including jute, jute goods, tea, 
leather products, frozen fish and fresh 
fruit while the UAE would export 
crude petroleum, chemicals and fer- 
tilisers. 

The spokesman highlighted that his 
country mainly imported crude oil 
from the UAE wt 4 amounted in the 
1982-83 fiscal year to about 66 mil- 
lion dollars while the UAE imported 
during the same penod jute from 
Bangladesh worth around two million 
dollars. 

The accord, the first of its kind bet- 
ween the two states, stipulated open- 
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ing new avenues for joint investment 
to expand trade transactions. 

The agreement was signed during 
the state visit of the UAE President, 
His Highness Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan 
Al Nahyan, who arrived in Dhaka ona 
six-day visit on May 7. 

He announced during the visit nis 
personal grant for establishment of 
two primary schools, one orphanage 
and 200 deep tubewells. He also 
offered assistance to some health clin- 
ics in Bangladesh. 

Announcing Shaikh Zayed’s per- 
sonal grant, Managing Director of 
Abu Dhabi Fund for Arab Ec. nomic 
Development Mr Nasser Al N. eis, 
said on Saturday that the grant was a 
proof of the UAE President s love and 
affection for the people of Banglad- 
esh 

Referring to the proposais for pro- 
ject finance. i cement, power, 
tubewe.: and gas, Mr Nuweis assured 
Bangiadesh top priority by the Abu 
Dhabi Fund. 

Mr Nuweis also mentioned the 
fund's earlier assistance and coopera- 
von. He said that the fund had alread: 
provided financial assistance to the 
tune of Dh 40 million equivalent to 10 
million dollars to Bangladesh machine 
tools factory, 15 million dollars to 
East-West Inter Connector and 20 
million dollars to Chittagong Urea 
Fertiliser Factory 
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EIGHT NEW COUNTRIES EXPORT TO UAE 
Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 7 Jun 84 p l 
[Article by K. P. Nayar] 


[Text | DESPITE recession in international tries are Zambia, Nicaragua, 








trade and a slowdown in business in 
the UAE, there has been no appreci- 
able decline in the number of coun- 
tries that are trying to get a foothold in 
the local market. 


Analysis of a statistical report pub- 
lished by the Dubai government has 
revealed that last year, eight countries 
which did not figure in the imports 
chart earlier launched their drive to 
export to the UAE through Dubai. 
Among these were Vietnam, 
Nicaragua, E! Salvador and Bolivia. 


There has been an impressive 
increase in the number of new markets 
for re-exports as well. According to 
the report, seven countries took re- 
export items from Dubai for the first 
time, .ncluding Poland, Nepal and 
Argentiia 


Dubai's enterprising businessmen 
have been quick to cash in on the 
opening of the Chinese market as well 
Although small in volume, they man- 
aged not only to send re-exports to 
China last year, but also shipped some 
indigenous products. Exports to 
China in 1983 were valued at Dh 
152,280 and re-exports at Dh 16,920. 

The increase in the number of mar- 
kets for local products has been even 
more impressive with 10 countries 
joining the list of buyers. These 
include industrialised nations such as 
France, Switzerland, Canada, Norway 
and Austria as well as less developed 
countries like Comoro Island, South 
Yemen, Uganda, Djibouti and Bang- 
ladesh. 

Imports from new souices have, 
however, been insignificant in terms 
of volume with all the eight countries 
together accounting for only Dh 8.33 
million worth of goods. The new coun- 
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Madagascar, Vietnam, Libya, Dyib- 
outi, El Salvador and Bolivia. Their 
products range from chemicals, 
machinery, transport equipment, food 
live animals and manufactured goods. 

As these eight countries managed to 
get a foothold in the local market last 
year, nine others which figured among 
the sources of imports in 1982 lost 
their market altogether. Significant 
among them were Iraq, whose export 
drive was possibly affected by the war 
and Nigeria which has been rocked by 
political turmoil. Other losers 
included North Korea, Guyana, 
Bahamas, Dominican Republic and 
Fiji Islands. 

On the re-export front, the new 
markets accounted for trade worth Dh 
6.71 million. Although insignificant in 
terms of volume, trade sources said 
re-exports to new markets at a time of 
world recession was a tribute to efforts 
by Dubai businessmen to diversify 
their trade. 


Apart from China, Poland, Nepal 
and Argentina, the new markets 
included Indonesia, Liberia and 
Senegal. Re-exports included food 
and live animals, machinery and 
transport equipment. However, 
development of new markets was at 
the cost of re-exports to Papua New 
Guinea and Mauritius neither of 
which took re-exports from Dubai last 
year 

New export markets last year 
increased offtake of local items by 
more than two million dirhams. 
Beverages, chemicals, manufactured 
goods, food items, fuels and lubricants 
figured among these exports. 


Kenya, Indonesia, Somalia and Por- 
tugal which bought Dubai's products 
in 1982 did not buy any local items last 
vear, the report revealed. 

















EXPORTS UP DUE TO INDUSTRIALIZATION 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 14 May 
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INDUSTRIAL development in 
Dubai in the last few vears has 
brought about sweeping changes 
in the composition of the emi- 
rate’s exports. Dry fish, raw skin, 
dates and iron scrap which once 
used to be the main exports now 
constitute only one per cent of the 
total. 

According to a decennial study of 
Dubai's trade by the local chamber of 
commerce, industrial production 
which started in a big way within the 
emirate in 1980 pushed up exports to 
Dh 1.54 bilhon last year. This com- 
pared witha mere Dh 14.79 million 10 
vears ago and an even lesser Dh 8.27 
million in 1978, the year that is reck- 
oned to have marked the end of the 
first phase in the emirate’s trade 
development 


The spurt in exports was accounted 
for mainly by the sale of locally pro- 
duced aluminium and gas. Between 
1980 and last year, the average 
increase in exports was to the tune of 
15.7 per cent a year, the survey 
showed 


Major exports last year were 
aluminium ingots, foodstuff, minera! 
water and beverages, metallic pro- 
ducts, plastic goods, cement, lubricat- 
ing oils and liquefied gas. The major 
markets for local products were the 
AGCC states, Japan, Singapore, 
South Korea and Taiwan 

An encouraging aspect of the pat- 
tern of trade brought out by the survey 
is the growing emphasis on regional 
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At last year's level, this represented 
5.9 per cent of the emirate’s total 
imports. Bahrain accounted for 69.6 
per cent of AGCC's total exports to 
Dubai followed by Kuwait with 15 § 
per cent, Saudi Arabia 14.5 per cent 
and Qatar 0.4 per cent. Imports from 
Oman also were insignificant 


The situation with regard to imports 
from Arab countries was, however, far 


cooperation. Dubai's imports from 
AGCC countries, for instance, grew at 
an average of 32 per cent a year during 
the last 10 years, from Dh 275 million 
in 1974 to Dh 1.16 billion last year 

trom encouraging. At Dh 55 mitlion, 
the share of these countries in Dubai's 
trade was only 0.3 per cent of the total 


The study emphasised that the free 
enterprise policy pursued by His 
Highness Shaikh Rashid bin Saeed Al 
Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime 
Minister of UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 
stimulated the growth of trade 


It described the decision to con- 
struct Mina Jebel Ali, the largest 
man-made port in the world, as an act 
of ‘unprecedented foresight.” It was 
followed up with the establishment of 
a §,000-acre industrial zone in Jebel 
Ali offering investors a wide range of 
services and facilities. 


Exemption from import duties for a 
wide range of goods, including foods- 
tuff and consumer items, also stimu- 
lated trade. Even in the case of duti- 
able items, the duty is not more than 
four per cent, the study pointed out 
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[Article by Maruf Khwaja] 


[Excerpt ] 


Officials at Khor Fakkan, Sarjah emirate's second major port, and Fujeirah, 
said their facilities were adequate to service the requirements of shipping 


PORT authorities in Fujeirah and 
Khor Fakkan are receiving a 
stream of enquiries from shipping 
companies anxious to locate 
alternative ports for upper Gulf 
cargo in case the crisis brought on 
by attacks on civilian shipping 
around the war zone results in 
vessels ceasing to enter the 
waterway. 

A port official in Fujeirah said the 
port's management had some time ago 
drawn up contingency plans to cope 
with traffic diversions. Originally the 
plans related to the possible alterna- 
tive use of Fujeirah port by vessels 
affected by the Indian dock strike ear- 
her this year. The same plan had been 
modified to deal with traffic that may 
temporarily be diverted from the 
upper Gulf region. 


lines big or small. 
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The enquiries have been coming 
from shipping companies dealing in 
both general cargo and container lines 
whose regularity of service to certain 
upper Gulf ports has been over- 
shadowed by current uncertainties. 
The official said some of these ema- 
nated from lines carrying cargo to 
Kuwait 

An unspecified number of cargo 
vessels are among the assorted fleet of 
tankers and other carners that are 
believed to be strung out along the 
eastern UAE coast up to waters off 
Oman. 

But the official refused to be excited 
about a reported rise in the number of 
tankers idling in deep sea outside ter- 
ntorial waters. 

He recalled that last year’s tanker 
sump had seen the number of idle 
vessels off the east coast rise to 60 
which is the number now being talked 
about. 

















DUBAI BANS IMPORT, SALE OF 25 FARM CHDMICALS 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 31 May 84 p 2 


[Text ] 


CSO 


THE Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries has banned, with 
mmediate effect, the import and 
ale of 25 brands of chemicals 
used in agriculture because of 
their harmful side effects. The 
ban, imposed through a decree 
issued in Dubai yesterday by the 
Minister, Mr Saeed Al Ragha- 
bani, has come in response to 
reports of harmful effects of cer- 
‘ain fertilisers and insecticides on 
yeople and animals. 


The fear of harmful, and sometimes 
langerous, chemicals finding their 
vay into the country has grown during 
he last one year mainly because of the 
act that after the ministry discon- 
anued its subsidised sale of fertiliser 
and insecticide, the farmers turned to 
private importers. 


According to reports received by 
the ministry, a number of chemicals 
which are not banned in the West for 
their dangerous side-effects, have 
been imported in huge quantities by 
private dealers. The number of shops 
selling fertiliser and insecticide has 
increased by three times in the last 
year, many of them in the Northern 
Emirates. 

The damage caused to crops by such 
chemicals has been quite extensive 
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during the last two farming seasons. 
As for their harmful effects on peo- 
ple and animals, a number of doctors 
contacted by this reporter said that 
except in extreme case, the symptoms 
might take five to 10 years to surface. 


In a move to halt the import of 
harmful chemicals the ministry had 
banned, in December last year, the 
use of certain organic fertilisers 
imported from an Asian country. Last 
month the ministry set up a special 
committee to examine the whole 
range of chemicals being used by far- 
mers and to prepare a list of those 
banned internationally. It had also 
sought the help of the International 
Programme for the Safety of Chemi- 
cals Use, an affiliate of the World 
Health Organisation, in preparing the 
list. Sources at the ministry said that 
the list now released was the result of 
this joint effort. 


In his decree, Mr Raghabani has cal- 
led upon the authorities concerned 
not to issue licences for the import of 
the chemicals included in the list. 


The chemicals banned by the minis- 
try are as follows: Dibromochlero 
Propane, Bnitish-make, nematicide, 
EPN, US made, side effects of delayed 
neurotoxicity which can damage the 
brain and cause paralysis, Leptophos, 
insecticide, with delayed neurotoxic- 
ity as side effects; Aldrin, UK-made, 
insecticide oil solution; Dheldrin, 
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UK-made insecticide; Endrin dust, 
UK-made insecticide; BHC, 
Mexico-made insecticide which can 
cause radiation diseases like exagama, 
gallagama and gamma-col; Mercury 
Compounds, UK-made fungicide and 
seed dressing, with rashes and blisters 
as side effects, Paraquat Aqueous 
concentrate, Taiwan- and Italy-made 
herbicide, with serious delayed side 
effects; Heptachlor, an insecticide 
solution; Fenamiphos EC, a nemati- 
ade, with granules, the slow erosion of 
skin or the lung tissue as the possible 
side effect; Fonfos EC, US-made 
insecticide with granules as the side 
effect; Prothoate EC, Italy-made 
insecticide with granules as side effect; 
Oxamyl WSC, US-made nematicide 
with granules as side effect; Carbofu- 
ran, Taiwan-made insecticide and 
nematicide with granules as side 
effect; Aldicarb, an insecticide and 
nematicide with granules as side 
effect, 2, 4,5, T-W Sc, UK-made her- 
bicides, Arsenical compounds used as 
insecticide, herbicide and rodenticide ; 
Fluorine compounds, used as insecti- 
cide and rodenticide ; Cadmium Com- 
pounds, US-made fungicide, Calsium 
Cyanide and other inorganic com- 
pounds, US-made insecticide, Chlor- 
dene EC, US-made insecticide: 
Endesulfon EC, used as insecticide. 
Cyanofenphos EC, used as insect- 
cide; and Dioxin Compounds, used as 
herbicides. 
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ABU DHABI FIRM SET UP TO INVEST IN OIL PROJECTS 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 31 May 84 pl 


{Text } 


CSO: 


THE President His Highness 
Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan, has issued a law establ- 
ishing a $ 500 million Interna- 
tional Petroleum Investments 
Company 


The company will execute pet- 
rochemical and petroleum projects 
outside the emirate of Abu Dhabi and 
will explore sources of energy 

The company has an authorised 
capital of $ $00 million, and a paid-up 
capital of $ 200m. 

The new company will be equally 
owned by the Abu Dhabi Investments 
Authority and the Abu Dhabi 
National Oil Company “ Adnoc. 

Shaikh Zayed in his capacity as 
Ruler of Abu Dhabi issued Amuri 
decree No. 2 for 1984 setting up the 
company s board of directors 

Shaikh Zayed also issued Amiri 
decree No. 3 for 1984 appointing new 
members of the Al Ain Municipal 
Council 
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According to the Decree, 21 of the 
Municipal council's members were 
reappointed in addition to eight newly 
appointed members. 

The International Petroleum 
Investment Company, will be an aut- 
onomous body. 

The company will undertake refin- 
ing of oil, establishment and owner- 
ship of oil refineries, setting up of 
maintenance of workshops, and pro- 
duction of petro chemicals and its 
by-products 

The company will also deal with the 
transportation of the processed chem- 
icals and petroleum materials. It will 
also establish all necessary network of 
pipelines for oil industry and products 
purposes. 

The new company will also prepare 
Studies On industrial projects particu- 
larly related to petrochemical indus- 
tries apart from executing these pro- 
jects, the company will also provide 
management services for them. 

The new corporation would be 
based in Abu Dhabi —-WAM 
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POLYETHYLENE UNIT EXPANDS OUTPUT 
Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 30 May 84 p 15 


[Text } 


lation of a new giant wide-blown film 


KANGAROO Plastics, a leading 
Dubai-based polyethylene man- 
ufacturing unit, yesterday com- 
missioned its new production lines 
set up at a cost of $1.5 million. 


Mr Anil Kapur, general manager of 
the company, told reporters after the 
inauguration of the expanded plant 
that the new products will contribute 
substantially to import substitution 


The new products include industrial 
pallet covers, six-metre wide 
polyethylene sheets used by the con- 
struction industry and a broad range 
of heavy duty sheets requited for 
canal-linking, airfields, harbours, 
greenhouse projects and road net- 
works. 


Mr Kapur said the entire require- 
ment of such sheeting materials has 
hitherto been imported, mainly from 
the Far East, but with consultants and 
architects insisting on specifications, 
he was confident that the new pro- 
ducts would do well in the local mar- 
ket despite the difference in cost with 
imported maternal 


The introduction of new product 
lines has been facilitated by the instal- 


extrusion plant and allied equipment 
imported from West Germany. The 
pallet covers are made from 400 per 
cent prime first grade resin and not 
recycled material which Mr Kapur 
claimed was being used in the case of 
imported material 


The new plant has a production 
capacity of 400 kilos an hour and 
ranks among the latest in plastic tech- 
nology 

Kangaroo Plastics, established in 
1976, has hitherto been manufactur- 
ing garbage bags, printed carner bags, 
greenhouse films and other related 
items. The company last year won an 
international award for its contribu- 
tion to import substitution and excel- 
lence in quality, instituted by the 
Editorial Office in Madrid 

With the commissioning of the 
expanded plant, the daily output of 
the unit has gone up to eight tons. It 
has over 20 high-output automated 
machines working round the clock 

The company exports about 35 per 
cent of its production to AGCC mar- 
kets. In the UAE, it has been associ- 
ated with several major projects such 
as Dubai airport expansion, construc- 
tion of Jebel Ah port and work o= the 
Abu Dhabi airport 
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[Article by Francis Matthew] 


{Text ] 


THE Abu Dhabi Water and Elec- 
tricity Department has asked the 
companies tendering for the 
Tawilah power and desalination 
plant to retender with lower prices 
following a decision last week by 
the Executive Council to go ahead 
with the scheme. 


The tendering for the 210 mw 
power station and attached desalina- 
ton units began early in 1983 when 
the first preliminary bids were invited 
under the overall consultant, Dr Ali 
Ai Saie of Egypt and the UK firm 
Merz and Mclennan Consulting on the 
power units. The latest revised bids for 
the contracts, where the department is 
the client, will be opened on June 9. 
However, a decision on the winner for 
the contract for the 210 mw gas tur- 
bine complex is not expected until late 
this month. 

The power station on the east coast 
of Abu Dhabi will be an important 
advance for the department's plans for 
an electricity grid within Abu Dhabi. 
It will have the potential to link up 
with Dubai and form an emirates grid. 


Three units 


The power will be provided by three 
70 mw units and there will be three 
desalination units producing seven 
million gallons a day. This is a slimmed 
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down version of the original larger 
scheme which would have added four 
250 mw units and eight 25,000 cubic 
metres per day desalination units. 


[The units’ contract has been 
awarded to the French firm Sidem, 
Societe Internationale de Dessale- 
ment. It is a turnkey deal and worth 
about 160 million dollars. However, 
contracts for the civil works and power 
units have been delayed several times 
during last year but the companies 
involved feel that following the 
Executive Council's decision to go 
ahead the process is coming to an end. 


Seven international companies are 
in the running for the turnkey project 
to install the heart of the power sta- 
tion, the three 70 mw gas turbines. 
They are Japanese Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries, Marubeni West German 
Kraftwerk Union, Italian Fiat TTG, 
British General Electric Company, 
Japanese Toyo Construction in com- 
bination with Belgian ACEC and 
Swiss Brown Boveri. 


Other contracts include the onshore 
sea water intake which is being hand- 
led by Dr Ali Al Saie, as are the con- 
tracts for the civil works and electrical 
equipment. 


Contract 


The contract for the offshore works 
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which include seawater intake and 
breakwaters is being handled by Ger- 
man consultant Lahmeyer who have 
considerable experience in Abu 
Dhabi. Six companies are in the run- 
ning for this contract. 


A further contract is for the 13 km 
approach road for which the Public 
Works Department, is the chent and 
the consultant is Italconsult. 


Companies involved in the tender- 
ing feel that they are coming to near 
the end of a particularly arduous and 
complicated process. “It has been a 
long drag and is not over yet, though 
we see the light at the end of the tun- 
nel,” said one representative. 


The Tawilah project is the biggest 
remaining scheme of the Water and 
Electricity Department’s plans and 
will combine with the two power sta- 
tions at Umm al Nar, one in Abu 
Dhabi and one in Al Ain to provide 
the large power needs of Abu Dhabi 
emirate. They will handle most of the 
industrial and urban demand. 


Demand in the villages and settle- 
ments on the interior will be handled 
by small generators on site, rather 
than by linking up the small places to 
the slowly growing grid system. It is 
more economic to limit the grid to 
more concentrated areas of demand 
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Dubai: A DH200m power 
station is to be built by the 
Dubai Electricity Company 
in the area between Al 
Mushrif Gardens and 
Aweir, the A) Bayan news- 
paper reported yesterday. 
Kh said the new statio:: to be 
operated by gas comes in the 
wake of directives of Shelkh 
Rashid bin Saeed ali- 
Maktoum, UAE Vice Presi- 
dent, and Ruler of Dubai. 


years and would start operat- 
Ing In May 1986. 





Kim added that the Dubai 
Electricity Company has re- 
ceived two electricity units in 
Jabel Ali, each producing 75 
megawatt and 6m galions of 
drinking water dally. 


The company will also re- 
ceive a third unit next June 
whereby the overall produc- 
tion will reach 225 megawatts 
of electricity and 16m galions 
of water. Kim. said total ex- 
penditure be DH725m. 


He said the Duba! Electricity 
Company's budget this year 
reached DH1,719m, Including 
DH1.052m on salaries and 
667m, on projects. 

This year’s budget is 14% 
less than jast year which was 
estimated at DH1,995m. The 
reduction is due to the fact 
that work on several projects 
has already been completed. 
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BRIEFS 


DRUG ADDICTION CENTERS PLANNED--THE HEALTH Ministry is examining the feas- 
ibility of opening rehabilitation centres for drug addicts in the country, 
according to a report published in Al Bayan yesterday. The centre will have 
arrangements for the treatment of alcoholics. This is being done in pursu- 
ance of the recommendations of the 17th conference of the Council of Health 
Ministers of the Arab Gulf countries held in Geneva last May. The conference 
had also asked the member countries to pay their share to the WHO-sponsored 
250,000-dollar project for fighting narcotics and liquor. The UAE share to 
the project for 1983 and 1984 totals 66,666 dollars. [Text] [Dubayy KHALEFJ 
TIMES in English 9 Jun 84 p 3] 


NEW WATER PLANT CONTRACT--MINISTER of Water and Electricity Humaid Nasser Al 
Oweis signed a contract in Dubai yesterday for the setting up of a water 
desalination plant in Umm Al Quwain. The Dh 14.2 million plant will be com- 
pleted in a year. The plant will desalinate two million gallons of water a 
day, basically meeting the requirement of the emirate of Umm Al Quwain. Its 
capacity will gradually be increased with the rise in the emirate's demand of 
sweet water. The Ministry is currently studying four major projects for Umm 
Al Quwain--drilling of 20 to 25 wells, extension of water pipelines, and con- 
struction of water reservoirs and a pumping station. [Text] [Dubayy KHALEEJ 
TIMES in English 7 Jun 84 p 3] 


NEW DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS REPORTED--A 10 per cent increase in expenditures 

was witnessed by the Ministry of Communications which completed certain new 
development projects last year, according to a report issued by the programmes 
and follow-up department of the Ministry of Planning in Abu Dhabi yesterday. 
The report said that the ministry spent Dh 12 million more on development 
projects last year than in 1982. The total value of completed projects was 

Dh 180 million. The projects, included new post offices and ports. [Text] 
[Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 7 Jun 84 p 3] 


ABSORPTION OF SURPLUS NATIONAL EMPLOYEES--SURPLUS national employees, such as 
drivers, will be absorbed in government departments which are short of staff, 
Mr Abdul Rahman Al Rostamani, director-general of the federal personnel af- 
fairs department and secretary of the Public Service Commission, said in Abu 
Dhabi yesterday. He said that the rationalisation of expenditure committee 
headed by Shaikh Hamdan bin Rashid, Minister of Finance and Industry, felt that 
national employees, at places, were in surplus and ordered a thorough study of 
the problem with a view to absorbing them in places where their services were 
required. [Text] [Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 9 Jun 84 p 3] 

















GAS SEPARATION PLANT EXPANDED--Abu Dhabi--Expansion of the gas separation 
plant at Sharjah's onshore field Saaja has been completed a month ahead of 
schedule, bringing the emirate's condensate production to 55,000 BPD. A 
report released here says development work on the field itself is nearing com- 
pletion, while two storage tanks at Hamriyah terminal, and two at the Fiepd, 
have already been completed. Discovered in 1980 and operated by the Amoco 
Sharjah Oil Company, the Saaja field now has 11 wells, with two more nearing 
completion, after which drilling on the field will cease. Natural gas produc- 
tion from the field is about 300m cu.ft a day--enough to meet the requirements 
of the emirates General Petroleum Corporation project to use gas instead of 


oil for power generation in the Northern Emirates. [Text] [Doha GULF TIMES in 
English 13 May 84 p 11] 


CSO: 4400/251 











PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


OLL EXPLORATION PROGRESS REPORTED 
Aden ‘4 UKTUBAR in Arabic 16 Apr 84 p 3 


[Interview ith Mubarak 'Umar Ba Mahmud, deputy director of the Office of Oil 
Explorations, by Nijah 'Ali Yahya: "1984 Will Witness Intensive Activities 
in the Field of Searching and Drilling for Oil in Various Parts of the Repub- 
lic’; date and place not specified] 


[Text] ‘When we say the word 'economy,' we have said 'politics.' The two 
words are organically tied together, or rather, politics is an intense ex- 
pression of the economy. 


Therefore, our Yemeni Socialist Party, the political leadership and the revolu- 
tionary government are putting great importance on oil explorations. The year 
1983 saw, and the current year will see, intense activities in the field of 
searching and drilling for oil in various parts of the republic. Whenever oil 
is found, and the economic basis for its exploitation is found, we will have 
achieved a transition in our economic lives. 


In order to learn about the efforts expended in this field, we went to the Of- 
fice of Oil Explorations, and there we met with Mubarak ‘Umar Ba Mahmud, 

the deputy director of the Office of Oil Explorations, and the text of our 
conversation follows: 


[Question] Your projects for 1983 included conducting surveys and drilling 
operations in search for oil. What is the percentage of completion of these 
projects and what is their number? 


[Answer] During 1982, the Office of Oil Explorations conducted the following 
Operations: 


--Projects implemented with our own funding (the seismic survey project) 
--Projects implemented in bilateral cooperation with the Soviet Union 
--Projects contracted with foreign companies, on the basis of dividing the 
production by fixed percentage, in the event of a commercial discovery. Under 


this type of agreement, we can include the Italian ACIP Company, the Brazilian 
Braspetro Company and the Independent Oil Group (Kuwaiti). 
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1984 Projects 


[Question] What are the most important projects that the office will con- 
centrate on during 1984, and what are the areas and locations where these 
projects will be carried out? 


[Answer] There will be intensive activity this year in the fields of explor- 
ation and drilling for oil in various parts of the country. Projects to be 
implemented through cooperation with the Soviet Union total seven, including 
heavy and electro-magnetic seismic surveys, structural drilling and geological 
surveys, in addition to deep exploratory drilling. 


The greatest concentration of these operations will be in Shabwah Covernorate, 
where the first exploratory study well is being drilled. This will give us an 
excellent picture of the deep geological structure of the area, enabling us 
to direct later exploratory operations in the area in the correct direction. 


On this occasion, I would like to correct something with respect to us as 
geologists. Sometimes we see and read in your newspaper a mix-up of scien- 
tific technical terms. While drilling has begun on a Shabwah exploratory 
Study well, you wrote in your newspaper that the first oil well was being 
drilled in Shabwah. It is more correct to say an exploratory study well. 

A well should only be called an oil well after it is drilled and it is con- 
firmed that it can produce oil in commercial amounts. 


With regard to the work beiny done by the foreign firms, the AGIP Company, 
the Brazilian Braspetro Company, and the Independent (Kuwaiti) Petroleum 
Group will intensify their activities in the areas allotted to them, in ac- 
cordance with the contracts signed with them, as I have already stated. 


In brief, these are the most important of the 1934 projects on which we are 
concentrating. In addition, we shall follow through on the results of the 
world forum, which was held in London last week, concerning the geology and 
structure of the hemocratic Republic of Yemen, based on the geological re- 
sults of the work that this office carried out in cooperation with the French 
C.G.G. Company, with funding from the International Development Association 
(IDA) and from the state, as well as previous geological data for this project 
that has been accumulated by this office. 


[Question] How far along are you in the field of exploration, and what are 
your expectations concerning oil in our country? 


[Answer] It is difficult to answer the last part of that question at the 
present time. However, I can say that the size of the geological and hydro- 
physical operations currently being conducted in the republic, as well as our 
available data concerning the geology and stratified rock of the various 
areas, are better than at any time in the past. This gives us confidence 

that the final results will be positive, thanks to the special attention given 
to us by the party and the state and to the matter of exploring for our oil 
resources in the event oil is found. Moreover, thanks is due to the inter- 
national cooperation that the Soviet Union is giving to us in this field. 











[Question] The first producing well was discovered in the Hadramawt and was 
announced more than a year ago. Why are the results of this announcement be- 
in; delayed, and what are the reasons? 


[Answer] I must make it clear that there are many stages to the discovery 
and drilling of oil. 


1. the stage of regional geological and geophysical surveys. 
2. The stage of detailed surveys. 

3. Exploratory drilling. 

4. Developmental drilling. 

5. Production drilling. 


The oil discovery that was announced was within the stage of exploratory 
drillin,, that is, there is a need for developmental drilling to learn the 
reserve amount. However, for us it was of great importance, since it con- 
clusively proved the presence of oil in the People's Democratic Republic of 
Yemen and, consequently, gives us considerable hope for the presence of oil 
in other places in the country, about which we spoke at he beginning of this 
interview. 


As regards what you call delay of results, the fact is that there is no de- 
lay so much as there is a comprehensive analysis of the previous data in 
order to obtain precise results of the previous operations. 


During the second half of 1984 and the beginning of 1905, the company will 
drill two exploratory wells to complete this data in order to give us a true 
evaluation of a reserve amount, as to whether it is commercial or non-conm- 
mercial. 


It is well known that the term "commercial" changes from time to time in ac- 
cordance with prices and costs. What was previously non-commercial when oil 
prices equalled $2 per barrel would today be commercial with prices at $2° per 
parrel. 


vitficulties Tnat the Office Faces 





There are two main difficulties: 


1. The office has no scientific laboratory. There was a plan between us and 
the Office of Geology and Mineral Exploration and this project has been in 

the works for a long time. Despite the fact that it was approved in 19/77, 

so tar only the site has been selected and the initial designs for the central 
laboratory completed. The lack of a laboratory prevents us from doing rapid 
studies and forces us into greater dependence on other authorities to conduct 
analyses. If there were a laboratory the work would be more satisfactory and 
intormation would be obtained quickly. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


NUMBER OF WORKING WOMEN ON INCREASL 


~ 


Aden 14 URKLUBAR in Arabic 17 Apr 34 p 2 


|Article: ‘Number of Women Workers Reaches 12,564 in Industrial, Agricultur- 
al and Commercial Fields" } 


[Text] In several governorates of the republic, the annual election cycle 
tor women's district committees is currently underway. Thanks to the great 
Support from the party and the government, this is bringinge and has brought 
to the wonen in our country a number of gains and accomplishments, the most 
prominent being the laws and legislation which have secured for them their 
full rights, as well as determining their duties and helping them to flourish 
on the economic, intellectual, political, social and cultural levels. fer- 
haps the most important of these laws is the Family Law, since she participates 
on the level of the masses in production organizations, such as cooperatives 
and state tarms, and in industrial organizations that have been established 
in all labor and production facilities. On the contrary, she carries various 
high responsibilities. She can be a judge, a prosecutor, minister, engineer, 
or doctor, and she has reached the management of the national economy in some 
production facilities, as a director general. 


[In addition, there are a number of tields that we have not touched upon. In 
ceneral, women participate in the process of economic activity, with a total 
of 12,564 workers as compared with 67,741 males. There are fields that are 
forbidden to women, in order to safeguard their health and their great human- 
itarian role as mothers. 


There are 2,361 female workers in the industrial field, compared with 19,213 
tales. 





In the agricultural field, there are 1,/5/7 female workers, compared with 

,36/ males. 
[a the fields of commerce and supply, there are $33 
», VU9 male workers. 


ihe Labor Law of 19/70 also secured for women many 
for their circumstances. It defines the concerns 
overcomes all the difficulties that they face, 
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Security Law, issued in May 1980, ,;uarantees numerous benefits for women, 
through their right to vacations, employment, retirement and end-ol-service 
enctitlenents. 


The General Federation of Yemeni Women operates as a volunteer mass organiza 
tion uncer the leadership of the party, the leader and director of the masses 
strugezles to achieve the tasks of the national, democratic revolutionary 
Stage, with its socialist horizons. It fights on behalf of achievine Yemeni 
unity, strengthenin,, the relationships with the other masses’ organizations 
led by the General Federation of Labor Unions, with the goal of strenpthenin? 
the socialist system in our country on the basis of forming an alliance 
between workers, farmers, the youth and revolutionary intelligentsia. It 
supports the struy:s;le of Arab women in the movement for Arab and world nation- 
al liberation. it fights on behalf of women's causes and destiny and achiev- 
ing; peace, social progress ana socialism. 


The political orjanizations, the Pan-Arab Front, and later the unified politi 
cal organization, the Pan-Arab Front, and still later the Yemeni Socialist 
Party, paid considerable attention to solviny the women's issue, in view of 
the oppressive movement left behind by colonialism within the circles of thi. 
section of our people, because they form one-half of society, whose abilities, 
eneryiles ana potential tor sharing in the economic and social growth process 
were paralyzed. it wanted woman to occupy her proper place in society. 


All party documents and literature indicated that solving the issue oi women 
was considered one of the tasks in order to solve the difficulties that the 
revolution faced and to benefit from their potential in many aspects of life, 
policically, economically, secially and culturally. 


lneé program of the stage of the democratic national revolution asserted a 
radical chanze in the nature of the various lives that the Yemeni women lead, 
their equality with man, and their advancement, so that thev can take thei 
natural place in the new public, political and social life, as well as share 
in the production process, wi’h the support and encouragement of the Cener 
Federation of Yemeni women and the Yemeni Feminist Movement in the rejion, 
along with its social activities in terns of programs and plans aimed at de- 
veloping the Yemeni woman and family. ‘ihat will add new labor strength to 
the ranks of the revolution, sharing with great potentialities in the service 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLI' 


LOANS OBTAINED FOR AGRICULTURAL, GEOLOGICAL PROJECTS 
Aden 14 UKTUBAR in Arabic 22 Apr 84 p 2 


[Article: "11.5 Million Dinars to Finance the Wadi Hadramawt Project, 3. 
Million tor the Ceological Mapping Project in Both Halves of the Country’ |] 


[Text]! A loan agreement between our country and the Arab Fund for Economic 
and Social Development was signed last Wednesday in Abu Dhabi. It stipulates 
that the fund will grant a loan valued at 3.7 million Kuwaiti dinars to share 
in tinancing the Wadi Hadramawt agricultural project. The agreement was 
signed for tne Democratic Republic of Yemen by Comrade ‘Abdallah Sa'id 
‘Abdan, the deputy minister of planning, while Dr Muhammad al-'Imadi, the 
tund's director general and chairman of the board, signed for the fund. 


lhis project is aimed at increasing agricultural productivity, achievins 
greater agricultural sufficiency in vegetables, fruit and grain, . increas- 
ing the area's farmers’ income and their standard of living. 


fhe project includes several elements, the most important being the diygin 

and equipping of a number of deep wells, improving and deepening the existing 
Surface wells, leveling the land, building a network of cement irrigation 
canals, establishiny, the installations required to protect the land from 

tlood erosion, establishing model farms, which will be irrigated by spray and 
drip systems, supporting guidance and marketing services, developing nurseries 
and agricultural research, and providing medium and short-term agricultural 
loans to farmers to buy agricultural machinery and other production require- 
encs. 





the project also includes the investment services required for desipn and 
supervision and to conduct flood control studies and studies for the third 
Stage ot the ayricultural development program for the Wadi Hadramawt. 


[otal costs tor the project are estimated at approximately 11.5 million Kuwaiti 
linars. The Kuwaiti Fund for Arab Economic Development and the International 
Development Association will share in its funding. It is expected that the 
project will be completed in 1982. 


On the same day in Abu Dhabi, another loan agreement was signed between o: 
country and the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development, by means ot! 














which the fund will grant a loan valued at 1.2 million Kuwaiti dinars to help 
iund a project to prepare geological and nydrological maps for both halves of 
Yemen. The agreement was signed on behalf of our country by Comrade 
‘Abdallah Sa'id 'Abdan, the deputy minister of planning, and for the fund by 
Dr Muhammad al-'Imadi, the director general and chairman of the board. 


The project is aimed at layin;, foundations to ascertain, in an organized and 
continuous way, the hidden deposits of minerals, construction materials and 
Suriace and underground water resources, for the purpose of guiding the ex- 
ploitation of these materials and their efficient management in both halves 
of the Yemen. The project includes preparing the basic maps for the two 
parts of Yemen, which will be done through the use of satellite photography 
and ,eophysical surveys, designinz water and climatic observation networks, 
designing an intormation system and technical services for supervision and 
training. Total costs for this project, which is hoped to be completed in 
1905, are estimated at about 3.3 million Kuwaiti dinars. 


7005 
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PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


GEOLOCICAL MAPPING PROJECT DISCUSSED 
Aden 14 UKTUBAR in Arabic 29 Apr 84 p 6 


[Interview with 'Lthman Ni'man, director of the Office of Geology and Mineral 
Explorations, by ‘Umar Bawazir: ‘During Implementation of the Geological 
Mapping of the Republic, Several Signs of Minerals Were Seen"; date and place 
not specified] 


[Text] Last Sunday in Aden the second consultative meeting of the geological 
mapping project was held. It was attended by the chiefs of the missions con- 
cerned from our country, the Soviet Union, the German Democratic Republic and 
Socialist Czechoslovakia, and they discussed the results of the survey oper- 
ations, the mineral sightings and the efforts expended to implement the geo- 
logical mapping. There was agreement on the symbols for this and how to print 
them, as well as discussion of the results of the decisions made at the first 
meeting, which was held in April of last year. 


In order to clarify these issues that were included on the agenda of this 
meeting, which lasted for two full days, we met with 'Uthman Ni'man, the 
director of the Office of Geology and Mineral Explorations, so that he could 
shed some light on the results of the mineral explorations in our country and 
the efforts being made to implement the geological mapping, which includes an 
area of 73 [thousand] square kilometers. 


Brother ‘Uthman Ni'man said that geological mapping of the republic was not 
merely that, but is also connected with determinine the scientific bases 
for the study and evaluation of mineral and other natural resources. 


During the last period of mapping, in concert with Soviet, German and Czech 
courades and our Yemeni cadres, a number of mineral sightings were observed 
in various areas of the republic. 


As for the results of the operations, he says that they should be divided into 
three sections or parts: 


l. The part being implemented by the Soviet comrades: This area is composed 
of 30,000 square kilometers in the governorates of Abyan and Shabwah, in the 
areas of Mukayris, Lawdar, al-Mahfid, Bayhan, Nisab, 'Ataq and Ahwar. During 
the last period, the Soviets completed most of the mapping work and observed 
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any issues that arise requirin.. solution, as well as to ascertain the 

progress of the work and the extent of mutual coordination regarding the op- 
erations. 

Task Accomplishment 

[Question] There was a disparity in the start of implementation among the 
three parties. When will each party complete its tasks assigned in accordance 


with the a,reement? 


[Answer] It is presumed that the Soviets will complete their field work in 
1955, the Germans in 1956 and the Czechs in 1987. 


Important Decisions of the Second Meeting 
Among the important decisions of the second meeting are: 


1. Unitied printing of the geological mapping in one of the countries con- 
cerned. 


2. Establishing unified symbols for the map. 


3. Formation of a joint technical committee to carry out the task of estab- 
lishing a concept for the symbols. 


It is well known that the geological mapping operations will cost about 7 
million dinars, including 4 million dinars from the three parties and about 
3 million contributed locally. 


7005 
CSO: 4404/479 














UN DELEGATE CALLS FOR RESUMPTION OF CYPRUS TALKS 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 11 May 84 p 4 


[Text } 


UNITED NATIONS, May 
11 (BSS): Bangisdesh has told 
the Security Council that the 
‘only solution’ to the Cyprus lie 
in the ‘establishment of a bi-co- 
mmunal, bizonal and federal’ 
arrangement ensuring equal 
status tothe Turkish Cypriots 
in the administration. 


Permanent Representative 
Khwaja Wasiuddin on Tuesday 
night suggested immediate resu- 
mption of inter-communal talks 
to bring about an end to the 
two decade-old problem by 
recongnising the rights of the 
Turkish-Cypriots, the co-foun- 
der of the Mediterranean island- 
slate, 

The 15-yation Council of 
the United Nations has been de- 
bating the Cyprus question since 
last Thursday. The meeting was- 


- convened by Cyprus which cited 


CSO: 


the exchange of envoys between 
Turkey and newly proclaimed 
‘Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus’ and plans for referen- 
dum. 


Khwaja Wasiuddin said The 
right of the Turkish community 
to equal status and partnership 


4600/1910 


(with majority Greek Cypriots) 
was clearly recognised in the 
1960 constitution and these rig- 
hts now can not be qualified or 
diminished. ‘ 

Khwaja Wasiuddin said the 
developments in Cyprus should 
not be viewed in isolation from 
the unresolved overall question 
which developed soon after the 
country became independent and 
more particularly since the 
breakdowo of its constitutional 
set-up in 1963. 

He thought a sound basis 
still exists for the continuation 
of the Secretary General's good 
Offices and cautioned it should 
not be impaired by adoption of 
‘anoher one-sided’ resolution 
which would result in loss of 
cooperation by one of the com. 
munities essentia! for success of 
such talks. 


_ Khwaja Wasiuddin added : 
every effort should, therefore, be 
made to adopta_ resolution 
which i& acceptable to both the 
sides. Instead of blaming one 
Party or the other we should 
urge both the communities to 
engage io meaningfui discussions 


BANGLADESH 


for reaching a mutually accep- 
table agreement. 

The envoy, advocated an 
early amicable settlement of the 
Cyprus question that would 
enable the Turkish and Greek 
communities on the island to 
live in safety and honour. No 
solution could be lasting unless 


the aspirations of the two 
commuaities are taken into 
account. 


He called for encouragement 
of inter-communal taiks under 
the UN ___ Secretary-General iu 
accordance with the high-level 
agreements reached in 1977 


and 1979 that aimed at establi 
shment of an _ independent. 
bi-communal aod non-aligned 
Federal Republic of Cyprus. 


The Permanent Representative 
noted that the Turkis Cypriot 
leader Rouf Denktash ino his 
statement had made it clear that 
his community continued’ to 


adhere to the concepi of United 
Cyprus within bi-communal and 
bi-zonal federal framework as 
provided for by the high-level 
agreements. 
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CENTER OPPOSED TO INTEGRATION, HUMAN RIGHTS PANEL 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 15 May 84 p 9 


[Text] NEW DELHI, May 14.--The Government has rejected the recommendation of 
the Minorities Commission for setting up a national integration-cum-human 
rights commission, reports PTI. 


Such a commission would help promote national integration and secular traditions 
and protect human rights oi all sections of the people, including the minori- 
ties, in the country, the commission said in its fourth report presented to the 
Lok Sabha at the just-concluded budget session of Parliament. 


However, the Government, in its ''memorandum of action taken’, which accompanied 
the report, said: ‘There is no need for such a commission as the defficiencies, 
if any, in the present system has been neither clearly identified nor ade- 
quately spelt out in the report". 


The Government said: “The makers of the Indian Constitution had, after a 
study of the Indian conditions and the constitutions of various countries of 
the world, drafted a constitution suited to our genius. 


“According to our Constitution, the fundamental rights, the Directive Prin- 
ciples of State Policy, the special provisions, for Scheduled Castes and 
Tribes, the protective provisions for the minorities, the writ jurisdictions 
of High Courts and the Supreme Court were the ways found possible to ensure 
the freedom of the individual and orderly progress of a pluralistic society 
such as ours’. 


The Government further said: ‘A system so carefully built up and which has 
served the country well, needs to be corrected only if there are overwhalmingly 
compelling considerations’. 


The commission has said in its report that under the proposed national intepra- 
tion-cum-human rights commission, there should be sub-commissions or sections 
dealing separately with the problems of the minorities and those of the 
Scheduled Castes and Tribes. 

It says a human rights subcommission as part of it, can cover cases of all 
citizens alleging discrimination against them on any illegal grounds. It has 








s@iac tnat a religious or linguistic minority in one part of India may be a 
majority in another part. 


A tiachinery for the protection ot those who are in a weaker position in any 
respect must take into account every situation in which an individual or a 
BZrcup to which he belonzs, may be in a weak or exploitable position or dis- 


crininated against anywhere in India’. 


(CS): AMY / TRO 














INDIA 


[MPROVEMENT IN RELATIONS WITH EGYPT NOTED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in Englis 14 May 84 p 14 


[Text] CAIRO, May 13 (PTI). INDIA is to train Egyptian personnel in peaceful 
uses olf atomic energy under a renewed agreement on co-operation in this field. 


The first batch of Kgyptians is expected to leave for India later this year 
tor trainin;, at atomic energy establishments. After that they will work at 
atomic power plants being established in Egypt, for which several western 

a countries are competing. 


Indo-Egyptian relations which went through a lukewarm phase in recent years, 
are gradually returning towards one of active co-operation. 


Postponement of the Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi's visit tc bgypt last 
month has come as a great disappointment in Egypt but the Egyptian President, 
Mr. Hosni Mubarak, and his officials say they fully understand reasons for the 
postponement. 


Steps towards greater co-operation in economic fields, trade joint ventures 
and training of Egyptian personnel are bein; taken. 


Accordiny to the Indian ambassador here, measures to boost economic ties will 
be discussed in detail at the coming meeting of Indo-Egyptian joint commission. 


Participation of the Indian private sector in manufacture of carbon black 
used in making tyres, is being sought by Egypt. Preliminary discussions have 
already taken place. 


[India has decided to participate in an exhibition of international military 
hardware to be held in tairo in October next. It has been seeking to export 
small arms to the world marxet in recent months. 


[ndian forces officers are once again training Egyptian personnel at the Air 
Force academy near Cairo, Egyptian Officers also receive training at India's 
National Defence Academy. 











A joint venture for blending and packaging of Indian tea to Egypt and neigh- 
bouring countries, is likely to be established at Suez. Machinery for the 
project will came from India. Land has already been allocated at Suez. 


A protocol for supply of twenty thousand tonnes of Indian tea annually Egypt 
has just been signed. This constitutes fifty percent of Egypt's annual tea 
imports. 


Egypt is also seeking a direct long-term arrangement for sugar supply from 
India. At present Egypt receives Indian sugar through London markets which 
makes it expensive. 
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these clerics are deliberately keeping silent over all these brutalities and 
the anti-Shari'a actions or whether these things do not reach their ears. If 
people come to know that their leaders have done whatever was necesary, they 
will not be afraid. 


At the proper time, which is now, the Iranian nation will make a move and will 
save itself and its homeland. The people who are crushed so cruelly have 
committed no sin except to want freedom and security. The duty of the national 
and religious leaders is to offer sacrifices in the face of the legitimate 
demands of the people. I think that only logical thing for them to do new 

is to forestall any possible dangers and allow the nation to reach its 
aspirations as soon as possible. Long live Iran and the people of Iran. 
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TEHRAN PAPER: "SOVIETS ARE AFRAID OF DEFECTION OF ATHLETES' 
fehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 13 May 84 p 2 


[Text | IRAN was the first country which declared 
a boycott of 23rd Olympic Games scheduled to be 
held at Los Angeles, United States, this summer. 
The Iranian boycott was on the basis of certain 
principles and sound grounds. 

It was officially announced that ‘the United 
States is an oppressive country, it exploits 
oppressed nations politically, economically and 
socially and above all the nation of Iran had been 
a direct target of U.S plots for the last several 
decades.” 

Now the Soviet Union last week declared, not 
using the word boycott, that the athletes of that 
country would not go to Los Angeles. The Russian 
announcement was surprising to many as they 
said, ‘Soviets will not take part in the games since 
the U.S. cannot guarantee the safety . of their athle- 
tes’ , 

The question of ‘‘safety apparently is an excuse 
and some believe that “the U.S. is paying the price 
‘of its own: boycott of Moscow Games in 1980” 
which they claimed was because of the Soviet 
aggression of Afghanistan in 1979. 

It is expected that Soviet satellites, East 
European countries, will follow suit as they do 
in al] other international and national affairs. 

Both the Superpowers and their allies keep 
their own interests first and then put ona label of 
deceiving but beautiful words such as humanity, ° 
democracy and so on. 

We have no interest in whether the Soviets 
boycott America or the vice versa. We underline 
the fact that the Soviets are afraid of the defection 
of their athletes who are fed up with the Marxist 
system which failed to fulfill all mental and 
spiritual need of tw its citizens even after 67 years. 
Communism gave nothing to its citizens but a 
broader prison and this is why defection stories 
prop up so often 





CSO: 4600/59, 








Y ESCRIBED AS 'BIG CAMP OF TORT ‘, DEATH! 
aris ‘AT in Persian No 67, 31 May 84 pp 1, 14, 15 
aris HZAT in Persian; biweekly organ of the Iran National 
esistance Movement; article by (Judith Wire) ] 
ext | "Ye must not neglect for a moment the victory of Islam. 
artyrdom is good. Death is good. It does not matter if even 
the whole of Iran is lost on the path of the victory of beloved 
Slam. The world must face danger and crisis. It is only in 
such crises that saviors manifest themselves. 
is is one of the many statements of Ayatollah Khomeyni, the 
religious dictator of Iran who praises martyrdom as the chosen 
Ye of Iran in its war with Iraq. Khomeyni follows the same 
tradition and course which halted the progress of thought in the 
[slamic world in the 16th century. 
ne of the first days after the regime of the Islamic Republic 
iad taken over Iran, Ayatollah Khomeyni announced in a press 
nference that the future regime of Iran would be "more ieftist 
than Maoism." What occurs in Iran today seems insignificant 
ompared to the crimes which followed the cultural revolution in 
‘hina [as published]. The rapture of death is the foundation on 
whi the control of Khomeyni over more than 40 million Iranians 
peen built. Death is the backdrop to life in Iran today and 
the wSpapers and mass media make much ruckus praising it day 
ight. The leftovers from the war are cut down by political] 
ccutions and those who have escaped these two meeting places of 
ath cannot withstand Bue increasing political and social 
ressure In order to Cape and forget, they resort either to ; 
liction or the final soiaclon of suicide. It is no surprise 
that 1icide has increased so much or that the use of heroin and 
Lu 1S increased 40 percent in the first three months of 1983. 
t the present time, the heroin produced for the Iranian market 
Ls t percent of oroduction cost. 
) 1i seeks the survival of his regime in purging the country 
t ntified as "corrupt" because of their cooperation 
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At LivLLE \ OMMENTS ON WOMEN © BDEAA\ LURK, IMPORLTANC! OF VEIL 
1 . . , AsTYYTY ¥ t ro 4 | 2 ) : \ 1, 2 r Cc 

enran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 6 Ma + pd 


— d ye -_ name dl . : . - ° = _ . 1 — —_ 1. ° ; ° : ’ . 2 : 
Lext Our Islamic re VOiut1ON IS an rtnoacox revoiution, It is a revolution 
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and the installation of Islamic rules. Tens of thousands of people were killed 
Guring the shah’ s regime on the way to the victory of the revoiution because 
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Lchnelr dgesire to Nave [slam. levy were not ID I¢€ to pear tne sovereignty o hnotl- 
iSiamic Culture in their islamic Ountry. herefore they started to yppose Che 
Shanti ind they sacrlti 1} tnelr iilveg rOr thelr ideas. 

Arte?! ue revoiution the people with enormous oncern tried to protect the 
[slami uricy of the revolution and strongly rejected any kind of deviatior 
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nation. m the course of the imposed war, the people also demonstrated Chel 
readiness tc rotect their Islami verelgenty. 
ine qd, young and adolescent isiims o iran hurried to the hol war tront 
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with ve, im order to protect Islam from the danger of attacks by the heathens. 
Me peopie s taith and belief in Islam is not something that needs to be explained 
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vast participation in Friday prayers, their extreme donations and kind aid 
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the Islami overnment and war fronts, le@ir Tuli support of the combatant 
behind the battlefields, and their verwhne ing generosity. 
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Therefore Islam has placed so much emphasis on the veil. When Zeynab (daughter 
of Ali, the first imam) stands in front of Yazid to explain her martyr brothers 
purpose which was the installation of Islamic order on earth, one of her first 
phrases questions the veil, one of the essential Islamic rules, when she says: 
"O Yazid! Is this your justice to keep your women and slaves under the veil 
respectfully and place the daughter of God's prophet unveiled in front of 
Strangers?" Zeynab's speech about the veil at a time when she was suffering 
from the family of her brother being imprisoned and in deep grief for the 
martyrdom of her beloved brother and her loved ones, is a sign of the importance 
of this God's order. The veil is the means of woman's exaltation toward Allah, 
the means of self reliance, and as a result, defines her role of community 
making. Muslim women in the entrenchment of the veil, and with the weapon of 
her faith and belief, will not permit the exploiters to use her as a toy after 
their desires for the destruction of society. As before the revolution, they 
intended to do so and somehow they succeeded, But the Islamic revolution of 
Iran brought a great change for women, and the Muslim women returned to their 
true and noble identity. Iran's heroic and pious women who had raised good- 
hearted men and heroes have disturbed the sweet dreams of the oppressors and 
Oppression like a nightmare. They have caused them to think of new plots for 
Iran, and by spreading prostitution and disregard for the veil to corrupt the 
society in this manner. Hojjat ol-Islam val Moslemin Khamenei, the president 
of our nation, in a meeting last week with the students of the teacher training 
The question of women 


center for girls, referred to this subject and said: " 
in Our country and the policy that the exploiters had imposed on this nation 

for many years has been 100 percent political. The world oppressors and the 
world political schemers, by attracting women towards unrestrained behavior 

were profiting in two ways. First, by preventing the female race from preparing 
itself to face serious developments in the essentia] matters of life, and 
second, by neutralizing the effectiveness of men in the society by bringing 
women into the arena." 
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icate matter and said: “Our nation was 
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[he president then referred to a de 
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of slavery by the enemies who wanted to tie their hands and feet. 


These words of the president are realistic indeed. If we study his points we 


| 4 ] ] ; + - worn liaitinr . In Wroakineae } vw ; [. 
realize that the victory of our revolution was linked to breaking the exploiter'’s 


chains of mental slavery by the Muslim women. Let us remember the scene of 
Martyr Square, and how our vanguard women were shouting and protesting against 
the falg bearer of the Satan and how they were encouraging their men to resist. 
Until finally their red blood was mixed with their black veil nd in the most 
sublime manifestation of being a woman they departed towards their beloved God 
with their children in their arms. 

At present, there is a | t being developed by enemies to separate Muslim women 
from their veil and endanger the future of the revolution. Definitely, our 
Martyr-nurturing and Islamic-loving nation, especially our pious and modest 
Muslim women, will never permit these agents of the Satan to renew their 
activities and change the dignified and pure profile of the Muslim women. 
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The president in his recent speech has called unrestrained behavior a counter- 
revolutionary act and said: "One political movement in our country drew the 
women against wearing the veil, meaning unrestrained behavior, and another 
revolutionary movement from our women's side, neutralized the previous movement 
and drew the women toward the veil and deliverance from unrestrained behavior. 
Unrestrained behavior in our society is definitely a counterrevolutionary 
movement. It is a movement which is conducted by the world political schemers. 
To protect the veil and the virtue is to protect Islam and the faith of our 
mation. As our people observe the necessary or unlawful rules of God they 

must observe the veil too. But today some mysterious hands are busy acting 
and some are moving schemefully to change the virtue, piousness and women's 
veil gradually and return them to prerevolutionary conditions. Although this 
matter is impossible, nevertheless the enemies are struggling and working very 
hard. 


Then he gave a warning to the enemies and said: "We, as the proper authority 
of the Islamic Republic, will not tolerate this movement, which is considered 

a counterrevolutionary movement. We will not permit the environment of our 
society's integrity to be altered by the act of some malicious individuals. 

In this regard, the pious and revolutionary women must protect our honor and 
not permit certain people to endanger our prestige. The devout Hezbollahi 
women and girls are responsible to announce this and not permit the respectable 
and holy veil to fade away." 


We hope that the proper authorities of tne Islamic Republic will challenge these 
colonialist agents and decisively prevent the pollution of the atmosphere and 
corruption, before responsible people with a sense of religious duties remove 
the roots of these corrupt agents. 




















KTOT? Siesho 27 9 _ a 9 <7. : . 
— m — 
‘ YV . ‘ 
+ ~- » — + > —- + x > ‘ t iN 
~ > - ‘ vy V 
J bed de a aba a i ; 
~ — a "7, mere ray , 
; JTtIR a4 = 
ACiiliGadii ANALINAN i : ¢ 
; 
° o 
T =n —_ 
| + + } + 
— A. I 
~ - v¥ ‘ t ! 
- “ « . ‘* ; 
’ ~ + y y 
=) ‘ T t 
> _ = ~ . = . - ~ o x i \ 
+ -+ ’ 
7 ~ 
~~ ~ ? | 
~ — > ~ ~ ~ - 7 - 7 - ‘ 
c + t ¢ 
— € er I l " T 
~ ~ ~ ~ . ‘ 
OD» ‘ ‘ > , y 
> - a = 
r- 7 ~ I - * . : 
~ ~ » ~ ~ * . ‘ ! ( 
- . > , , e 
. Kk | . . > + 
| a . . 4 > . : 
= = , » + . ~ . ~ > > . 
_ ‘ e 
ms ¥ ~ + _ - 
+) ; . b f A ‘ 
y . . — if > 
[ I ; 
+= £ 
’ . 
Ty TAFT Ty 2 
» mo f ? > . ’ 
* ~ * ’ > 
~ + . 
> } ‘ > 
‘ f 
; , 
TT - ¥ 4 
\ 
% 
) ‘Oye . 
/ S \ . vV 
£ ¢ y= 4+ 
- , > r 
. . .*¥ 
* y : 
> 
. + > , 
~~? > r 





of 





lex's 


mr | 
ed tlie 


CO 


S 


+rK 
+ > 


astructure 


grasses 


sntr 
~stin + 


5 


hoosing 


~ 
VY 


basic and 


the 


v7 
y 
4 


b 


control 


| 
~-~ 


fu 


with 
f 


nases o 


— 


nagement 
p 


nan 
all 


lementation. 


+ 


imp 


‘ 
-ann 
we = WZ 4e 


) 


= 
wu 


The 


prea 


+ 


leerin 


m aes 


methanol 


e sucn 


ry 
‘ 


* 


oject 


> 


“—_ + 


+ JNA LA 


nran 











5 


chemical a tilizer units, we will be totally self-suffici 
with regard to chemical fertilizer. Wit h regard to phosphate 
fertilizers, however, even with the utilization of this unit, we 
will stiil have need of several other units similar to it in 
Iran. This unit is being established in Bandar Emam because of 
the availability of appropriate resources for importing 
phosphate ore. Here we must call the attention of the respected 

officials to this point: since chemical fertilizers have to io 
with agricultural production, and His Holiness the Imam, His 
Holiness Ayatollah Montazeri, and government policy have all 
characterized agriculture as pivotal, the matter of the 
country's phosphate must be given as much attention as possible, 
because in view of our need for around 3 million tons of 
chemical fertilizer, half of which is phosphate fertilizers, we 
will be dependent on the outside world until phosphate ore can 
be discovered and mined, and this dependence must be rel-eved as 
quickly as possible. 
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The petrochemical industries are prepared, aS soon as reliable 
information 1S obtained of an appropriate quantity of usable 
phosphate ore in any area, to transport Sulphur, the second basic 
substance for phosphate fertilizers, to the area, and to produce 
Simple super phosphate fertilizer there. God willing, this 
service will be performed in furtherance of the aim of self- 
sufficiency for everyone. 


KEYHAN;: According to what officials have said, 85 percent of the 
work on the Bandar Emam Khomeyni petrochemical plant has been 

ompleted. After work is resumed on the contract for this plan, 
when will the plant be completed? 


Answer: In order to continue work on the petrochemical plant at 
Bandar Emam Khomeyni, we have made every effort in the course of 
lks with our Japanese partner to engage the tasks at hand. 
fulfilled our promises and commitments, but our Japanese 
r various reasons, has balked at meeting its 

at every stage. This itself is the reason for the 
unexpected delay in the project. We will not keep the nation's 
petrochemical industry waiting for this project; we are busy 
embarking on other projects. It is hoped that our Japanese 
partner will reassess its behavior, in view of our mutual 
interests in this project and future projects. 


KEYHAN: At what stage 1s the plan to expand the Shiraz 
petrochemical plant? 


Answer: With round-the-clock efforts on the part of committed 
petrochemical workers and experts, the expanded Shiraz 
petrochemical plant is almost ready to go into operation. 

















You know that the aforementioned project began 10 years ago. 
There were 13 Common Market contractors involved with this 
project; because of deficient information and changes in 
management during the time of the idolaters, it caused numerous 
problems for us. During the time of the idolaters there were 300 
Europeans working in management on this project. Despite all 
these things, the plan to expand the Shiraz petrochemical plant 
is far ahead of the Iran/Japan petrochemical plant; God willing, 
it will definitely be possible to make use of it during the 
Current year. Although both projects, despite their magnitude, 
were in about the same phase after the triumph of the revolution, 
in the Shiraz expansion project, because we were not forced to 
collaborate with and keep commitments to a partner, we had the 
ability to make decisions and make use of various resources, from 
needed machinery and technical information, and we were able to 
talk with companies in various countries and choose the most 
appropriate ones. AS a result, trusting in God, and relying 
mostly on ourselves, we were able to move ahead with the work and 
to remove the obstacles one after another. 


KEYHAN: Recently the Minister of Petroleum of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran inspected the Shiraz petrochemical expansion 
project. Could you explain what prompted this inspection? 


Answer: The inspection of the Shiraz petrochemical expansion 
project is like most of the inspections of various installations 
under construction or in operation that our brother Seyyed 
Mohammad Gharazi, Minister of Petroleum, conducts in fulfillment 
of his responsibilities. The general objective of these 
inspections 1S usually to observe activities, issues, and 
problems first-hand and to deal directly with the workers on the 
fronts of the industrial crusade. This inspection was also very 
fruitful; he heard reports on the progress of the work by the 
project's executive officials, and at tne same time gave the 
Guidance necessary to solve problems and expedite the start of 
operations. 


KEYHAN: At the present time, aside from the Iran/Japan 
petrochemical plant, which 1s a partnership, how ar +**<« 
country's other petrochemical plants managed? Sinc _-riumph 
of the revolution, have foreigners had a role in mar. J such 
plants, or not? 


Answer: In industry in general, and particularly in the 
petrochemical industry, what makes us dependent on foreigners is 
technology. If we consider the various levels of technology, 
including research, design, engineering, machine construction, 
unit construction, operations, maintenance, marketing, and sales, 
foreigners appeared in our plants in the past mostly for unit 
construction, operations, and maintenance. In this regard, 
fortunately, in the areas of operations and maintenance, more 


\O 
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than in any of the other areas mentioned above, we are 
approaching total self-sufficiency. At the present time we do 
not employ foreign specialists to operate and repair 
petrochemical units, and in this respect we have reached self- 
sufficiency. Some of this dependence exists in unit 
construction; we try to employ personnel and companies who are 
prepared to provide us with some of their technology, so that the 
dependence will gradually diminish. For example, in the Shiraz 
expansion project and in the Iran/Japan project, we have no 
foreign personnel in any of our production units. It must be 
noted here, however, that dependence is not exclusively a matter 
of the direct presence of foreigners. Often they are not 
directly present, but in practice the snares of dependence are 
still there. These can be found especially in the areas of 
research, information, design, and engineering. We hope, as was 
explained with regard to one of your questions concerning the 
projects, that the engineering company we have in mind will be 
able to take effective steps in the areas of design and 
engineering. Concerning machine construction and the procurement 
of spare parts, our hopes rest with the efforts of the other 
brothers in the ministries of Industry and Heavy Industry. 


9310 
CSO: 4640/259 


93 











IRAN 


BRIEFS 


COAL MINE MEETS REQUIREMENTS--KERMAN, May 28 (IRNA)--The Kerman coal mines 
provided nearly 20 percent of the coal requirements of the Isfahan Steel Mill 
during the Iranian year 1362 (1983084). The director of the Kerman Coal Mine 
Company told IRNA that 580,000 tons of coal shale was dugged from the various 
mines in the province, fron which 312,000 tons of pure coal was carried to 
Isfahan Steel Mill. He said, that railbed for an 85-kms railroad from the 
coal mine region to the Zarand coal refinery had been built and the National 
Railways Organization would start raillaying operation in October. The Zarand 
coal refinery plant products 1,100 tons of coal a day from 2,000 tons of coal 
shale. The coal company has 16,400 employees and its job-training school 
currently has 600 students. [Text] [Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in 
English 29 May 84 p 2] 


ENERGY CCOPERATION WITH E€ZECHOSLOVAKIA--TEHRAN, May 30 (IRNA)--The Czech 
Minister of Fuel and Energy Vlastimi Ehrenberger and the accompanying delega- 
tion left for Prague this morning after signing a letter of understanding with 
the Islamic Republic authorities during his four day stay. Before his depart- 
ure, in a talk at Mehrabad Airport, he described the results of his trip as 
satisfactory. He gaid negotiations with Iranian officials led to the signing 
of a letter of understanding covering cooperation in gas, industries, mines 
and metals, energy and fuel, water and power, transfer of technology, manu- 
facturing of turbines and other industries relating to energy. In a separate 
talk the Minister of Energy Hassan Ghafuri-Fard said the two countries have 
had close economic ties since the coming to power of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. He reminded that during a trip to Czechoslovakia last year, he had 
investigated the technical facilities existant therein, adding that Czecho- 
slovakia could establish a suitable basis for cooperation with the Islamic 
Republic in the construction of hydro-electric power station and relevant 
projects. He said Czechoslovakia would cooperate with Iran on the above- 
mentioned fields. Talking on the contents of the letter of understanding, 
Ghafuri-Fard said in the letter the two sides stressed their mutual desire 

for the continuation and expansion of cooperation. He also expressed hope 
that Czech experts would be used in various water and power projects. In 
another development, Ehrenberger said in an exclusive talk with IRNA here 
Tuesday that the volume of economic and commercial exchanges between the two 
countries amounted to $92.2 million during the past year and the vital non-oil 
commodities the Islamic Republic exported to Czechoslovakia consisted of hides, 
copper and carpets- He added that the economic exchanges between the two 
countries was carried out on a barter system and the volume of this trade dur- 
ing the past two years was unprecedented in the history of Iran-Czechoslovakia 
cooperation. [Text] [Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 31 May 84 pp 1,4] 
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SIND LAW, ORDER PROBLEM DISCUSSED 
Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 31 May 84 p 17 


[Article by Makhdoom Ali Khan in the "Karachi Diary" column: "No Ordinary 
Dacoits”] 


[Text] WITHIN twenty-four hours of the Governor's promise to "restore law and 
order’ and not more than a hundred paces from where he spoke, a police station 
was attacked by dacoits. The target had been picked out well in adwance and 
the assault had all the trappings of a tactical manoeuvre, carefully designed, 
intelligently executed. It was not one of the usual cops and robbers encounter 
where the latter, to secure the loot and ensure their escape, fire a few 

angry shots at their pursuers. There was nothing fortuitous about it as is 
usual with acts of such nature. It was an aberration, albeit a calculated 

one, from the norm of criminal activity. 


An SDM and Bukhtiarkar were kidnapped by highwaymen near Dadu. The Inspector- 
General of Police decided to personally direct the operation for the recovery 
of these officers. In the ensuing encounter, which took place in Larkana 
District, an ASP and four constables were killed. The IGP's car was fired 
upon. The dacoits escaped. A CIA Inspector was kidnapped and the kidnappers 
demanded a ransom of half a million rupees. Six employees of Mir Ali Ahmad 
Talpur, the Federal Minister for Defence, were kidnapped while at work on the 
Minister's lands. Virtually every day there is a story in the morning papers 
of dacoits having set up road blocks to rob buses. There have been a number 
of train robberies. Police vans have been burnt, police stations bes#eged, 
public property arsoned, policemen kidnapped, beaten and killed. 


A Common Thread 


Since the collapse of the movement in Sind, the rate of crime in general and 
that of kidnapping in particular has registered an enormous increase. So high 
has been this rise and so great the frequency of criminal activity that 

crime, as reported in the Press, at least, is fast losing its capacity to 
shock or startle. It is fact becoming a part of the monotony of daily routine. 
But what disturbs me is that these activities against public authorities seem 
to have a single purpose, a common threat runs through them. I cannot view 
them as the isolated acts of a few deviants. 
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Sophisticated Weapons 


The Governor, however, considers it to be a. pure question of logistics. The 
side with greater numbers and better weapons will win. The police force, in 
line with this thinking, is to be replenished with more sophisticated weapons 
and fresh recruitments. The other day there was a news item that the police, 
will be trained to fight from armoured vans and specially-equipped helicopters. 
Technology is the key to crime control. 


The IGP links it all to finances: "If dedication is to be bought you have to 
pay more". Given rupee one per citizen per day he promises to work wonders. 
Regression has not remained confined to one area of politics, it is general. 

We are fast receeding into the world of mercenaries and private armies. Life, 
liberty, security are all purchaseable commodities, up for auction in the market 
place and one rupee is not a high price in these days of spiralling inflation. 
We pay far more for a bottle of soft drink. But what is the guarantee that 

the goods will be delivered. 


Choice of Causes 


As for the causes, the IGP points the finger of accusation at "the pattern of 
living standards, unemployment of educated youth, ever rising foreign remit- 
tance and availability of sophisticated weapons as the main factors respon- 
sible for violence in Sind.'"' Characteristically enough, political frustrations, 
bureaucratic high-handedness, and official repression escape notice. 


These analyses and solutions are too simplistic, too superficial, to be cor- 
rect. They lack depth and ignore the real tragic facts, the circumstances 
which may be impolitic to notice but which have gone into the making of the 
present situation. The robberies, the killings, the kidnappings directed, 
as many of them are, against the police and public authorities are calcu- 
lated to have an adverse effect on the morale of those whose duty it is to 
enforce law and order. The geography too is significant. Lawlessness is 
far more widespread in areas where the MRD movement was strong and which had 
to bear the major brunt of official reaction. Small towns and obscure vil- 
lages which made headlines last year have not faded into the background. 
Noted once for their devotion to democracy they are now zones of banditry. 


Legends grow fast and already Robin Hood type figures are taking hold in the 
imagination of the people. Tales, of brave men who fight for justice and defy 
the corrupt officers of law, of noble men who desire equality and take from 
the venal rich to provide for the destitute many, abound. These are no ordin- 
ary criminals. They are protected by the myth which has grown around then. 
They have their roots in the masses and are, therefore, proving impossible 

to track down. They are the symptoms of our socio-political malaise and 
cannot be eliminated unless a cure is found for the disease. Short-term 
solutions and shortssighted measures may provide temporary relief but shall 
aggravate the illness. 














Afraid Again 


This is political frustration turned criminal. The activities have the air 
of strategic planning. The worse is turning into the worst. The worst will 
soon concretise and all of us would be in its tentacles. Then I dismissed 
all these fears as a product of my pessimism, my paranoia. The news from the 
interior of Sind did not change, but I felt happy and being a good lavw- 
abiding citizen consigned all politieal comment to my drawer. Then the CMLA 
came along. He spoke at Karachi among a number of things about crime and 
polttics. He confirmed my worst fears by stating that "activities leading to 
lawlessness were being carried out under a well thought out plan...and lot of 
politics was involved." But he only talked of plugging loopholes, removing 
snags and sparing no effort. There was nothing said about political solutions 
to solve these political problems and my fears started haunting me again. 
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ECONOMIC SURVEY REPORTS ON GDP GROWTH 
Karachi DAWN in English 13 Jun 84 ppl, 2 


[Text] ISLAMABAD, June 12: The Pakistan Economic Survey, an important pre- 
Budget document on the nation's economic health, released here on Tuesday, 
describes the current Fiscal 1983-84, which ends on June 30, as a very diffi- 
cult year, especially because of a 4.63 per cent negative growth in the agri- 
culture sector. But, in conclusion it claims that the experience of 1983-84 
has established the strength and resilence of the economy, and predicts 
prospects of well over 6.5 per cent growth in the coming years. 


The survey states that the trend of a sustained annual increase of well over 

6 per cent per year was interrupted during the current fiscal due to the fail- 
ure of the cotton crop and its impact on cotton-based downstream industries, 
and, consequently, national Gross Domestic Product grew at the rate of only 
4.5 per cent. However, it points out that even this reduced GDP growth rate 
compared favourably with the 3.8 per cent average growth achieved during the 
same period by developing countries as a whole. 


According to the Economic Survey, notwithstanding an adverse economic climate 
during the year, a Pakistan family of 6.7 members on the average enjoyed an 
income of Rs 2,530 per month, as compared to Rs 2,332 per month in 1982-83. 
The survey states that on the basis of 1983-84 estimates, the income of an 
earner was Rs 1,400 per month, while the income of a Pakistani family was Rs 
4,530 per annun. 


During the current Fiscal, the Economic Survey states, the rate of inflation 
as measured by the GDP deflator increased to 9.6 per cent. On average, con- 
sumer prices during the nine months from July 1983 to March 1984 were 8.9 per 
cent above the average prices during the comparable period in the previous 
year, and wholesale prices were up by 10.2 per cent. 


About commercial policy and debt management, the survey, which was prepared 
by the Economic Advisers' Wing in the Ministry of Finance, but on its own 
declaration, does not necessarily represent the views of the Pakistan Govern- 
ment or its individual Ministries. 


The Balance of Payments remained under pressure during 1983-84 because of a 
decline in net capital inflows from abroad. The deficit on current account 
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rose from $558 million (1.9 per cent of GNP) in 1982-83 to $1 billion, 3333 
million (3.2 per cent of the GNP) this year, as a result of which a drawdown 
of $267 million is expected to take place. 


The survey states that while aid commitments increased to $1,982 million in 
1983-84 from $1,689 million in the previous year, disbursement declined from 
$1,662 million to $1,264 million over the same period. 
standing and disbursed, as of December 31, 1983, reached $10 billion compared 
to $6.3 billion at the end of 1977 and $3 billion at the end of 1971. 


External debt, out- 


Remittances from overseas Pakistani workers, which had risen 29.7 per cent 
in 1982-83, declined by three per cent during the current fiscal. 


As regards sectoral developments, the Economic Survey states that although 
Pakistan suffered the worst growth rate in the agriculture sector since its 
inception, the manufacturing sector grew by 7.7 per cent in 1983-84, which, 


too was less than last year's 8.9 per cent. 


However, the share of the manu- 


facturing sector increased from 17.5 per cent of the GDP in 1982-83 to 18.9 


APP adds 





Cso: 





per cent this year. 


Explaining the salient features 


of the survey, a pre-budget docu- 
ment, at a Press conference here 
this evening, Dr. Moinuddin Baqai, 
Principal Economic Adviser, said 
the experience of 1983-84 had es- 
tablished the strength and resi- 
liency of the economy to weather 
severe shocks without significant 
deterioration in the living condi- 
tion of the population. With the ex- 
pected announcement of the in- 
dustrial policy and the generous in- 
centives being given by the Gov- 
ernment, he hoped, a sharp rise in 
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private investment 
expected. 


Dr. Bagai said although as much 
as 95 per cent of the investment 
had been financed by-the national 
savings in the recent past, further 
investment growth would ‘require’ 
greater efforts at mobilising sav- 
ings. However, there was every 
reason to believe, that with con- 
tinued efforts, firm foundations 
now exist to build a secure and 
prosperous future of the nation, he 
added. 

Elaborating 


might be 


the strategy of 


Major increases were recorded in the production of 
fertilizers, vegetable ghee, jute goods, cement and basic chemicals. 


economic policy Dr. Baqai said de- 
spite adverse economic conditions, 
which tested the agility of eco- 
nomic managenent, the implemen- 
tation of the liberal principles of 
economic policy announced in the 
Sixth Five-Year Plan continued un- 


abated. 
He allayed any doubts ab- 


out the resolve of the government 
to liberalise the economy and allow 
greater freedon to private eco- 
nomic agents, @ that a new eco- 
nomic order may emerge sponta- 
neously, which vould be both more 
fficient and more equitable. 

















PAKISTAN 


HIGHLIGHTS OF ®CONOMIC SURVEY 
Karachi DAWN in English 13 Jun 84 pp l, 2 


[Text] ISLAMABAD, June 12: The following are the highlights of Pakistan 
Economic Survey: 


--The national economy is expected to grow by about 6.5 per cent in 1984-85. 


--A sharp increase in private investment is also expected during the next fi- 
nancial year. 


--During 1983-84, the rate of inflation increased to 9.6 per cent. 


--The share of private sector in total investment increased from 36 per cent 
in 1982-83 to 38 per cent in 1983-84. 


--Nearly 95 per cent of the total investment was financed by National Savings 
in recent years. 


--The gap between savings and investment declined from 4.7 per cent of GNP 
in 1976-77 to 1.0 per cent in 1983-84. 


~-The number of income tax assessees crossed the 1.0 million mark in March 
1984. 


--Government revenues went up from 14.7 per cent of GNP in 1976-77 to 17.4 
per cent in 1983-84. 


--The balance of payments remained under pressure during 1983-84. 


--Deficit on current account also widened from dollar 558 million in 1982-83 
to dollar 1.0 billion in 1983-84. 


--Exports for the year increased by about four per cent. (In dollar terms) 
--Imports increased by 6.4 per cent. 


--Workers' remittances, which had grown by 29.7 per cent last year, fell by 
three per cent this year. 

















-~-Net receipts from current invisibles registered a growth of eight per cent. 


--Aid commitments increased from dollar 1,689 million in 1982-83 to dollar 


1,982 million in 1983-84. 


--Disbursements declined from dollar 1,662 million to dollar 1,264 million 


over the same period. 


--Share of project loans in capital receipts has risen. 


--Debt service payments have increased from dollar 634 million to dollar 785 


million. 


--Net transfer of resources fell by 40.6 per cent from dollar 322 million to 


92 million. 


--External debt outstanding and disbursed, as of Dec 31, 1983, reached dollar 
10.0 billion, compared to dollar 6.3 billion at the end of 1977. 


--Agricultural growth fell to 4.63 per cent in 1983-84, the worst growth rate 


in the history of Pakistan, except for 1951-52. 


--Wheat production fell by 7.1 per cent to 11.5 million tonnes, rice by 2.2 
per cent to 3.3 million tonnes and cotton by 39 per cent to 310 million bales. 


--Sugarcane production increased 
by 6.0 per cent to 34.5 million 
tonnes and gram by /7./7 per 


cent to 529 thousand tonnes. 

— Major increase was recorded 
in the production of fertilizers, veg- 
etable ghee, jute goods, cement 
and basic chemicals. 

— High quality steel billets and 
polyester yarn were produced in 
the country for t!.2 first time. 

— Although manufacturing grew 
by 7.8 per cent in 1983-84, its share 
increased from 17.5 per cent of 
GDP in 1982-83 to 18.9 per cent. 

— The real value public sector 
industries’ production, at 1977-78 
prices, increased from Rs 11.8 bil- 
lion in 1982-83 to Rs 12.1 billion in 
1983-84. 

— Sales of these industries went 
up from Rs 21.5 billion in 1982-83 to 
Rs 23.8 billion in 1983-84. 

— Six new projects— Kohat, 
Thatta and Dandot ceqent, white 
cement, DSA Ittehad Chemicals 
and Nowshera PVC — went into op- 
eration this year. 

— The major sources of energy 
will continue to be natural gas and 
oil. 

— Progress is being made to com- 
bat illiteracy, disease and sickness. 


Asa result, life expectancy at birth 
has risen to 55 years. 

— Drinkable water is available to 
31 per cent of the population and 
sewerage facilities to 16 per cent of 
the population. 

— There was one hospital bed for 
1709 persons, one doctor for 2,654 
persons and one nurse for 4.7 hospi- 
tal beds in 1983. 

-- A Pakistani received an aver- 
age income of Rs 4,530 per annum 
at the end of 1983-84. 

— The income of an average far- 
ily in 1983-84 was Rs 2,530 per 
month. 

— By the high standards of the 
last year’s, 1983-84 was an year of 
low growth and comparatively 
higher inflation. 

“— With the exception of ag 
riculture and agriculture-based in- 
dustries, all sectors registered high 
growth. 

— With the mcreased provision 
of education, health and other so. 
cial services to the people, living 
conditions continued to improve 
throughout the country. 

— On the basis of data on 10- 
month averages up to April, 1984, 
consumer prices rose by 8.7 per 
cent in 1983-84, compared to 4.1 
per cent last year. 














— During 1977-78 to 1983-84, asa 
whole, economic growth (GDP) av- 
eraged 6.3 per cent and the rate of 
inflation 8.6 per cent per year. 

— Income distribution § was 
favourably affected by the intro- 
duction of Zakat and Ushr. 

— Through effective Govern- 
ment measures economic perform- 
ance remained better than th.i of 
similarly placed economies in the 
world. 





--With Pakistan's per capita income at dollar 335, almost 47 per cent of the 
world population lives in countries with a lower per capita income than in 
Pakistan. 
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ALTERNATIVES TO GULF OIL UNDER CONSIDERATION 
Karachi DAWN in English 8 Jun 84 p 16 


[ Text ] then 








ISLAMABAD, June 7: Dr lines 
Mohammad Asad Khan, Minister of 
State for Petroleum, on Thursday 
confirmed that the Government 
had under consideration alterna- 
tives in the event of stoppage of oil 
supply from the Gulf States as a 
result of escalation in Iraq-Iran war 
and attacks on oil tankers. 

Speaking at a Press conference 
here, Dr Asad Khan said, he would 
leave on June 11 or 12 on a tour of 
Far Eastern States, including 
Brunei, which has abundance of oil 
for export. The Petroleum Minister 
replied in affirmative that possibil- 
ity of oil from Brunei would be 
among the subjects he was likely to 
discuss with officials there al- 
though he hastened to add that his 
visit to the newly independent 
State was mainly a goodwill visit. 

Answering questions, the 
Petroleum Minister said, he did not 
foresee any immediate threat to oil 
imports to Pakistan from tradi- 
tional sources in west Asia. He 
hoped that the supply line would 
remain open and that there would 
be no upward change in the present 
oil prices. However, if the supply 


were disrupted, 
Pakistan, like the rest of the world 
dependent on oil imports, would be 
affected. For such a situation, 
Pakistan had under consideration 
various alternatives, he added. 


Oil production 


Speaking about the progress in 
oil exploration in the context of the 
Sixth Five-Year Plan, Dr Asad said 
that the present oil production in 
Pakistan stood at 17,500 barrels a 
day as against 13,000 barrels per 
day atout a year ago. Thus the 
Sixth Plan target in oil sector, he 
claimed, had been achieved to the 
extent of 88 per cent in one year. 
The Sixth Plan target is 20,850 bar- 
rels a day. 

Any possible upward revision in 
oil production target during the 
Sixth Plan period, he further said, 
would be decided on the future re- 
sults in course of time. He pointed 
out that higher oil yield could be 
attributed to the new oilfields at 
Leghari, Tando Alam, Taedi and 
Golarchi in Sind and Dhurnal in 
Pathowar. 
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EXPORT PERFORMANCE REVIEWED 


Karachi DAWN in English 8 Jun 84 p 13 


[Editorial: 


[Text] THE export performance 


CSO: 


during the first ten months of 
the current financial year is en- 
couraging insofar as it shows a 
21.8 per cent increase over that 
of the corresponding period in 
the previous year. However, a 
look at the mix of the items of 
export shows that this sector 
continues to be heavily depen- 
dent upon traditional items and 
markets. This year’s earnings 
are mainly due to an upsurge in 
the export of rice — followed by 
readymade garments, leather, 
cotton cloth and cotton made- 
ups. The export income of Rs. 
30.3 billion during the first ten 
months (July 1983 to April 
1984), compared to Rs. 24.7 bil- 
lion during the corresponding 
period in 1982-83, is creditable 
as it has been earned despite 
the large-scale failure of the 
cotton crop necessitating a ban 
on cotton exports. This was a 
major loss — amounting to 
about Rs. 5,000 million — to the 
export sector. The setback was 
compounded by a decline in 
some other important items 
like carpets and rugs, tents and 
canvas and petroleum pro- 
ducts. The situation was, how- 
ever, saved, apart from rice, by 
goods and commodities some of 
which are non-traditional. In 
fact, going by the trends so far, 
a modest growth of about ten 
der cent is expected to be 
achieved in the export sector 
dy the close of the current fiscal 


‘ year. For a higher growth rate 


and a more stable pattern of 
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"Export Performance" ] 


2xports, it is of the utmost 
importance to diversify the 
export portfolio further and to 
explore new markets. 

The current level of home re- 
mittances, which is taking care 
of a large part of the rising im- 
port bill, cannot last very long. 
It is. obvious that without 
achieving a reasonable balance 
in the import-export accounts, 
the goal of economic self- 
sufficiency cannot be achieved. 
The import list, of course, will 
have to be judiciously pruned. 
But that alone will not solve the 
chronic problem of large trade 
imbalances. A planned and de- 
termined effort has to be 
mounted to substantially raise 
exports. The key requirement 
is to increase the share of value- 
added goods in the over-all ex- 
ports which are still predomi- 
nantly made up of primary com- 
modities. Engineering goods, 
for instance, have a large po 
tential. But not much serious 
and sustained effort has been 
made to promote the sale of 
these in the overseas markets, 
especially in the Middle East 
and other Third world 
countries. That is why the ex- 
port of engineering goods de- 
clined during July-December 
1983, to Rs. 142 million, as 
against Rs. 217 million for the 
same period in 1982-83. This is 
despite the fact that machi- 
nery, engineering goods, trans- 
port equipment and other 
manufacturé are in great de- 
mand in developing countries. 
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It is important to adopt an ef- 
fective strategy to push up the 
sale of these on terms and con- 
ditions suited to Third World 
market demands and expecta- 
tions. In this context, the 
Government could perhaps 
consider the feasibility of of- 
fering buyer’s credit to the 
Third World importers of our 
machinery and equipment — a 
practice already in vogue in 
several machinery-exporting 
countries. Likewise, it will be 
good if compensatory rebate is 
linked to value-added in each 
item, as proposed some time 
ago. 


As for widening the mar- 
keting base, the main thrust 
should be towards Africa. Just 
about four per cent of our ex- 
ports go to Africa, Central and 
South America, Australia and 
New Zealand. North America 
accounts for only eight per cent 
of our exports although scope 
exists for selling goods other 
than cotton made-ups there. 
Even the exports of ready- 
made garments and cotton 
made-ups to North America 
and West Europe can go up ap- 
preciably if export manage- 
ment, sales promotion and 
quota allotment and utilisation 
are gingered up as part of the 
process providing for closer in- 
volvement of traders and tra- 
ding bodies, both public and 
private. 





[Text } 
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KARACHI, May 30: Pakistan s 
textile sector is going to set up a 
fully integrated textile mill at a 
cost of about Rs. 350 million in 
Nepal. This was stated by Mr Reza 
H. Syed, managing director, Invest- 
ment Advisory Centre of Pakistan 
(IACP), here on Wednesday after 
his meeting with Nepal’s Minister 
for Industry in Kathmandu this 
week. 

He disclosed to ‘Dawn’ that some 
Pakistani businessmen have al- 
ready visited Nepal in this connec- 
tion. President Zia-ul-Haq’s delega- 
tion to that country recently also 
included some _ textile tycoons, 
whose discussions with their Nep- 
ali counterparts proved encourag- 
ing, he said 

Mr Reza told ‘Dawn’ the IACP 
has already prepared a feasibility 
report on prospects of setting up 
the integrated textile mill with 
25,000 spindles, 460 looms and all 
the relevant finishing facilities 
such as mercerising and blending, 
dyeirg, calendering and _ screen 
printing. 

The report, Mr Reza said, has 
beeen accepted in principle by the 
Government of Nepal which has in 
dicated its desire to implement the 
project in collaboration with 
Pakistani entrepreneurs. Nepal 
will also present the scheme in its 
Investment Promotion Conference 
being organised in Kathmandu 


PAKISTAN TO SET UP TEXTILE MILLS IN NEPAL 


Karachi DAWN in English 31 May 84 Business Supplement p I 


from June 4to7 next. 

The ICAP chief estimated the 
cost of capital expenditure at some- 
where between Rs. 300 million and 
Rs. 350 milllon. The site of the pro- 
ject has been proposed at 
Nepalganj, which is Nepal’s major 
cotton growing area. An additional 
10,000 hectares would be brought 
under cotton cultivation by 1987. 
The areu, he said, comprises gin- 
ning mills and the Cotton Develop- 
ment Board. 


He added that the mill will pro- 
duce about 2,200 tonnes of yarn an- 
nually, of which 70 per cent will be 
consumed by the mill itself, while 
the rest will be sold to powerlooms 
and cottage industry. 


Mr Reza H. Syed elaborated that 
the mill will produce 15.3 million 
metres of cloth — 11.5 million 
metres cotton and 3.8 million 
metres blended. It will produce 
such cloth as poplin, sari, shirting, 
etc. 

Nepal, at present, spends Rs. 
1,500 million annually on import of 
textiles and made-ups, which is one 
of the biggest burdens on its 
foreign exchange reserves. 


In this context, attractive op- 
portunities exist to make this plan 
a commercially viable project, for 
which the Government of Nepal is 
willing to extend all possible con- 
cessions and assistance. 
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MINISTER SAYS 50 EXPLORATORY OIL WELLS TO BE DRILLED 





Karachi DAWN in English 31 May 84 p 2 


[Text ] 


ISLAMABAD, May 30: Dr. 
Mohammad Asad Khan, Minister 
incharge for’ Petroleum . and 
Natural Resources, has said that 
about 50 exploratory and develop- 
ment wells will be drilled during 
the next financial year, while 38 
similar wells have been drilled dur- 
ing the current financial year. 

He was inauguratng on Tuesday 
drilling of the first exploratory well 
of Oil and Gas Development Corpo- 
ration (OGDC) at Dhandi located in 
district Rahimyar Khan. 

The Minister said there was no 
plan under consideration to raise 
the price of oil and gas in the near 
future. He said that the country 
had enough oil in reserve for about 
two weeks to cope with any 
emergency. 

Dr. Asad informed the newsmen 
that Dhandi well would be drilled 
down to a depth of 1450 metre to 
test its oil and gas potential. The 
drilling was being conducted by 
Pakistani engineers. 

The Government has arranged fi- 
nances from various sources to in- 
tensify the exploratory and drilling 
efforts of OGDC, he said. 

The Minister said that the result 


of Dhandi well was expected within | 
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40 to 45 days and in case of having 
successful and positive results two 
more exploratory wells would be 
drilled in the area. 

Dhandi well, which spudded in 
on Tuesday by the Minister, was 
the 14th well of OGDC, Dr. Asad 
said adding that the result of Nand- 
pur well would be achieved within 
two weeks which had been drilled 
to the depth of 1,350 metres. 

The Minister said that efforts 
had also been intensified to start 
exploration in offshore areas of 
Pakistan through the assistance of 
some friendly countries and joint 
venture with oil companies. 


Dr. Asad said that World Bank 
had given a loan of dollars $1.5 mil- 
lion for conducting 3000 km of 
seismic survey and drilling of six 
exploratory wells. The first two of 
the six exploratory wells will be 
drilled at Loti (Bugti Agency, 
Baluchistan) and Afiband (district 
D.G. Khan, Punjab), he added. 

Another World Bank loan of 30 
million dollars for the second phase 
of development of Toot oilfield has 
been granted and develpment of 
Pirkoh gas field is in progress with 
a loan of 29.8 million dollars from 
the Asian Development Bank, the 
Minister added. é 
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He said that OGDC was actively 
engaged in exploration and de- 
velopment of oil and gas resources 
and had considerably accelerated 
its activities over the past few 
months. 

A number of drillable structures 
with good prospects have been de- 
lineated as a result of seismic 
survey conducted with the assist- 
ance of the Government of Norway 
in the offshore area of Karachi, the 
Minister said. 

The Minister disclosed that 
OGDC had achieved it’s target of 
drilling 12 wells fixed for the cur- 
rent financia] year 1983-84, exten- 
sive geological surveys and laborat- 
ory investigation were conducted 
to evaluate oil and gas prospects 
and to select location for drilling of 
the first exploratory well in the 
area, he added. 

Highlighting the importance of 
oil refineries, the Minister said that 
the existing oil refineries would be 
expanded and efforts were being 
made for strengthening Pirkoh Oil 
Refinery in Multan. 

He said that the OGDC had 12 
drillable structures in off short 


area and its number would increase 


with the passage of time.— APP. 














SURVEY SHOWS 17 PERCENT REDUCTION IN SALINITY 


Karachi DAWN in English 8 Jun 84 Business Supplement p I 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


4600/618 


ISLAMABAD, June 7: A com- 
parative study, based on the results 
of two soil salinity surveys con- 
ducted by the Water and Power De- 
velopment Authority (WAPDA) in- 
dicates that on Pakistan basis, 
there has been a decline of 17 per 
cent in the salt-affected area as per 
visual assessment. 

The survey reports suggest, this 
was mainly due to increase of irri- 
gation water from canal diversions, 
public and private tube wells and 
availability of more water from 
Tarbela and Mangla dams. 

One of the two surveys was con- 
ducted in the period between 1953 
and 1975 over a total areas of 
41,293,843 acres forming 100 per 
cent. 

Of it, about 56 per cent area was 
found salt-free, 20 per cent slightly 
saline, nine per cent moderately 
saline while, 13 per cent area was 
found to be strongly saline with two 


per cent remained un-surveyed. 

The other survey conducted over 
the area of land, conducted in the 
period between 1977 and 1979, re- 
vealed that about 72 per cent of the 
total area surveyed was salt free, 11 
per cent slightly saline, six per cent 
moderately saline while eight per 
cent of the total area was found to 
be strongly saline. The area un- 
surveyed stood at three per cent. 

Meanwhile, another soil salinity 
survey was taken up by WAPDA in 
special and backward regions of 
the country in January 1981 under 
11 per cent respective plan. 

Total of 4.85 million acres of land 
was surveyed in Kachi plain, Grea- 
ter Thal and abandoned areas of 
Sutlej valley projects upto the end 
of December 1981. 

During the course of this survey, 
29784 soil samples were collected, 
out of which, 11218 samples have 
been analysed. —PPI 


PAKISTAN 











PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


MAGAZINES BANNED-- KARACHI, Jun3 12: Urdu magazine '"Wahadat-i-Islam," Iran 
(March 1984 issue); Sunday Times, London (March 18 issue); and monthly 
"Inquilab-i-Sind" London (Jan Feb issue) have been banned by the Home De- 
partment of Sind as they contain objectionable and inflammatory material. 
The Home Department has directed the Sind Police to forfeit all copies of 
these issues immediately under the Press and Publications Ordinance, as they 
fall within the clauses of mischief of the ordinance. [Text] [Karachi DAWN 
in English 13 Jun 84 p 2] 


BOOK FORFEITED--QUETTA, June 12: The Baluchistan government has forfeited a 
book "Dawat-i-Baraey Ahmadia" authored by Mirza Bashruddin Ahmad and its 
English translation by Qazi Muhammad Aslam under Press and Publication 
Ordinance, 1963. The book contains some highly objectionable materials. 
[Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 13 Jun 84 p 2] 


LAKHRA COAL: PROPOSALS INVITED--KARACHI, June 13: WAPDA has invited inter- 
national proposals for the participation in the investment, development, and 
management of mines to supply Lakhra coal to the power plants. The proposals 
have been invited before Aug 30 from firms interested in participation on 
equity basis with WAPDA and PMDC in the formation of a new company, "the 

Lakhr Mine Development Company", under the Pakistan Companies Act of 1913, 

to develop primarily the PMDC holding at Lakhra coalfield. WAPDA favours long- 
term contracts preferably with Pakistani and expatriate joint venture to sup- 
ply coal to WAPDA from private concession areas. The Government plans to in- 
stall and commission the first of a series of 300 mw capacity indigenous 
coal-fired power generation stations by the beginning of 1989. Discussions 

are being held with US AID, World Bank, Asian Development Bank and other finan- 
cial agencies, regarding the financing of the project. The power plants are 

to be installed at Jamshoro, 150 km northeast of Karachi. [Text] [Karachi 
DAWN in English 14 Jun 84 p 1] 


FOREIGN DEBT FIGURE--KARACHI, June 13: Pakistan's foreign debt totalled dollar 
10 billion at the end of December 1983 and debt servicing mounted to dollar 
785-million during the current financial year. According to Pakistan Econ- 
omic Survey 1983-84 total disbursements upto December 1983 amounted to dollar 
19.0 billion consisting of loans repayable in foreign exchange (dollar 13.7 
billion), loans repayable in Rs. (0.7 billion) and grants (dollar 4.6 bil- 
lion). Pakistan has repaid dollar 3.6 billion leaving a net debt of dollar 
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10.0 billion at the end of December 1983, dollar 9.5 billion repayable in 
foreign exchange and dollar 0.5 billion repayable in local currency. Dis- 
bursements from all sources during 1983-84 are estimated at dollar 1,239 
million as compared to dollar 1,301 million during 1982-83, a decrease of 
dollar 62 million. Debt service payments of medium and long-term debt amounted 
to dollar 2.5 billion during the first four years of current decade. The 
service payments increased from dollar 602 million in 1980-81 to dollar 785 
million in 1983-84 indicating a growth rate of 9.2 per cent per annum. Debt 
relief arrangements made on several occasions since 1971 and improved economic 
performance over the years has kept the service payments within manageable 
limits. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 14 Jun 84 Business Supplement p I] 


TRADE DEFICIT FORECAST--KARACHI, June 13: Pakistan's trade deficit is likely 
to increase to dollarr 3,246 million (10.4 per cent of GNP) during the current 
financial year compared to dollar 2,989 million (10.3 per cent of GNP) in 
1982-83, according to Pakistan economic survey 1983-84. Similarly the balance 
of payments which showed a surplus of dollar 698 million in 1982-83 is esti- 
mated to be in deficit of dollar 267 million during 1983-84. Although the 
shortfall in the cotton crop affected export volumes, export are anticipated 
to increase by dollar 104 million as a result of higher prices and larger 
volume of some export commodities. However, the increase in inports (dollar 
361 million) and interest payments abroad (dollar 41 million) contributed to a 
widening of the deficit on current account from dollar 558 million (1.9 per 
cent of GNP) during the last year to dollar 1,006 million (3.2 per cent of 
GNP)in 1983-84.. With net capital inflows declining from dollar 1,242 million 
in 1982-83 to dollar 738 million in 1983-84, reserves are estimated to fall 

by dollar 267 million in 1983-84. For 1983-84 exports were originally projected 
at dollar 2,837 million which were revised downward to dollar 2,731 million as 
a result of the shortfall in export proceeds from cotton. As a result, the 
trade deficit is likely to increase to dollar 3,246 million (10.4 per cent of 
GNP) compared to dollar 2,989 million (10.3 per cent of GNP) in 1982-83. 
[Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 14 Jun 84 Business Supplement P I] 


FOREIGN CAPITAL INFLOW--KARACHI, June 13: The average annual total commit- 
mert of foreign capital inflow to Pakistan during the last three-and-a-half 
years comes to $1.4 billion. Out of the total commitments amounting to $22.4 
billion, only 7 per cent were in the form of unrestricted balance of payments 
support. The remaining 93 per cent were tied to specific progects or commod- 
ities and were often also confined to purchases from donor countries. [Text] 
[Karachi DAWN in English 14 Jun 84 Business Supplement P [I] 


HABIB BANK GETS CREDIT--KARACHI, June 7: The World Bank has, for the first 
time, invested in Habib Bank a line of credit amounting to 50 million dollars 
for extending loans for projects pertaining to priority sectors as set by the 
Government and emvisaged in the Sixth Five-Year Plan, informed sources said 
here. The credit can also be extended to new projects as well as existing 

ones which have been considered for Balancing, Modernisation and Replacement 
(BMR). The line of credit will be ranging from minimum dollar one million to 
maximum dollars four million per project. The priority sector projects that 
will be eligible for Habib Bank/World Bank are: Energy, engineering, mineral 
development, agro-based and agro-supportive units, pharmaceuticals, units based 
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on agro-waste including chemical and fertiliser. However, other suitable 
projects will also be considered. Interested parties have been advised to 
obtain copies of terms and conditions and specimen application forms from the 
office of the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry. [Text] 
{Karachi DAWN in English 8 Jun 84 Business Supplement p [I] 


NWFP LAW, ORDER SATISFACTORY--PESHAWAR, June 7: All clerks NWFP Government 
wore black armbands for the second day on Wednesday to register protest 
against the alleged "misbehaviour of the Divisional Director of Education" 
with members of the Ministerial staff of his office. A meeting of the Minis- 
terial staff held here on Wednesday decided that unless appropriate action was 
taken against the Divisional Director of Education, the protest would continue 
till June 7. In case of failure of the Government to take action against the 
officer the Ministerial staff of Education Department would start pen-strike 
from June & until 18 after which NWFP Government clerks would go on strike 

all over the province. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 8 Jun 84 p 2] 


LAWYERS OBSERVE BLACK DAY--LAHORE lawyers observed a ‘Black Day’ last Wednes- 
day by wearing black armbands and boycotting courts for two hours from 10 a.m. 
to 12 noon. The day was observed on an appeal by the Punjab Bar Council to 
protest against the implication of Mehr Nazar Mohammad Fatiana, a Sahiwal 
lawyer, in a false case and against the arrest and maltreatment of Mr. 

Liaguat Ali, a Faisalabad journalist. [Text] [Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 
31 May 84 p 13] 


MILITARY COURTS: SENTENCING OPPOSED--THE Lahore High Court Bar has demanded 
the release of Usman Ghani, Indrees Beg and Idrees Toti, convicted by a mili- 
tary court to death. In a resolution, jointly moved by Chaudhry Liaquat Ali, 
Mr. Nawazish Ali Asadi and Mr. Afzaal Mallhi, the Bar opposed the implementa- 
tion of all sentences passed by military courts. It also demanded the release 
of all political prisoners and convicts sentenced by different military courts. 
In another resolut-on the Bar's general body, meeting on May 23, urged the 
Indian Government to ensure the safety of the life and property of Muslims 
under the Liaquat-Nehru Pact. [Text] [Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 31 May 84 
p 13] 


STUDENT LEADER'S RELEASE URGED--THE Actirg Chairman of the Progressive Jiay 
Sind Students Federation, Nadir Khwaja, has strongly criticised the arrest of 
his organisation's Chairman, Ibrahim Saho. In a Press statement, Mr. Nadir 
said that on May 10, a radio was conducted by Mirpur Bharo police in which 
Ibrahim Saho, Akbar Fazhali, Nasir Sahi and a leader of PNP, Hyderabad, Ismail 
Saho, were arrested.: The PJSSP leader demanded the immediate release of all 
these detenus and urged the authorities to hold an impartial inquiry into the 
alleged torture of these persons. He also demanded the cancellation of war- 
rants of arrest against Dr. Arbab, Secretary-General of the Watan-Dost Inqilabi 
Party, and Aziz Abbasi, General Secretary of the Watan-Dost Mazdoor Federation. 
{Text] [Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 31 May 84 p 15] 


CSO: 4600/617 END 
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